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P acceptance which the Firſt 
[1-8 me "of the Sermons of this 
g 53 -- Author yy” obtained from Perſons of 
© : different Perſwaſions hath occaffoned 
phe Publiſhing a Second, of which 
- many ſeem very deftrous : I ſhall ſay no 
More of thew,” let the Works ſpeak for 
#hemſetves ; but wil only . add, that 
the Writer is ftill willing to ſatisfie 
#: . any Inquifitive Doubter (none of whom 
58 ke hitherto met- with) that theſe | 
\* «well as the former are:the Genuine 
++ - Declarations of Mr. Saphen Criſp, 
. meme any addition or alteration, he | 
ing uſed the utmoſt exattneſS in | 
3 Ri ed Tr anſcribing them, and his | 
: FE and acgracy therein has beew ac- 
* knowle dg ed and confirmed by many Ear- 
- Witweſſes, who have beard them "Y | 
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Second Volume. 
| OF THE 


Sermons 


DECLARATIONS 


O F 
Mr. Stephen Criſp, 


| Lateof Colcheſter in Eſſex,Deccaled, | 


ExaQly taken in CharaRers or Short-. 
Publick Meeting-Houſes of the People called 


QUAKERS 


fhire- Houſe, London. 


And now Faichfully Tranſcribed and 
Publithed. 


With ſome of his Prayers after Sermon, - 


LONDONXN, 


In Grace-Church-ſtreet, and Det | 
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Sermon LI. 


Truths Teſtimony againſt the 
Power of Sin and Satan. 


Preached in Grace - Church- Street, 
June 13. 1688, 


- My Friends, 


OD hath made you Witneſſes of - -& 
the great Work of thi Day, the 


Lord | fay hath gj ou Eyes to 
ſce, and Ears o if” 
he hath called you forth that you may be 
faithful Wirnefles every one in your meaſure 
of. that which he hath brought to paſs in 
your ſight, tor he hath revealed his Power, 
the Eternal Power by which the World was 
made, he hath revealed and manifeſted that 
power for the raiſing up of Life, tor the 
fubjeQing and bringing under death, .and 
the. Power of it 5 for a great while a Tigſti- 
A}. mony 


and Hearts, 
| to underſtand the great Work of the Day 3 


| 


it. ic as 4 —_—_ CO — 


IS > " Grabs Teſtimony acainl the 


_.mony that- hath bcen born in the Nation 
heath been unto Death; he that hath the 
- "Power of Death, that is, the Devil, he hath 
had a great many to ( und our his Power, to 
declare the continyance of his Power, how 
that Death muſt Reign, and Darkneſs muſt 
Continue, and that the Kingdom of the Man 
. of Sin, will never be brought down. 
| ES now in our Day, Glory to God on 
7 big here is another ſound come forth, the 
PS 22] Febovab hath uttered his voice, and 
ure Propheſie ? The word of Pro- 
of Þ River of God, and many are raiſed }: 
to publiſh ir, 4 » ſound farth the Ny mn -.& 
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"Toaſt -uUpon}- thi 
tn * Sin, and to Pro- 
tjns pe ah dec WE in tho-name of the Lord 
[ ;” . that Rightcouſhes' thall*run down like @' | 
: 3 "ftream; this is, the Goſpel, the glad tidings 
.* that we receive from God, + and have mini- 
ſtred unto you, that you might believe, and 
© thatabelieving your might come to wait upon | 
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| . - For; my Friends, beruln hath confiſted all * 
Kg -the labour, and travel, and exerciſe of the | 


Geena of the Lord ; and for this cauſe 


L have { 
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Power of Sin and Satan, © 7 
have we ſuffered many things, © and gone a 
through many Trials, becauſe we have ſted+ 
faſtly believed, and therefore” we have ſpoken 
it, that the Lord will certainly by his Als 
mighty Power, lay waſte, deſtroy and bring 
to an end that Power that the Wicked one-. = 
the Devil hath bad upon the Minds and Spis --3 
rits of the Sons and Daughters of Men, .and-:.;; 
that be will ſet up and eſtabliſh-in the very 3 
fame Soul a Law of Righteouſneſs, 4and;$*8 
\ Law of Truth, and-will cauſe the Beautyrof=5 

5" Holineſs to ſhine forth through. LNCIT 1Y her "EN 
| _ Iniquity och Lodgedy whore the wh 


<- x4 _ 


unto. You, for you are weary of that: old Sers ,-- 
vice, : you'are opprefied under the Power of 
that ſtrange Prince: there was a-kind of Spie . _'7 
rit, and Power that had Ruled over you, thax 
neither gave you life nor breath, nor had 
done any good thing; and yet you were 
ſubject; and many there were who through 
the grace of God, that came to ſee that State 
and Condition of Sin and Iniquity. was not a 
happy State, and by a fecret kindling of the _ : 
Sparks of Gods Love in your Souls cer you .. © 
knew him, there was a Cry raiſed to be de» . 
liyered, if ir be poſſible : If there be any Des - 
A 4, livgrancs 
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liverance, O why may not I be delivered? 
If there be any Redemption, why may not 
} be redeemed ? If there be a Power that 
can ſet m2 ftee from the Service of this 
Wicked one, why may not [ be ſet free 
Ah Friends! remember the Days and 
Nights in which theſe Living Cries did run' 
through you, then you was poor indeed ; 
then you was humble and broken, and the 
Lord beheld you in thoſe days, he ſaw yotir 
State. and Condition, he ſaw how helplefs 
you were, and did not he ariſe to help you ? 
Pid not a Power ſpring forth in the Day of 
your humility, in the day of tenderneſs by 
which you became able ra make War againſt 
the Lufts of your own Hearts, and did not 
you overcome and prevail in your War? 
did not you make progreſs by the Power and 
by the Grace that firſt raiſed defires in you? 


and as you made this progreſs and gained 


ground, as I may ſay, of your own Corrup- 
tions, your Faith came to be ſtrengthned, 
and you were confirmed in the beliet and in 
the obedience of the Truth, and the more 


' you truſted and relied upon him, the more 


did he magnifie his Power in you, he made 
known his ability, and his ſtrength in your 
weakneſs, fo rhat you did become Living 
Witneſſes, every one in your meaſure 3 that 


- there 


' the Lard to fee a'l.that brought to paſs which 


you. : 


Power of Sin and Satan. - 9 - 


there was ſuch a Power, and that that Pow- 
er was able not only to ſave from a little, or 
froma few, but was able to fave to the ut- 
rermoſt, to ſave out of all that was polluted 
and defiled, . and to cleanſe and purifio-the 
Conſcience from all dead Works, and to en= - 
able you to ſerve the Living God, 

Now the Lord having thus cftabliſhed 
you, and confirmed you by his Power, that 
ycu were ſound in the Faith, and firm in the - 
believing of the Truth. My Friends, all 
the Labour, and Travel, and Doctrine, and 
Exerciſes of the Preachers of the Goſpel, to - 
thoſe who were Converted and Confirmed 
became very acceptable, So we preached, . 
and (o.you believed ; here wasan Uniry in 
our Faith, here grew wp a Fellowſhip, a - 
Communion in the Faith, and the Lord be» 
came /glorifi-d in the Aſſemblies both of - 
them that preached and of them that heard, 
becauſe each one had a place in the Body, + 
and each one had a Saviour- of the word of 
Life by which the B2dy was nouriſhed, 

Now my Friends, that which lies particu-/ | 
larly upon me to leave with you for my Te - 
ſtimony ; and I pray to God it may be pla- 
ced in the hearts of all you that have be- 
heved ; that is, that you may all .wait-upon 
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oy the 
ed For Vie notice by the 
in me, by which 
be Wh mate me to take” Naka his Flock, 
Jn triy mouth, 
that F'might ſpeak 's' word m due ſeaſon, [ 
fy, Vy-this Eye, I take notice of many that 
have received this prectous Faith, and there- 
by have-beHeved, thereby have believed the 
red reatddind high ſtate ; ther FRth reacheth ſo 
r,"*they- know that" Power is able't6 bring 


47h them mto- a perſe& Dominicn ' over” their 


Lots, arid-Paſſions; - and Corruptions, and 
evertheSpifit t of the World, -over Pride, 0- 


H "vers Anpet, overall things thatare oppoſite 
" 46the Divine Life; their Faith is/as found as 


*e'can Preach it in reſpe&t of the extent of 


+3 *, *burtheir Faith hath not Teached thus far 


i#4ts operation upon their hearts; they eh 
Htorihad the power .of, 10 accompl: 
_ falfill ah ver pong oy | 2 

«© Are there not ſorne here and there that 
are ſetried- in. the belief of the-Truth, but 
are got into an aft From the Labour of the 
truth? but if | be ſodnd in 'the Faith, my 
Underſtanding 1 1s opened; _ I do not only be- 
bis matter, but have inward Evidence 
and * orftration that I am certain, paſt 
..; alldonbEapd queſtion of it, - that the Lord, 
s the {poverin in them that belieye, that 
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Power of Sin and Saha; - 41 
__ ther, and makes them every whit 
clean; and here 1 have a Fellowſhip and 
Communion with them that proxchs, and 

| - them that believe, | 
Bae oy Friends, all this will not give 1 

| you Communion with God, though there 

1s Communion with the Church of God. with -- 
reſpe&t to Men who are come into one Faith -” 
and DoArine, yet for fellowſhip with God 

it ſtands in a lite beyond all DoEtrines, and 
beyond all words and expreſſions therefore 
your buſineſs and mine, and every one that 
we firſt undertook when our faces were firlt © 
turned ro God, that we may. be followers of --- 
| Chriſt in the Regeneration, For many may 

p be firm in point of Dotrine, and yer may not. ©. 
; 


follow Chriſt Jeſus : Many hold the Truth, -. 
but do not hold it in Righteouſneſs,” bur-un-- 
nghteouſneſs, 

Now my Friends, - have a care your Re-- 

ligion and your Souls Ecernal Welfare are 
concerned. This Dodtrine I leave you in 
+ | Charge in the name of the Lord God: Flat- 
ter- not your ſelves never a one of you be- 
J cauſe of the foundneſs of your” belief, - but * 
+» | 109k for ſoundneſs of heart, and fora right ” 
& & Ppifit to be created in you,-  Spirt * 
cating way endure any thing that the, hiphe - - 
of FR phe PALHED YE ex ;Te 
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12 Truths Ti eftimony againſt the 
it be 'Trutb, you own, then Exerciſe Faith 


- upen it, and whatſoever Sin or Tempration 


aflaults you, ſay, I ſhall overcome in the 
Name of the Lord Jebovab; I ſhall bring 
thee under, be what Luſt Paſſion or Cor- 
ryption ſoever thou wilt, in the name of the 
Lord, I ſhall overcome thee and bring thee 
under. 

Travel on in the Faith committed to you, 
and you will be more than Conquerors ; 
you will nct only grow into external Fel- 
lowſhip with the people of God in the fight 
of Men, but into fellowſhip with the Church 
of the firſt born, whoſe names are written in 
Heaven; and your Communion will not be 
in Words and Doctrine, and Principles of 
Faith ; Bur your Commenion will be with 
God the Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and fo in ell your Meetings together, tke joy 
of the Lord will be your ſtrength, and the 
joy. of his great Salvation your Covering, 
and. he will manifeſt his gracious Preſence 
with-you z and that Power which hath kept 
you to this day from your Childhood, and 
preſerved you in all your Battels and Con- 
flits with the World, and ſtrengthned and 
encouraged you when you ſometimes went 
ſorrowing and mourning night and day, and 


. fearing leſt you ſhould not overcome your 


Adverſaries ; 


Power of Sin and Satan. . 1} 


Adverſariesz that Power that hath kept you 
hitherto, will do- greater things for you 
than you have yet been Witneſſes of, 

"Therefore Dear Friends, this I would 
leave with you, there is nothing will keep 
you and me in that little time that remains 
w 1s here to ſpend'on Earth, but that which 
will keep us in the exerciſe of Faith towards 
God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s able 
to ſave ws to the uttermoſt ; et us wait to 
ſee the power of God for Sandificaticn and 
Holineſs, that will reach as far as ſaving us 
from our Sins, 

This hath been the greateſt reproach that 
ever our Adverſaries have thrown upon us, 
that there are ſome among us that talk of be- 
heving in the power of Ged, and talk of an 
ability for overcoming their fins,) and living 
a Holy life, and living without fin, while 
they themſelves live in it : This 1s the great- 
eſt reproach that ever our Adverſaries have 
thrown upon us; Whoſcever have been the 
cauſe of this reproach, God will require it 
of them, for the Lord is jealous of his 
Name and Glory, and he will have the 
Praiſe and Honour that is Cue to his Great 
Name for working in mus both to will and 
f0 do of bis good pleaſure, faith the A- 
poltle ; though | know nothing by my ſelf, yet 
am 
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14 Truths Teſtimony againf the 


am-l nor hereby juſtified. 'When you'come 
ſo far as that, "that you cannot charge your - 
ſelves, then the Lord will not-charge you, - 


but rake heed that therein. you place not 
your Juſtificatron, hereby you are not 'ju- 


ſtihed. 


Therefore bave an eye to Feſws the Au- 


thor and the Finiſher of your Faith. He be- 


gins the work of Faith, and he will carry #- 


on until he be the finiſher of ir, and 'the ju. 
ſtifier of you; he is the Mediator of the 
New Covenant that alone juſtifies the- Chil. 
dren of God: depend not upon your own 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs for juſtification ; 
keep your eye to Jeſus the Author of 'your 
Faith, who- will alſo be the finiſher of it; 
keep your hearts with all diligence, and walk 
humbly with God, watching leſt your Ad- 
verſary that you have overcome prevail a- 
gainſt you, By going from the Power there 
1s no ſafety for+ the Flock, but only while 
they keep in the Shepherd: Fold z be faith- 
ful and keep your ſelves in the love of God, 
and he will be preſent. with you, and keep 


* you to be his Witneſſes to the end of your 


days, and will raiſe up another. Generation 


* - tobe Witnefles to his Power when he hath 


taken you to himſelf, 
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Power of Sin and Satay. 15 
To that Mighty Power of God | com- 


| - mit you for preſerving of you in humi- 


liry-of Mind and Soul, and my Prayer for 
you ſhall be, that you may go on and make 
a progreſs in the good ways of the Lord un- 


til his Work be finiſhed in you, 
His Prayer after Sermon, 


HP? and Powerful God of Life, who art 
. the Creator of ws all, in whom we 
tive, and move, and have our being, thou 
haſt made us all for the purpoſe of thy Praiſe 
and Glory, that we might ſerve thee in the 
Rand of the Living, among the Soms and 
Daughters of Men, and not only ſo, but thou 
haſt given us thy Holy Spirit, as thou didft to 
thy People of old. O Living God of Life, 
thou - haſt ordained a remnant 10 pive up 
themſelves to be led by it, thouregardeſt them, 
and art with them, and they enjoy from time 
10 time thy Holy Preſence which makes glad 
their Souls, and they hawe Fellowſhip and 
Communion with thee, and thy Son, through 
thy Spirit, by which they are quickned to of- 
fer up pure and living Praiſes wpon thine” Al- 
ter, O kving God of love and I:fe! thou haſt 
ſhed: abroad thy love upm "their hearts, by 
which they are enabled ro pray for their Fne- 
bo. ; : | mics  -. 
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16 His Prayer afrer Sermon. 
ries that. they may come to enjoy Salvation, 
and t he pleaſures which are at thy rigs band , 
which are infinitely. better than all the Plea- 
ſures of this vain World, Holy and powerful 
Father, haws reſpe&. to all our Souls, and 
touch all oxr Hearts with" a ſenſe -of 'thy--Di- 
vine Love, that we may feel the Cords of thy 
Lave drawing our Souls nearer to thy ſelf, 
and aſſuring us that thou haſt a gracious pur- 
poſe 10 ſave ui; O Powerful God of Life 
ſhew forth thy Power, that our - Hearts may 
be touched and quickned thereby to come to 
fear thee and reverence thy Name, and be 
acquainted with thy Operation in their - own 
Hearts, that they may be humbled: and brokep 
before thee, and bow down and Wairſhip in the 
ſencerity and uprightneſs of their Hearts, ſo 
Holy God of Life, if it be thy pleaſure none 
may depart out of this Aſſembly without ſome 
ſenſe of thy Lowe, and feeling of the Power- 
ful Drawings of thy Grace, and without be- 
ing raiſed up to purity of Heayt, and convin- 
ced of the evil of every thing. that is contrary 
to thee, and ſerve thee in Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſueſs, and purſue it with all their Hearts 
and Mmds, and Soul, and Strength, that 
thou mayſt have mercy on them, and pardon 
their Iniquity, and love them ſreely, for [6 
thou haſt ordained in thy Son Feſns Chriſt, 
| oo | that 


His Prayer after Sermon. 17 


that we may receive Remiſſion of Sins, through 
the Belief of thy Everlaſting Truth ; and Holy 
Powerful God of Life, that all thy People may 
| partake of Holineſs and Sobriety, to the praiſe 
of thy Name, and that they may all come to 
obtain a Viftory over all thoſe Spiritual Ene. 
mies that War againſt their Souls, that thy 
| Holy Work of Redemption and Regeneration 
may be carried on, to the ng of thy Grace, 
and the exaltation of thy Holy Name, to 
whom Praiſe belongs, Honour belongs, and 
Wiſdom belsngs, and pure and bumble Thanks- 
givings ; and unto thee the Living God of 
Life we deſire to offer our Praiſes and Ado» 
rations, for thou alone art Worthy; who art 
God oper all, bleſſed for ever and cover, 
Amen, 


Sermon I1, 
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Sermon IL 


Bearing the Croſs of Chriſt the. 
true mark of a Chriſtian. . 


. Preathed at Devonſhire-Houſe _ 


» (ko —_ 
$3 4 


Ip - Fe -iv 4 c1 T C 0 x £ ry 
&. .& 18. quickned to feel.the Power that.1s; I” 


in Chritt- Jeſus, the. Head of [the 
Church z that ſo he may be enabled through 
his Power to bring forth Fruit unto Gad. 
The Eye of the Lord is upon you all, and 
he expeQs ar the hand of every one that they 
- bring forth Fruit unto God, that according” 
to the aboundings of his Mercy towards you, 
'and of his patience and long ſuffering con- 
cerning you, there might at laſt be an an- 
ſwer in the Soul of every one, unto the mer- 
cy and goodneſs of God; they that do not 
know and experience thys, that the long 
ſuffering, - 


Bearing the Croſs. 19 
ſuffering and patience of - God R.deth unto 
Repentance, they know no part of Chriſtia- 
nity; let them make their profeſiion never 
ſo high, and proclaim their notions never fo 
loud ; they that know not the Work of Re- 
pentance wrought in their hearts, as yet,need 
to Learn the firſt Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion, You know it hath been the Cu- 
ſtom of People to learn their Children Prin» 
ciples, and they that have learned their Prin-. 
ciples, they go for Chriſtians whether they 
repent or no, thottgh they go on in S:n' and 
Iniquity all their days, yet they go under 
the: Reputation of Chriſtians, and it. high, 


, -»- 


'. <onnted a Chriſtian upon any other” terts 
now.an this age, than the Lord Chriſt did! - 
'Preach' and Publiſh in the days of his fleſh ;; 
for ne did abſolutely deny that'any Man could 
be his Diſciple, "without taking up a caily 
Crofs, and without ſel denial : Now how 
ſhould a Man at this day be a Chriſtian, or 
a"Diſciple of Chriſt, without" taking up a. 
daily Crofs, 'and without ſelf-denial? We 
[t may be ſome will tell me, that they are 
Baptized into the Chriſtian Faith, and have 
been taught and haye made a profeſſion of 
Chriſtian Princtþles, and affociated thu 
x lelves- 
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20 The true Mark. of a\Chriſtian 
ſelves among thoſe that.make a profeſſion-of 
Chriſt, but here is not a word of a daily 
Croſs in- all this, nor of ſelf-denial ;. fo that 
they would have you to underſtand . in this 
that the terms- of Chriſtianity are changed, 
and that Men may be Chriſtians without the 
terms of Chriſt, or at leaſt reputed ſo, 

And this hath been occaſioned by the 
great Apoſtacy that hath been brought into 
the Church, by a long night of darkneſs, 


| i and by. the revealing of Antichriſt : Anti- 


chriſt hath been diſcovered and revealed, 
and hath ſet up in deſpight of Chriſtianity a- 
falſe Chriſtianity, and there came in the 
terms of a Mans being. accepted and re- 
puted a Chriſtian upon Antichriſts terms ;and 
it you will conform to do thus, and fay ſo, 
you ſhall be admitted into the Chriſtian So- 
ciety ; now all theſe terms of Antichriſt 
have been- ſuch things as an unregenerate 

Man could conform to and comply with. 
And the opening of this dobr hath let into 
the Church abundance of-Hypocrites and E-- 
vil doers, becauſe they were able in- their 
unregenerate ſtate to conform to thoſe. things 
that were required, for in the publick So- 
cicty. of Chriſtians it was not ſaid you -muſt 
be regenerate and take up a daily Croſs, and 
deny your. ſelves, and walk as Ry 
aunts - 
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Saints, -and ſo behave your ſelves that God 
may be glorified, -and the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity honoured by you; theſe were 
the terms of old, but there are other terms 
of a later date of being Chriſtians, 

Now ſeeing this Apoſtacy hath prevailed 
and ſpread over whole Nations and Coun» 
tries, not a few, ſo that whole 'Kingdoms 
have become Chriſtians upon theſe later 
terms, and God is greatly diſhonoured- a- 
mong us, and Chriſt the Holy one moſt hor- ' 
ribly prophaned among us, It is not fo 
common . among Heathens and Infidels; to 
find People wronging and deceiving one 
another, and killing and deſtroying one a- 
nother, . and yet it is the practice of many 
that are called - Chriſtians; theſe are the 
fruits and effeAts of thoſe later times of 
Chriſtianity; Now ſeeing it is thus, which 
no mortal man can deny, I have this Que- 
ſtion to ask, and I defire that you would ſe- 
riouſly weigh it in your Hearts and Souls, 
both. while you are together, and when you 
are ſeparate one from another, whether it 
is not high time for all of-us to return a- 
gain to the firſt terms of Chriſtianity, and 
to reckon no-man a Chriſtian, let him profeſs 
what he wil), ſaving ſuch a one as doth 
know and witneſs that the long-ſuffering and 
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patience and goodneſs of God'doth lead him 
to Repentance, and faving ſuch a” one as 
hath ſo muck Faith towards God, that for 
Love to God he will deny himſelf and take 
up his Croſs, and be a follower of Jefus in 
that way and Life he lived 1n, 

Ir is high time for ail of us to return a- 
eain to the terms of Chriſtianity, that were 
ſet up by a higher Authority than ever An- 
tichriſt had, and before Antichriſt was re- 
vealed ; for though it is true that Antichriſt 
hath obtained power on Earth to eſtabliſh 
bis ſort of Chriſtianity, that is, without the 
Croſs, and a fort 'of Religion whereby 
they indulge themſelves in whatſoever pleas 
ſeth their Carnal Hearts, and Corrupt Minds, 
yet Antichriſt hath not all Power, he is not 
Almighty, I hope, Antichriſt, nor the Beaſt, 
nor the Dragon, nor the Falſe Propher, nor 
the Whore, they have not all Power on 
Earth, though they have a great deal, and 
by thar Power they have eſtabliſh'd Laws; 
Decrees, Canons, and innumerable things 
about Religion, and ſome cry, this: is the 
way you muſt walk in, others cry, the way 
to Heaven lies here, and here you muſt tra» 
vel if you will come thither, Some cry, this 
the truth, others ſay, it 1s crronr' ſo that 
the World is divided, Antichriſts Govern*+ 
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ment in the World is divided z -and when 
8 he Houſe is divided againft it ſelf, there is 
| hopes that it will fall ar laſt, 

Bart there is one to whom all Pawer in 
Heaven and Earth 1s given and commirted, 
and tis Chriftians are- not divided among 


themſelves, buz hey zre of one. heart, and .. 


of one mind, and h: hat. hath all Power in 
Heaven and Earth committed to him, can 
cruſh and bruiſe that power that others have. . 
Herod had fome, and Pi/ate had ſome, but 
Girh Chriſt, your Power « limited; this u your 
bour, and the power of Darkneſs, and thou 
badſft not bad Power, faith Chrift to Pilate, 
were it not given thee from above; here is 
power given to the Dragon, to the Falſe 
Prophet and the Beaſt to ſpeak great things, 
bar this Power ' of Antichriſt is: going away, 
bur Chriſt Jefus was ſent into the World in 
his day to bring people back again ro God, 
and to the Primitive Religion and Obedience, 
and tothe firſt terms of Sotiety and' Com- 
munion, and to a fellowſhip in. Chriſt Jeſus 
through the Holy Ghoſt, 

Now if we had ſet up a way of Religian 
as other Folks have done, which is contained 
in ſome Canons, Articles, DoQtrines, and 
fuch and fuch Obſervations and Command- 
ments of Men ; and if Men will confeſs theſe 
Articles, 
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Articles, and obſerve theſe Canons, they ſhall 


. be of our Society ; then we had done like 


the reſt of the fallen Chriſtians, but we have 
declared from the beginning, that protefling 
our Do&rine and the Principles of Religion 
doth not give any Man Fellowſhip and Com- 


munion with us, but our ;5$ommunion "is in | 
the Self-denying Life, inad a daily Croſs in | 


oppoſition to ſenſual Luit, Vanity, Pride, 


and bitterneſs of Spirit, Corruption, Enmity 
and Wrathz this hath brought us to a Holy 
Fellowſhip and Communion in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and to live in Unity from one Head 
which is Chriſt Jeſus; fo that there 1s not 


. this Mans Church, and the other Mans 


Church among the People of God, 
Do you read in the Primitive times that 


Paxl had his Church, and Peter kis Church, 
and Fames his Church, and Fade his Church ? 
Indeed they had their Meetings as we have 
now, in many Cities and Countries among 
the Fews and Gentiles; but theſe Holy A- 
poſtles that were the firſt Publiſhers of the 
Everlaſting Goſpel, after their Great Lord 
and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, they never did ap- 
propriate any Church to themſelves, that 
was not their buſineſs, but our Work and 
Buſnefs, faith the Apoltle, is ro gather you 
to Chriſt, and preſent you as a Chaſt Virgin 

f0 


S . 


= = Hoo J UD WD 0 To w 'wws FT” 


—» 
DS 


Bearing the Croſs. 25 
to Chriſt, our work is to twrn you from Dark- 
meſs to Light, that you may walk in it, and 
be che Children of ir; our work is to build 
you tp as a Spiritual Heyſe to be reſented to 
Chriſt the Mediatour, 

This is Primitive Chriſtianity that hath its 
Foundation in Holinzs and Righteouſneſs, 
ſincerity and truth, not in Words, and 
Terms, and Articles, and Canons, and De- 
crees, and other Obſervances; this is nat 
the Foundation of true Chriſtianity, nor 
will be again, when the Devils Kingdom is 
deſtroyed, which is a ſhaking, for he in 
whom we believe, hath power from his Fa- 
ther to break the Devils head, Antichriſt 
and the Dragons head. Chriſt Jeſus is fig- 
nited by divers Names, The ſecond Adam, 
Lord from Heaven, the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, but be is the fame Chriſt ; fo Anti- 
chriſt is expreſſed by ſeveral] Terms and 
Names, but he is the ſame Power of Dark» 
neſs, he hath made the Nations drunk, and 
Þ ſtagger and deſtroy and devour one ano- 
tner, 

This hath been done in the fallen ſtate of 
Chriſtians, and the deſign which the Lord 
Chriſt hath im fending bis Minifters and 
Workmen to labour among you, is to re- 
ore Men to the firſt Chriſtanicy, and to 
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26 The true Mark of a Chriſtian 
bring Men to God, that Religion is not " 
made up of DoQtines, Articles, Canons and © 
Decrees of Men, but it hath the word of { 
God for its Foundation : be that hath as 
ear t0 hear let him hear: there 13 ſome Spi- 
rit, and Power, and viſible work in a true } 
Chriftian, which the falſe Chriſtian never + 
had. The falſe Chriſtians have taken the | 
Name and the Profefſion of Chriſt, and their | 
Fruits have been diſhonourable to him : 
they might as well make profeſſion of Anti- 
chriſt and Satan, they have a form of God- 
lineſs, they have ſome of the Word, but 
they deny the Power. What 1s their Reli- 
gion and outward Profeflion, when they 
want the internal Life, and the motions of 
-rhe Holy Spirit; if they bring forth the 
Curſed Fruits of the fleſh, enmity, wrath 
Luſt, and Corruption, which belongs te 
the fallen Nature and the unregenerate 
ſtate? 

The Apoſtle takes notice of this dece! 
and hypocrifie in Religion, which. wa 
growing up before he died, Men baving 
form of Godlmeſs,and denying the Power ther 
of, from ſuch turn away, If there be an 
Brethren that walk diſorderly, have no Com 
pany or Fellowſhip with them, it you wou 
have the holy Name of Jeſus free fron 
{candal, Ti 
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{ 'This hath been thedeſign of all the Faith- 
2 ful Miniſters of Chriſt, to keep their Holy 
3 Profeflion of the Name of Chriſt free from 
reproach z that the holineſs of Gods ways 
might be ſeen in the holy Lives of the Pro- 
feflors of them, Till men come to know this, 
and take up their Daily Croſs, and exerciſe 
q Self-Denya), their Chriſtianity is good for 
© nothing ; I would not have you truſt in-1t; 
© neither in Articles, Tenents, or Obſervations; 
-E b utſee how with your Lwes you anſwer 
[- your Profeſſion : Chriſt was Holy, Harm- 
uy leſs, Undefiled, Separate from Sinners, And 
-E why ſhould not Chriſtians be ſo too ? How 
can Chriſtians be followers of Chriſt, and 
not ſeparate from Sinners ? Chriſt was fo. 
He went one way, and Sinners went ano» 
ther ; they followed their Sins and Luſts, 
but he followed the Work his Heavenly Fa- 
Fther ſent him abour, Tf thou art a follower 
Hof Chriſt thou art worthy ofthe Name of a 
hriſtian, Do Drunkards and Swearers fol. 
ow Chriſt ? Do the Wanton and Proud fol. 
ow him-; Do the Unclean and Hypocrites 
ollow Chriſt? You know, they do nor, 
hy do you call them Chriſtians ? "This is a 
Weproach and ſhame to the Holy Name of 
"W-lus, and to true Chriſtianity, that any of 
W-cſe Folks ſhould be called Chriſtians, bue 
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ſuch as are followers of Chriſt ,who are Holy, 4 


Harmleſs, and Undefiled , and Separate from 


© Sommers, 


This is fuch a ſtrange kind of Doctrine, 
yet if it had been Preached in the Primitive F 
Times, there was People that would have © 
received it as Apoſtolical Dodtrine, that a # 
man ſhould Crucifie the Fleſh with the | 
AﬀeCtions and Luſts : For, faith the Apoſtle, j 
Aortifie your Members which are on Earth; 
If you through the Spirit do mortifie the deeds 
of the Body ye ſhall Live, but if ye Live after 
the Fleſh ye ſhall die. And to be Carnally | 
minded #s Death, but te be Spiritually mind.- 
ed i Life and Peace: This was ſound 
Do&rine then. 

Now come and tell a man he ſhall cer- i 
tainly Periſh and come to Damnation for all 8 
his Profeſſion, if he doth not mortifie the 1 
deeds of the Fleſh ; If he lives in Sin and c 
dies in it he is like to periſh'*? How many F 
bave been haled to Gaols and Dungeons, on- : ; 
Iy for Preaching this DoCtrine, and when 
we were firſt ſent to Preach we durſt not do 
otherwiſe ? And God did not fend 'us te 
Preach till he had waſhed us, and ſanCtified 
us, and fitted us for the work of the Miniſtry, 
Now when we ſaw in the Holy Scriptures 
tffur God did work pon others Þy his Sp" 
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rit, before he ſent them to Preach the Gol- 
| ; was not here ſufficient Authority given 
2 to Preach the downfal of Sin, and deſtruCti- 
3 on of it? One would think that ſuch a one,. 
I thus called and ſent of God, had as good 
| Authority to Preach the Everlaſting Goſpe), 
7 as the Laws enafted by all the Princes of 
{ the World could give him; a man fare 
. & that had ſuch Authority for Preaching the 
Goſpel, would not need to wait for Orders 
and Approbation ; he wou!d not ſtay for an 
Induction, The Apoſtle Paul took it for a- 
Commiſſion that was credicable when he tells 
, | you of his miſſion, It was not by Many but- 
1 y the will of Ged that he was called to 
4 Freach the Goſpel. If we ſhould fay we 
were made Preachers, if you ask by whom, 
never a manin the World can tell youz. 
11} Þut we were made Preachers many years ag: 
Not by Man, or by the Authority of Man 
but by the will of God. What was your 
Commiſſion?co turn men from darkneſs (that 
darkneſs we bad formerly lived in) To turm 
them from darkneſs unto light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God. The Apoſtle 
ſums up his Commiſſion in a few words; the 
ord told me / muſt turn men from darkneſs - 
#0 light, This is our Commiſſion that we- 
RF have . 
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have received from God in this Age, to turn 
men from darkneſs. | 

But ſome will ſay, that we have not Hu. 
maneLearning & Qualifications for the work | 
ef the Miniſtry : To this I anſwer, If I heard 
a man Swear or tell a Lie, I could tell him that 
this was not of God, TJ had Learniog enough 
to know, and tell men, and ſay that Whor- | 
ing, Drunkennefs, and Swearing, and Lys | 
ing were works of the Fleſh, and fruirs of 
the Deviis Power z I would have you turn 
from theſe works to the Power of Gad, 
What is that Power of God ? I will tell you, 
its a manifeſtation of Grace in your Hearts, 
that will draw you away from the Love of 
all theſe things ; the Grace of God, Þthe 
Power of God to Salvation to thein that 
believe : To &s many as received Chriſt, to 
them he pave power to become the Sons of 
God; to fjar: as believe im his Name, Such 
Chriſtiazs will ſhew forth the Power and 
Life of Religion in their Converſations ; 
So that her < 1s a ſufficient Authority, no 
want of Authoricy, 

[ have been ſometime examined by what 
Authority do you Preach ? By the highbelt 
Authority in Heaven and Earth, by the Au- 
thority of God that came by Chriſt, the Re- 
deemer, What do you Preach ? Truth » 
ene 
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the inward parts, Grace and Truth, and &- 
gainſt all filrhineſs of Fleſh and Spirir, 

As long as Antichriſt hath a Rule, you 
muſt not Preach down Sin without Autho. 
rity; you muſt have power, you muſt be 
Ordained, and have an Induction before you 
undertake to preach the Gafpel, and_preach 
3 down Sin and Wickedneſs : the Devil hath 
got ſuch Power and Rule, that ſome tell us, 
that no Man can live without Sing it it 
pleaſe God: here, and there to raiſe a M:n 
and bring him to a Holy and Righteous 
Life 3 this Man wants a Patemr, a Commil- 
fion, an Induction, an Ordination to Preach 
and Cry down Sin in other Folks; what 
Commithon had the Pſalmift when he aid, 
Cope all ye that fear the Lord, and I wil 
tell you what be hath done for my Sonl, 

Is it not high time for People that have 
Evidences of the Love of God ſhed abroad 
upon their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt,to bear 
their Teftimony egainſt ſin and wickedneſs 
Is it not high time for every bodies mouth 
to be opened, that God hath been pleaſed 
to open, to- teſtite againſt ſuch a horrible 
miſt of darkneſs that is come over Men: to 
-M teſtific againſt Hypocrifie, Uncleanneſs, and 
Unrighteouſneſs? 


— a 5 » ww FY UWP TY V 


SY omg © 6 


ao Wo w# —», © oY 


GS 


wy 


Cen 


B 4 It 


32 "The true Mark of a Ghriftian 


k. was the great dcfign of the Primitive 


Preachers of the Goſpel, to cry down that | 
which ſome Miniſters cry vp, ſo that Chri- / 


ſtianity is not like whag it was, for then they 


told them that there was no Happineſs but 


by: breaking off from Sin by Repentance. No 


poſibility of Salvation without confeſling 


and forfaking Sin, and truſting in the Mer. | 


cy of God through Chriſt for the Pardon of 
it. Tel] them of the' mercy of God, and the 
blood of Chriſt, they will tell you that they 
cannot be cleanſed from all Sin, they can- 
not live without Sin, How comes 1t to 

ſ that there are Miniſters th2r Preach an 
impoſibility of Living wkhout Sin, when 
we are aſſured in tne Holy Scriptures, that 
without holineſs no man ſhall ever ſee the 
Lord? and that there ſhall in no wiſe enter 
into the Kingdom of God any thing that de- 
fileth, neither whatſcever worketh abomina- 
tion, or maketh a Lie? Rev. 21. 27, How 
comes this ; that Miniſters preach an 1mpoflt- 
bility of living without Sin? Will any of 
you, faith he, be ſo preſumptuous as to ſay” a 
man may live without fin ? I will prove it 
from good Authority, both from Scripture 
_ Fathers that no Man in the World can 
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If any ſet themſelves to it"in ther own 


1 firength, the Devil will make a fool of them ; 
| ſome indeed have gone about it in their 


own Power and Will, and have Cloyſtered 
themſelves up in Monafteries, and ſhur 
themſelves up between two Walls, that 
they might be ſeparated from all Society, 
and live without Sin, they would do it in 
their own power, and-the Devil 1s ſtronger 
than they. 
Let me tell you, Men of the greateſt 
Wiſdom, Courage and Strength, of- the 
moſt excellent natural parts that any Man 
can have, are not able to grapple with their 
Enemy the Devil by their own power; there: 
are Szeds of all Siv, and Luft and Concupr- 
ſence ſown in their hearts; fo far this is 
right and ſound DoQtrine, that no man can 
do-any thing in his own power and ſtrength; 
bur here is the miſtake z a Man hath been 
a long time wreſtling with his Sins and Luſts, 
to get the ViRtory over them, but by woful 
experience he finds his weakneſs and inſuf- 
ficiency, he is ſunk in his harneſs, . and fo- 
hath given over the Battle, ſaying, I ſhall 
never overcome the Devil and his Tempta- 
tions, my Sins and Lufts are too hard for 
me, I deſpair of ever overcoming them in 
my own ſtrength, by all that I can doz- 
8+ i n_ 
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that is true enough, but thou muſt needs 
periſh becauſe thou canſt never overcome 
thy Corruprions : if ever I be ſaved it muſt 
be the free Grace of God that muſt ſave me. 
How canſt thou come to lay hold on the 
free grace of God? I amtold I muſt lay 
hold on Chriſt by Faith, who is the Media- 


. tour between God and Man, and he is my 


only Redeemer, there is no Salvation in any 


other; this is very well, now thou art a 


Believer, what doſt thou expe, what doſt 
thou hope that Chriſt will give thee? He 
will not give me power over my Corrup- 
tions ſo as to live without Sin, that is more 
than I hope for, but I expe that Chriſt 
will reveal his power in me, and give me 
fo much ſtrength and power againſt my Luſts 
and Corruptions, that they may not hay? 
Dominion over me; now if you tell me*that 
you hope for ſtrength and power from 
Chriſt againſt Sin, Satan, and Corruption, 
do you now tell me that it is ſtill impoſſible? 
k was impoſſible before indeed to live with- 
out Sin when thou didſt truſt in thine own 
ſtrengch, but now when thou comeft to have 


grace and aſſiſtance '%um the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, the Son of God and Saviour of the 


World, that giveth thee ability to with- 


ftand Temptation, and overcome thy Cor- 
ruptions, 
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ruptions, and the Luſts of thy own. heart. 
What, is it impoſſible til! to live without. 
Sin?. then thou mayſt ſay the Devils Slave I 
am and muſt be, for-there is no other Pow- 
er in Heaven or Earth for thee to lay hold 
of, if thine own power, nor Chriſts power 
neither can dos then thou doſt fay that the 
Devil is Almighty. Thus they tell, us, 
when Chriſt hath revealed his power iT 1s 
impoſſible ſtill, | 

If I ſhould call this Antichriſhan DoCtrine,. 
I could make it out. Blefſed be God, I do 
believe that Chriſt is able to preſerve me. 
from the Devils T<mptations, ' and all his 
inſtruments, if I believe, though I cou!d not 
do it in mine own Power, yet by Chriſts. 
power I may be preferved an hour without 
Sin: If fo, then a day, and it one day, 
then a. thouſand days it | live (6 long ; 
Chrift hath promiſed that he will bruiſe Sa-. 
tan and tread him under feet, and deſtroy 
bis works, and judge you- whether Sin be. 
not the Devils work, ſhall I deſpond, or de- 
ſpair to have the Devils work deſtroyed in-. 
me ? 

Here is ground for you all to believe, he: 
that hath Faith may lay hold of this Power | 
which is cftered of God, therefore lay hold. . 
of it, elſe your Religion will be good for. 
nothin g . 
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- nothing, This is the enjoyment of a true 
Believer, that he receives power from Chriſt 
to' deny himſelf, therefore all their pretend- 
ed Chriftianity and Profeſſion at the day of 
Judgment will melt away like Snow, Theſe 
Canons, Articles, Forms and Liturgies, theſe 
will melt away when the day of the Lord 
comes to burn upon them; none but they 
that feel the redeeming vertue of the blood 
of Chriſt, that have their Souls filled with 
the Love of God, and whatſoever ghey'love 
in the World, they that will part with it 
fer Chriſts ſake, ſhall be accepted, . 

I am not for ſerting up this and the other 
Sect or Opinion ; if it be among thoſe of 
my owa profeſſion, if they profeſs holineſs, 
and bring forth unrighteouſneſs it is all one; 
I ſhall not value their Profeſſion, There 
are many in this City and Nation that have 
ſheltred themſelves under the profeflion of 
\ Truth, and talk of perfection, and have 
brought their Luſts and imperfections with 
them : here Antichriſt 1s trying another 
Game to bring them under a profeſſion that 
will ſerve his turn ; the Devil will allow 
menProfefſion if they will but live according 
- to their own Hearts Luſts, ſo that they may 
fave his head from the blow that Gods 

Sao Power 
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power will bring upon ir, fo they may dif- 
honour the Holy Name and Religion they 
make profeſſion of ; thus ſaith theWpoſtle, 
I have told you often, and now tell you 
weeping, they were Chriſtians fo called to- 
whom he ſpake, but they - are Enemies to 
the Croſs of Chrift, not to the Profeſſion of 
Chriſt ; he did not ſay they were ſtrangers 
to the Croſs of Chriſt, but Enemies toit ; 
they let ir fall, they kept the Name Word 
and DoCtrines up, but they let the Croſs fall, 
how much were theſe Chriſtians worth, ſure 
but very little ? 

Nay, Antichriſt hath been fo filly, that 
becauſe the words are ſo put upon the Croſs, 
No being Diſciples of Chriſt without the 
Croſs; the words of Scripture are ſo put 
upon it, Thinks Antichriſt I ſhall never 
perſwade the People to be at eaſe, unleſs I 
give them a Croſs z therefore he ſets them a 
making Croſſes, They muſt *be Baptized 
with the Croſs; they ſay we deny not the 
Croſs-of Chriſt, we hang it about our necks, 
we ſet it up in all our Meetings and Acade- 
mies, and many Princes and Wiſe Men, 


and Learned Men have been fo bewitched 


and drunk with deluſions, that they have cal- 
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with their own handsz they have .made 
Chriſts and prayed to them, and all their 


Crucifixes, Forms aud Liturgies which they 
have made with their own hands: 


L 


 Religiþhath been putting together Crofles, | 


Here is Chriſtianity in an empty: profeſ- 
fron, but where is the Soul of it? I would 


enquire for the life of-it,. I would ſee Chri- 
ſtianity living in. love to God above all, 
and loving our Neighbours as our ſelves ; 
When this Chriſtianity comes, there will be 
no killing one another, nor perſecuting-one 
another, nor fulfilling the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
nor pleading for it neither, 

Bleſſed be God, that our eyes have ſeen 
the Witneſles-raiſed, and life from Heaver: 
come into them 5 and now Religion begins. 
to have a Life and a Soul, and ſhews it ſelf 
in a little remnant z there is a people raiſed 
by God that feel life in their Worſhip, in 
their Families, in their Converſations, and in 
their behaviour towards Relations, they do. 


what they do as to God ;. many Lads and: 


Laſſes, Men-Servants, and Women: Ser- 
vants, they do their Work. and Service not 
barely .to pleaſe their. Maſter and Miſtriſ, 
but to pleaſe God : the life they live s by. 
the Faith of the Son of God; they live as 
becomes. the Members of his Body ; Ty 
ancy. 
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bands love their Wives not ſimply becauſe 
they are their Wives as the Men of the. 
World do, but they do it upon the account 
of inward Religion, and of the Divine Fel- 
lowſhip and Communion they have . in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Husbands ſhould love their 
Wives as Chriſt loved his Church and laid 
down his Life f6r it 5 ſo a Man ſhould love 
his Wife, and be tender over her, and Mi- 
niſter to her, 

The Life of Chriſtianity hath taught us 
to behave our ſelves ſo as God may have ' 
Glory, and Chriſtianity be reſtored to. its an- 
tient Luſtre and Beauty that it had in for- 
mer days, 

But ſome will ſay, do as well as you can, - 
Men will never love you; if you have the 
Soul of Chriſtianity you ſhall be reviled and 
ſcandalized: Men will make works again 
you, and ſftrow Papers againſt you, and ſer 
the Magiſtrates againſt you ; live as well as 
you can they will follow you, and diſturb 
you, | 

That is more than you know; if a Man 
once come to feel the life of Chriſtianity 
working in him, and the power of it keep- 
ing him from doing evil andwiſhing evil to 
his Enemies, and diſpoſing his mind to a 
irame of praying for them, inclining him to 
pity 
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pity them ; if aMan come to this ſtate,he is at 
ce in himſelf, and enjoys tranquility of 
mind; he looks up to the Mediatour Chriſt 
Jeſus, and feels an anſwer of peace in his 
own Soul, and is come to reſt in himſelf. 
Now concernicg Perſecution, Hatred and 
Enmity between the Womans Sced and the 
Serpentine Seed, and how long it will laſt; 
God whom we ſerve did ſay to the Devil 
in Paradice, I will put enmny berween thee 
and the Woman, and b:tween thy ſeed and 
ber ſeed, it ſhall bruiſe thy bead, and thou 
ſhalt bruiſe his heel. So that it is not to be 
expected that the Seed of the Serpent, that 
thoſe that are born of that ſeed can love 
thoſe that are born of the Womans Seed ; 
1t 1s pcflible that thoſe that are born of the 
Seed of the Serpent ſhould be tranſlated and 
brought out of that corrupt ſtate, but it is 
impoſſible that thoſe that are born of the 
Fleſh, ſhould love thoſe that are born of the 
Spirit, while they continue in their unrege-- 
nerate State, but will perfecute them: it is 
like a natural inftin& as for water to run 
downward, and fire to fly upward; were 
not all Men and Women born Children of 
wrath, and naturally Enemies in their minds 
{ to Chrift Jeſus? And did he die and ſuffer 
8 forthemall ? fo that the very nature of the 
1" S-.-:- | thing 
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thing is the very reaſon why Chriſt died to 
Redeem thoſe that were his Enemies to be 
his Friends, 

Suppoſe I or any other to be a Member 
of Chriſt, and Mcn do perſecute me and re- 
vile me, and hate me, ſhould I not love 
them, and do good unto them ; when I ſee 
one infinitely better than either you or I, do 
it for us > when we were Enemies, Chrift 
bath ſent his Spirit into ouwr Hearts that we 
might become Friends of him, and ef him 
that ſent him ; thisis the effe@ of the Right- 
couſnefs of Chriſt, and of his innocence, that 
Enemies may become Friends z thus have 
many been brought ro a Friendſhip of 
Truth that were Enemies of it ; if we could 
not ſuffer for the Teſtimony we have recet- 
ved of God, what were it worth > but ſee= 
ing God hath not only given us to believe, 
bur to ſuffer for his Name, many have-been 
turned by this means from darkneſs to light, 
and many more will; the light breaks forth 
apace, notwithſtanding there hath been fo 
much ado to ſtop ir. ; 

[t hath been the deſign of many Learned 
Men of this Nation, how ſhall we ſtop theſe 
mens mouths that preach the DoErine of 
Truth in the inward parts, the Light within, 
and Chriſt within them ? I will not Ro 
tne 
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- the many Laws that have been-made againſt 

- them that will not Preach Lies,” but the | 
power of Chriſt and his truth, now what } 
will you do? You cannot lay hands on them 
as you uſed to do; no, but we will reproach 
them with the tongue, we will render them | 
odious to the Government, as perſons thar | 
will over-turn Church and State, and that 
preach falſe DoEtrine z and when all is done, 
and they have ſaid their worſt, People will 
{till believe that Sin and Wickedneſs is hate- 
ful to God, that God takes no delight in 
Sin, and that the Devil will lead us to Sin; 
he that keeps moſt from Sin, keeps moſt out 
of the Devils Clutches, and he that lives 
moſt Holy, is moſt like ro God. 

- Theſe things we will Preach, and we will - 
go on in this Teſtimony, that the beſt way 
that men can take is to break off rheir Sins 
by Repentance, and turn to God their 
Maker with their whole hearts, and that 
they will look to their ways, and ſearch and 
try and examine their hearts, and if they ſee 
evil to keep out of it; this is ſuch a thing 
as there is no withſtanding of ir, it will. go 
through this Nation, and all the Nations of 
the Earth, 

What if a Company of People ſhould 


combine together, and ſay, we will not w_ 
ec 
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the Sun to ſhine upon the City of London 
what courſe muſt we take > when the Sun 


s 15 down we will build a Bank or high Wall 


ro intercept irs Light ; but notwithſtanding 
all their endeavours, when the Sun rifeth it 
will get over all their high Banks and Walls; 
ſo all the Deſigns and all the Contrivances a- 
gainſt the Light of the Goſpel, and againſt 
Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and againſt 
the Spirit of Chriſt, the Light will aſcend 
and get over the heads of them all; and it 
will confound them, and break through all 
oppoſition. 

I Exhort you all (my Friends) that laying 
aſide all Doftrines and Tenents, and Con- 
troverſies among Ohriſtians, to come to this 
imple The ſis and Poſition, it is no matter 
what I profeſs of Religion it my Life be not 
anſwerable to it, if there be not a love to 
God, and my Neighbour, and to mine 
own Soul; there is no Life nor Power in my 
profefiion of Religion : I will reſt ſatisfied in 
the meaſure of Knowledge that God hath 
given mez I muſt not do to my Neighbour 
what I would not have my Neighbour do to 
me; I muſt be upright and fincere towards 
God; God will not accept of any Worſhip 
from me, when I am unclean in Body and. 
in Mind too 53 we muſt ſee that we be P@i- 


fied, 
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fied, for God will not accept of an Offer- 


ing from an unclean heart; you cannot bring | 
8 clean thing out of an unclean, ſaith our-Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, the great Preacher of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs; 1 muſt {1 make the 
Tree good before the Fruit will be ſo; you, 


| | and Iare theſe Trees, *till we bave ſome- 


thing good in our ſelves, we cannot baing 
forth good Fruit. 

Therefore you muſt have reſpe&t to the 
Principle of SanCtification in your own 
hearts, and turn you to what you may feel 
an experience of in your ſelves, ſame Princi- 
ple of Grace and Light in your hearts, that 
can diſtinguiſh between good thoughts and 
evil thoughts, Is this good for me to do Þ | 
will go on in it with faith and courage, but 
if it be evil, I will not couch with it, though 
there be profit and pleaſure to allure and 
draw me to it; I will not touch with it 
though I might gain the World by it, 

Here is Chriſtianity with Life and Soul 
in itz we have been ſcandalized as it we 
Preached up Errour for Juſtification : We 
ſay there is no Juſtification without SanCti- 
fication z ſo you that know the Power, live 
it, and you that defire ro know, turn your 


miggs to the Light and Grace of God, and 
you 
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you will feel the Power that will oppoſe 


Y Sin in its Motion, and it-will never trouble 


you 1n its - Aftion and Workings. If I 
would not do ill to my Neighbour, and 
I judge fuch a Motion when it is ſuggeſted; 
it will never tro.\hle my Conſcience, becauſe 
when the Devil'mor28 me to it I rejeted it ; 
I would not folldw him, Ir is no Sin to be 
tempted, for our Saviour that was perfe&ly 
Holy and free from all Sin was yet tempted; 
he had motions in his mind, but he withſtood 
them; and reſiſted the Devil in all his 
Temptations: Chriſt was tempted that he 
might be able to ſuccour us when We are 
tempted 3 and he will do it for all thoſe that 
wait for him, 

Therefore, Friends, truſt in the Name of 
the Lord, and you ſhall feel the ſtirrings of 
that Power, that Hath called you out of dark- 
neſs znto the Marvellons light of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs wherein you live, and which 
will ſhine to his Immortal Glory and Praiſe, 
and the Everlaſting comfort of your Im- 
moral Souls, 


SErMON 


Sermon [III 


"The Spirit of Chuiſt the only 
True Guide. 


Preached at Grace-Church-Street, 
Ottober 29. 1690. 


OU that are met together in the name 
of the Lord, and have your expectati- 
on from God, and are really waiting to re- 
ceive a bleſſing from his Bountiful hand 
you are they to whom the Lord will commu- 
nicate the good things of his kingdom, 
and inſtruct you in the Divine knowledge 
which the wiſdom of this World cannot find 
out ; you ſhall have your portion in the bleſ- 
{ings prepared for you, and laid up in Chriſt 
for youz to be handed forth to you from 
Day"toDay for your ſupport:And hereby you 
have been preſerved & kept alive unto this 
Day: You have received yourNouriſhment,& 
Divine 
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Divine and Spiritual Refreſhment always in 
the preſence of God; when you have been 
out of his Preſence you have met with 
troubles, and darkneſs hath Gendered upon 
your Minds, and Vailed and Clouded your 
Underſtandings, that you have been ſome= 
times in danger to loſe your way, until you 
have returned again unto the Great Shepherd 
and Overſeer of your Souls, by whom you 
bave bad Acceſs unto God, You that have 
had theſe experiences, O! Ler your Hearts 
and Souls be engaged to continue together in 
one Heart and one Mind, ferving the Lord 
and waiting *'upon him for ſomething that 
may do you good, that may ſtrengthen 
you and confirm you in the preſent 
Truth, 

For there are a great many that are con- 
vinced, that do yet want eſtabliſhment; there 
are a great many that know the Truth, yet 
cannot be brought to abide in it ; but are 
ſometimes drawn out of ir, and then they 
meet with trouble in their minds, and Dij/- 
treſs and Anguiſh lays hold upon them ; and 
they. do not .enjoy . that Tranquility and 
Peace, and that Inward Joy which they be. 
lieve others do enjoy at the ſame time; a 
which they might have <njoyed if they had 
abode ſtedfaſt in the T'ruth, Now what is 
ts 
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it that will eſtabliſh ſuch a one, but their 
waiting upon God, + to receive Power from 
him to refaſt the Temptations, and the mani- 
fold Wiles and Snares of their Souls Enemy? 
whereby they are daily in. danger to be 
drawn away from God; drawn out .of the 
way. 

. You know Friends, how the Lord brought 
us into this Exercife of waiting upon him, 
\by making us ſenſible that there was none 
could belp us but him. Teachers we have 
always had, and Men that have ſpoken of 
God, ſpoken / of his Power, and ſpoken of 
his Wiſdom; but how to dwell in that 
Power, and ſtand eſtabliſhed in it, as at all 
' times to refiſt the Power of the wicked one; 
this is that which no man can belp us to, 
and upon this account it was that the Lords 
People were fain to cleave cloſe to him, and 
by Faith to have their dependance upon him 
and cry in their Souls, Lord, unleſs thou efta- 
bliſh me, I ſhall never beeſtabliſhed. 

The confirming power that ſtayes and ſet- 
tles their minds upon the Lord, it comes 
from him, it is handed to us through the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom we have believed 
in ; they that kept their Faith in him have 
had longings and breathings of Soul, that 


they might geceive ſome Divine agg -4 
a, | 
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him,8& through bim, So that they that meat 
rogether in this mind, they feel a ſettlement 
in the Truth a# it is manifeſted anc revealed 
in them, and goes down into thr deep where 
Unity is known, where they are of ane mind, 
and the Soul is made capable of putting forth 
ſtrong Cries to God, and LivingBreathings & 
Prayers to God, that he will teach them how 
they ſhall profit, how they ſhall grow, 
how they ſhall ſerve.him, and bonour kim 
in their Day ; that he will reveal his Power 
in thern, to expel any Darkneſs or Vail that 
hath been gathered upon their minds, that 
doth hinder them from beholding ſo much 
glory and excellency in the Truth, andin 
the Ways of God as at ſometime they have 
beheld. And fo theſe are Travellers that are 
Travelling with the Lord in Faith to receive 
a bleſſhng at his hands. Their minds are not 
lefr to this, or that, or the other man ; or 
to meer words or viſible things, but they feel 
the word of Truth anſwering the Truth in 
themſelves; and they receive comfort and 
benefit becauſe they find a blefling to ariſe in 
them, Theſe words reach my Soul, theſe 
adminiſter help to me, and 1 am comforted 
in them, becauſe I find thoſe works working 
in me, or wrought in me. 
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For Alas! my Frieads, you know many 
of - you, ſome hear the word, and the De. 
* clarations in the Word are but ſounds unto 
them,” that have no experience of the work 
that is fignifhi:d by the word ; ſo many. ſuch 
people do-hear the lovely ſound, and they 
are affected many times to hear talk of the 
work of Regeneration, and of the enjoy: 
ments of Gods people, and how they are 
born up in all their Tryals by an inward 
and divine Power, and how they are always 
kept alive ro God, and preſerved: in his li- 
ving preſence ; but this doth not bear them 
up-1n a time of 'Trya], but if a Tryal or an 
Affliction comes they fink under it, and} 
they are filled with anguiſh and perplexity, 
ſo that the word barely heard ſpoken, and! 
heard, and not rooted in the mind, doth not! 
miniſter to the work ; the words ſpoken dot 
not carry that kind of operation upon them! 
as to witneſs an inward work wrought upon 2 
them. 

But where there is an «fieftual work and 
operation in the Soul, it continues in its 1x 
bþour 2nd travel from Death to Life, And 
as thoſe Heavenly things, thoſe Divine op« 
rations of Gods Power are ſpoken of, there 
an Amen in your Souls,ſaying asfar as yougor: 
have travelled ; thus hath God dealt withÞÞ9 
me, 
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me, he hath indeed by his power carried 
ſome beyond my Scate and Condition, and 
 & my Faith is hereby-firengihned, and my 
: & Hope is confirmec : be that hath begun a 
1 | go0d work fo graciuuſl, in my Soui,, will 
y | carry on his own work, and bring me to 
e | higher atrainments and turther experiences 
;» © that ſome of his Servanrs bear witnefs of, 
e $92 that now being «xerciſed,the work goes 
df on, and the pleaſure of the Lord proſpereth in 
T Chriſtians, that when they mect together in 
i- the name of the Lord, they know for them- 
m8 ſelves thar the Lord 1s preſent with them, 
an they know what the word of the Lord is 
ad} unto them ; if they hear the werd preached 
y, | '2 another State and Condition then what 
nd 5 their State and Condition, yet they abide 
zotfin and keep tnat which makes manifeſt to; 
doſthem their own Srate: and this ſuffers not 
emſthe Soul ro be carried away with the word, 
on 2nd fight and viſion of a higher ſtate than 
their Faith can witneſs toz and they keep 
and ilow, and humble, and tender, and have- a 
care of their own Souls; as the Apoſtle when 
he was come to glorious and high attain- 
ments in the work of the Lord, yet he 
would not glory of any thing, but what the 
youerace of God wrought in him: We do got 
oalt of things that are not wrought it 
C 2 Ic 
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It 38 Poſſible for the Creature to gather in, 
and comprehend the form of things, that 
they have not the work of in them ; and a 
great many have done fo to their great da- 
mage, and ſome (it 1s to be feared) to their 
utter ruine. They have comprehended high 
things, and the notions of great attainments, |; 
they have heard them declared and fpoken of 
thus, and ſo, and ſome have in their ſpecu- 
lations declared to others their Conceptions 
about thoſe things, yet thoſe things were ; 
never wrought in them: they could Preach | 
, of humiliation when the root of Pride wa | 
not removed : they could Preach of Rege-f| , 
neration and the Old Man net put off, and 
. the New Man Created in Righteouſneſs notÞ | 
put on, All this kind of Preaching bath 
been in the World, and is ftill roo much inf} , 
World, but it hath not produced and brought , 
forth any profic and advantage to the Saul,ſf jj 
either to Preacher or Hearer; for it hath not g 
been accampanied with a Divine and Heay| jj 
venly Blefling, but the true Miniſtry Or 
dained of God brings forth a work of Holi 
neſs and Righteouſneſs in the Soul, 
And therefore every one that God hati 
thus reached, and hath opened your unde 
ſtandings, and hath made you capable « 
comprehending and of —— 
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Things, take heed leſt by the ſubtilty of Sa- 


ran and the wiles of your great Enemy, you 
| be at any time lifred up, and exalted in your 
- | Minds in the notion of the things that you 
[ } have not attained ; not that you ſhould not 
1 | fo underſtand the things of God that 
2 | God openeth to you, as they are many times 
opened to the Creature, before the work of 
1 them is in the heart of the Creature: and 
F why ſo? Why are they opened to me ? Ir 
is for thy encouragement that if thou doſt 
hold on, and be ftedfaſt in waiting upon the 
= Lord, theſe things God hath mn ſtore for - 
z-'|| thee, 
Now the Creature waits, and faith, though 
19 1 have not atrained ſuch” things as I have 
ſen, yet the very fight of them encourageth 
me to wait upon the Lord, that I may ex- 
pht pertence the witneſs of them in my felf : 
lf there are many that have had ſome taſt of 
great j»y> .and apprehenſions ef Heavenly 
things which they have not attained, . but 
"they know what they are waiting upon 
God for; not thar they may have. a little 
joy which paſſeth through them, bur come 
to have that j»y and tranquility which will 
accompany them 1n all their Doings, and 


e OFiheir whole Converſation. God hath opened 
Wilymany things to you, and you have ſeen the 
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way of Righteouſneſs which he hath caſt up 
for you: and many have taken ſtrait ſteps 
ſo themſelves, till rhey have attained to far, 
Now my Salvation # near.y than when I at 
firft believed, Let ſuch go on and foliuw 
that Guide by which they have been direCt- 
ed, and they ſhall at laſt attain to a further 
Stare, not only to know that their Sz]vation 
15 now nearer, than when they at fiſt be- 
licred, but that they may come through the 
Divine Spirit of Grace that they followed, 
and fo cloſely cleaved to, as their_blefled 
Guide m their way, to have an enterance 
adminiſtred to them abuntdenily into the S.l- 
vation of God, whereby they may fit down 
in the Kingdom of God with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Faceb, and have a Wall about 
them which is the Salvation of Gad. 

Here is a great encouragement for Sin- 
ners, and Upright ones to follow on to know 
the Lord, and then they are ſure they (hall 
know him, for they ſhall behold his Glory, 
and their Sou!s ſhall be ſatisfied, for nothing ® 
elſe will fatizhe them, 

People may have great openings and great 
diſcoveries of things, and may have delight 
and joy in the opening of things, as it was 
with the Diſciples, when Chriſt our Lord s' 
Converſed with them in the Fleſh. he op 
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ed many things to them, and they had great 
]-y and Comfort in thoſe things which he 
opened to them, yet there was ſomething 
wanting to ſuffice them, John 14. 8. Phillip 
ſaid unto Chriſt, Lord ſhew ws the Father and 
it ſufficeth ws ; there was ſomething further 
to be diſcovered and revealed, ſo that they 
could not find their Souls to be (atizhed and 
ſuſhced, till they had ir. Chriſt gave them 
ſuch an Anſwer as relates to that Admini- 
{tration that we are now under ; he that vath 
ſeen the Son, hath ſeen the Father, Now 
they had ſeen Chrift daily, and converſed 
with him, and had eat and drank with him 
in that fleſhly and bodily appearance where- 
in he Conyerſed with them z but they had 
not a (fight of the Eternal Son of God in a 
Spiritual manner as he was the Son. of Gad, 
and their Saviour, fo they had not ſeen bim, 
And he that had feen Chriſt in a Spiritual 
manner, he had ſen the Father alſo, 

$9 it 1s with us in our day, we have in 
our Profeſlizn the Teachings of this and 
that Man: we have Converſed with Chriſt, 
as 1t were, as to his Fleſhly Appearance : 
we have read the Hiſtory of his Birth, and 
of his Life and great Miracles, and cf the 
great love he had to Mankind, by which he 
laid down his Life tor them, We have 
| C 4 been 
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4h Converſing with Chriſt as to his 
Fleſhly maniteſtation 3 but conſider whether 
there doth not till now remain an empty 
lace In our Souls, ſomething that 1s not 
athced, and ſatished ? 

What would you have? Have you not 
Scripture ? Read you not there of the Birth, 


- Life, Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of 


Chriſt} I would ſt:!l have ſomething more, 
for that will not ſufhce me; I would have 
Pardon of Sin, and my Peace with God, 
and the Light of his Countenance liſted up 
pan me, and further manifeſtations of Chriſt 
to my Scul, We can never ſee the Glory of 
God but ia_the face of ſeſus Chriſt, This is 
the Giſcovcry that Chriſt makes to the Soul 
that believeti in him; this 1s that which 
gives ſatisfaction: 

A Cirftians Work 18 to be Converſing 
with him, and exc: cling his mind under the 
gathering and -rc.ching of —_ that can 
lead him to the _ none bur Chriſt 
can Jo thai, Near them to the Father, and 
ſhew 79:1 the Fache and he hath tn our || | 
day reveal-:i anaſcl?, and inadc himfelt ma- 
niteit by hi: 5p!rit, 194: Spirit by which we 
core to knew 7:3 Holy Teaching, Reproof, 
and [nitruftion, daily diſcovered in our 


Souls: the Spirit is our Guide, that Spirit} \ 
we 
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weare led by, and are to walk in, Let men 
go under what form and denomination they 


| will, They that have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 


. | are noneof his until they come to be guided 
by his Spirit, | 
People are not led into Sin by the Spirit - 


of Chriſt; they will tell you theſe are the 

Devils Temptations, and the Frailty of our 

Nature, and the Corruption of our Hearts 

by which we are led into Sin : it is not the 

' Sptrit of Chriſt. It would be a borrid thing 

\ | for men to ſay that the Spirit of Chriſt led 

+ | them into Sin; there are few or none fo 

| wicked as to fay ſo, "The buſineſs we are to 

:: | do inthe World is to obey the will of God, _ 

11 | and where the underſlandings of Men are fo 

» | illuminated that, they are. ſatisfied in their *' 
minds that God hath been pleaſed to pive. 

g || *hem a manifeſtation of the Spirit to profit 

' | withal; All thoſe that have this Spirit of 

'n | Chriſt are direCted by itto do the Will of 

> | God, and to deny their own Wills, and the 

14 | Will of others, that would draw them from 

ar | their Dury that they owe to God in their 

a» | Generation. 

” It 1s an excellent {tate and condition for a 

of, | man to be guided by the Spirit, and to be 

ur || brought under the Government of Chriſt, 

who is The Way, the Trath and the Life: *- 


C5 


5 The Spirit of Chriſt 

So that they that come under his' Govyern- 
ment, are dire&ted and Pointed out every 
day to do the will of God, - This thou muft 
do and God will be pleaſed with thee, and 
this thou maiſt not do, for if thou do it the 
Lord will be angry with theey it 1s' Sin a- 
gainſt God, So that we have a Heavenly 
advantage to be taught of God by his Spirit, 
'to have the Divine and Daily teaching of 
the Spirit of God revealed inus ; if we are 
at a loſs, or make a queſtion, or diſpute 
about a matter, the Spirit will lead us into 
all Truth, it we give up our ſelves to his 
Gu:dance and Teaching. 

This hath been our defire & labour many 
years,not to drawPeople to obſerve what we 
fay , for who can direct agother Man in all 
things relating tothe Service of God ? It we 
were never fo certain our ſzlves, we cannot 
convey certainty and intallibility upon all oc- 
calions to another, if we ſhuu'd ſpeak never 
fo much, and be never ſo much converſant 
with them. Therefore our work is, that 
all People in all things relating to their 
Souls, might have recoturſe continually t9 
the infallible Teacher and Guide, which 
God through Jeſus Chriit hata made known 
to them, If People be ruled by this, they 


cannot but live in Uniry, and Love one anc- 
ther ; 
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ther : they will not fall into malice, conten» 
tion and hatred one againſt another, It 18 - 


imp-ſ{hible for Nations to make- War,and De- 
ſtroy one anoiher if they would be guided 
by the unerring Spirit of Ghriſt, tor how 
ſhould it contradict it ſelf > For how can 
any thing that agrees with the Standard of 
Truth which Chriſt hath ſet up, af in con- 

rradiction to it? for nothing is Truth but * 
what concurs with it, therefore it muſt needs 
agree with it ſelf, It we be direQed by 
the Spirir, we ſhall call that good which is 
really good, and that evil which is fo, If 
there be thouſands direCted by the Spirit of 
Chriſt which leads into all Truth, that 
which is good to one 15foto all ; and that 
which is evil to one 1s fo to all, Wemuſt 
hiſt know what is good, and then receive 
pawerto do it, If we come to be inſtructed 
by the unerring Spirit, To kuow what 1s the 
good and accep able will of God, We ſhall 
receive daily power from him to do the will 
of God, we fhall all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and be of the ſame mind, and live in Love © - 
and Unity, There is no evil wiltully Core 
againſt God where the Spirit of Chriſt, the 
Goſpel Spirit comes to prevail upon us: it 
will bring us to a peaceableneſs of Spirit, to 
live in Love and Unity : And the great 
work 


bo. e Spirit of Chriſt 
work we have in the World, will be to do 
the good and acceptable Will of God, both 
with reſpe&t to our ſolemn Worſhip of God, 
and our Duties towards our Neighbour : 
- then there will be Tranquility, Peace, and 
Joy, and Comfort toa!l the Churches of 
Chrift that are under his Government, 
And it 1s given to the Sons and Daughters 
of Men every where, when they come 
under the Yoke of Chriſt, and take up 
a Daily Croſs, and live in Self Denyal : 
this will bring Peace and Concord . amvng 
then. 

Many will come to our Meetings, and |} | 
ſpend alittle time ta hear what we ſay : We | | 
exhort them to give up themſelves to |} 1 
the peaceable Government of the Spk | 1 
rit of Chriſt, that ill finiſh Tranſpreſſion || « 
and make an end of Sin ; and bring into the 
Soul ( where Sin reigned) Everlaſting ||| t 
Righteouſneſs, Where there is a great deal }f p 
of Pride, Malice and Envy the Spirit of | r 
Chriſt will root it up, and all that evil that I} tl 
the Enemy hath Planted in men he will F tl 
pluck it up and bring in Everlaſting Righ- || t 
teouſneſs, and Plant Love in the fame Soul, || tt 
and eſtabliſh and ſettle it : ſuch a one will Þ p: 
- Have more Jay,Pleaſure andDelight under the 

| _ Goycrnment of the Spirit of Chulſt in one 
| | | day, 


»”. 


the only True Guide. 61 


day, than any one can have that” 15 govern- 
ed by the Evil Spirit in a tholtfand days, 

You ſay the manifeſtation of the Spirit ss 
given to every Man to profit withall, what 
profit ſhall we get ? How doth 1t appear, 
that the manifeſtation of the Spirit 1s given 
to profit withal ? Becauſe there is that Life 
and Grace ſtirring in the heart that makes 
it profitable, and Truth doth fo prevay, 
that it-makes us to do thoſe things that are 
good and profitable, and to avoid thoſe 
things that are reproveable, If thou wouldeſt 
hearken to the Spirit, that 1s the Reprover, 
that convinceth of Sin, thou muſt turn away 
thy mind from that which will lead into 
thoſe things that are reproveable, otherwiſe 
thou wilt be under Condemnation in thine 
own boſome, 

When the Spirit of God i]luminates Men 
to ſee Sin, the evil of Sin, he will give them 
power againſt it; but when they come to 
receive power againſt ir, hd ſizdfuſtneſs in 
the ways of God, what will be the effeCt of 
that? If I become Righteous and live a 
Holy Life, and my Companions be wicked, 
they will mock me, and reproach me, what 
profit and benefit ſhall I have by being 
Righteous ? I ſee evidently I ſhall loſe many 
advanmges which 1 might otherwiſe reap, 
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and re2ch with mine own hand. I muſt for- 
ſake my Profits and Pleaſures, and all the 
Delights of this World, 

The Diſciples (aid ro Chriſt, we have for- 
ſaken all and followed thee, what ſhail we 
have? People before they would forſake all, 
wou'd fee ſome thing they muſt have in the 
room of it, Chrilt tells them, that he that 
hath forſaken all, Father and Mother, Bro- 
thers and Sifters, and Houſe and Land for 
hu Names ſake, ſhall have in this Life an 
hundred fold, and im the World to come E- 
ternal Life ; what is the meanirg of that ? 
They ſhall have in this Life 100 fold 
Chriſt that is Truth it ſelf, that caunort Lie, 
hath promiſed that they that forſake all ſhall 
receive an hundred fold: now people are 
ready to graſp at it, they think it mult be 
ſomething that will anſiver the lofs of that 
they part withall : that thou receivelt in this 
promiſe muſt not be of the ſame ſort and kind 
with thoſe rhinggſhon didſt part withall; 
but when thou haſt parred with all fy 
Chriſts ſake, - and the Goſpel, thou ſhalt re 
ceive that which'thou ſhalt acknowledge 1 
an hundred fold better, and will make thee 
an hundred fold richer and happier, and th 
it will give thee more an hundred fold 

that 
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than all that thou parted with could give 
thee, 

If we part with Sin, we part with that 
which brings bondage and fear of Death, 
having parted with that when thy fear and 
bondage 1s gone, and thou liveſt then the 
reſt of thy Life time at liberty ; but this is 
not all, thou liveſt in the enjoyment of the 
favour of God, thcy ſbalt have the ſenſe of 
his Love, and the Comforts of the Holy 
Spirit, and you ſhall live iv Peace anc Right- 
couſneſs, and treaſure wp to your ſelves Glovy, 
Honour, Immortality, and Eternal Life ; 
whereas before you did treaſure up only 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, and the Re- 
velation of the Righteous Judgment of God 3 
thou ſhalt receive an huncred fo'o,that which 
1s an hundred told better. 'Thole that part 
with the things that are reproveable, and do 
what Chriſt in his day performed, the good 
and acceptable will of Ged, the Erjuyments 
that he hath in Chritt, and the Comforr, 
Peace; and Tranquility he enjoys is an hun- 
dred fold better and more Celightful than all 
the pleaſures of Sin, and the pleaſures and 
deiighrs of Shows, and Sights, and Plays, 
and Comedies, which vain Men entertain 
themſelves with in their Carnal State, A 


Carnal 


”- 
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Carnal Man cannot underſtand and. Cifcern 
the things of God, and the pleaſures thar 
are to be had in his holy ways; he only looks 
at the things that are ſeen, which are Temp«- 
7a), and not at the things which are not ſeen 
which are Eternal, 

. Bur, my Friends, thoſe things which are 
unſeen,are not ſo unſeen, but that when a man 
hath an eye opened within him of the ſame 
Nature wi:n thoſe things, he can ſee them : 

{efled be God thar we have an.eye opened 
to ſee Spiritual things, to ſee the Heavenly 
Treaſure and enjpy it in theſe Earthen Vef- 
ks. 

For ail that have an ear to hear, it would 
be a profitable change to part with all that 
is evil in the fight of God, and put them- 
{clves under the Yoak of Chriſt, and receive 
a Principle of Grace which he will Commu- 
nicate to them, that they may do the good 
and acceptable will of God, and fo may en- 
joy an hundred fold, and have comfort, 
peace, and jay, before they go kence and 
are no more ſeen, 

You ro whom God hath & graciouſly 
and mercifully appeared, that have an un- 
derſtanding, and a taſt and feeling of thoſe 
things which are Divine and Spiritual, and 
which pertain to Liſe and Godlineſs Of all 
the 
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the People in the World you are an engaged 
People to ſerve the Lord: great obligations 
5 lie upon you that you ſhould abide and con- 
- F tinue in that; which God hath revealed and 
»Þ} diſcovered to you; I mean Grace, for you 
will never grow till you be under the Go- 
yernmaent of the Grace of God, that Grace 
that appeared to you before you came ts 
the Knowledge of God and his ways, that 
hath been with you in your travel from 
d il Death to Life, and from Darkneſs to Light, 
Y Bl Prize it as a Heavenly Jewel, as that which 
- | contains in it all thoſt things that your 
Souls ſtand in need of, If you have any 
d I ſtrength to refit Temptaticn, it is from the 
t | Grace of God that you receive Power to 
- N withſtand Temptations; if you have any 
living openings in your hearts, it comes to 
- | you from that Grace that is in Chriſt. 
I | When this, and that, and the other Pro- 
- | phecy of the Prophets of old is opened to ' 
', | you, Prophccying and Foreteiling that State 
I and Condition which you are travelling to- 
wards, how the Lord will ſubdue your xne- 
7 © mics under you, you are encouraged hereby 
- £'o go on cheerfully in your way to that 
e IE Reft which you are travelling to. 
There are many of thoſe rhat believe the 
Truth who are not come to Eſtabliſhment; 
and 
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and they will find the Reaſon and Cauſe in 
themſelves, Dy bur ask and enquire how it 
comes to paſs that ſuch and ſuch are efta. 
bliſh:d, and not ſo ſa4jeR to fear, anJ hor- 
rour, and perplexity as lam; a little thin 

will turn me over, and ſhake and unfertle 
my mind ;- this hath been the cauſe; want 
of keeping cloſe to the grace of God in.your 
Converſition in the World: when you and 
your Children and Servants are governed by 
the grace of God 1n ali you undertake, then 
the Devil will enJeavour ro bring you into 
darknef*, and bring diſcompoſure upon your 
Spirits, for the purpoſe of Chriſt Jeſus our 
Saviour, is to {frtle vou, and the purpoſe of 
the Deſtroyer is to diſcompoſe and unſettle 
you, and to marry you to this and the 0: 
ther changing thing; if he can- fix your 
hearts upon this and that Oby:&t, then there 
1s inftabiliry upon the Soul ; take away that 
thing, and it brings diſturbance upon you, 
Haft thou any Obj.& that thy mind 1s (ct 
upon? Thou wilt be much diſturb'd at thy 
parting with ir, but whoſe fault 1s that? I ri 
The truth manifeſted to thee from the be- fl y 
ginning of thy Converſion, did engage thee } b 
to ſeparare thy (elf from ail viſible ſenſible I y 
things, thar God might have thy heart and 
thy chief Love. If he had bcen thy God, 
nothing 
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nothing could diſquiet thee, when f(eparited 
from thee: If ye will have other Gods be- 
* W ſides him, you will loſe your Gods, when 
* they are taken from you, and you will be 
like Micah, and iay, ye bave taken away my 
Gods, and what hawe {more ? ( Judg. 19,24.) 
Toe reafun of your diſconpoſure, arid ate 
" © guiſh, and forrow, was this z when you had 
|  fome other G:ds b:fides the Lord, and 
' BE your hearts did cleave to ſome temporary 
| Ef thing, and that when ihe Trial comes, that 
El thou muſt part with ir, chou canit not bear 
9 

if you would live 2 Serene Life, a Life of 
Tranquility, ſer your minds upon nothing 
but upon the Lord, let him be the obj- of 
your sSou'!s love, live in tne light of his 
Coumenance, and you may always rejayce : 
Conſter, as for Temporals you hold them 
of the Lord, God gives you this Husband, 
that Wife, that Child, that Eſtate, God 
hath entrufled you with ir ; but nor fo, bur 
he that bath ir muſt part with it,and be be- 
reaved of it when God pleaſeth. Now, if 
you give up your hearts to God, here will 
be your eſtabliſhment and fertlement, and 
you will have an an abundant entrance into 
the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſws Chriſt, And would we ſcek 


to 
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to. know and feel wherein the Communion 
of - the Saints ſtands; doth ir not ſtand in 
partaking together of the Bread of Life, 
which our Father give#th--us from Heaven ? 
The Father ſpreads a Table for us in the 
ſight of our Enemies, and we are fatisied, 
They that come to partake of this Table of 
the Lord, find ſtrength and refreſhment, 
ſodoI, and alſo my Brethren and Siſters 
that fit at the fame Table, We are daily 
_—_— and firengthned by what we re- 
ceive from God, and erqay there; here 1s 
our Heavenly Fellowfh:p and Society ; and 
where this is the root of Love, Lave cannot 
be wanting in the branches. There muſt be 
a departing from rhe Bread of Life, befote 
there can be any jarring and contention &@- 
mong the Members of the ſame body, for 
we receive Life from the fame Head from 
which all the Body by joynts and bands, ba- 
virg Nouriſhment miniffred and knit together, 
increaſe with the increaſe of God, and are 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prephets, "Teſas Chrift himſelf being the 
Chief Corner-Srone, ' in whim all the Building 
fitly framed together, growetb unto a_ Holy 
Temple im the Lord. 


Now 
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Now that you may be all preferved in 
Chrift, this is the end of our Labour, that 
ſo every one that hath begun in the Spirit, 
may go on inthe Syirit, and never look for 
perfection in the Fleſh, That you that 
have begun in humility, tenderneſs, and 
brokenneſs of heart, may in that meet to- 
gether at times and ſeaſons, and Have daily 
the preſence of God among you, and have 
that Bread of Lite, which will nouriſh you 
to Life Everlaſting, and that you may ſhew 
forth ro the World the Glory, Brightneſs, - 
and Excellency of that Huly Lite, which in 
Chriſt Jeſus is manifeſted to you. 


Sermon 1V, 


Sermon: IV. 
Pure and Spiritual Worſhip. |: 


Preachea at Devonſhire-Houſe, N£ 
Novemb. 12, 1690, 


HE Worſhip of God, of the Great fti 
A God 1s Pure; heis a Holy God, Of fy: 
Purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity : and all la 
they who will Worſhip God, whoſe Souls BW 
are breathing to have the recurn of a Teſti- 
mony in his (ight, muſt oft-r Pure Worſhip, {th 
and it muſt come from that which is Pure. BF; 
For that purpoſe the greatneſs of the Love of fan 
God 1s made manifeit in Chriſt Jus z and 
there 1s a diffuſing of his Grace and Vertue 
10 the Hearts of the Sons and Daughters of 
Men, whereby he hath laid a Foundation 
for his own Worſhip ; becauſe his Worſhip 
muſt be Pure, Therefore he hath freely 
given unto us through his Son, the know- 
ledge of that Pure Principle of Life and 


Grace, 
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Grace, from whence and out of which all 
tzue Worſhip doth Spring, and all true hon- 
our to God ariſeth, and real obedience to his 
Holy Will ſprings forth out of that which 
is from-himſelt. 

And therefore all that will be Worſhipers 
of God aright, muſt firſt know and be ſenſt- 
ble wherein the ability and capacity ſtands, 
that may cnable them to fo great and fo 
good a work, Some have conceived it to 
ſtand in their own Will, and according to 
the working of their own Will they have 
framed Worſhips, Religions, and Obſerva- 
tions ; thinking thereby to pleaſe God ; But 
you know the Apoſtle in a few ſhort words 
lays down a poſitive Chriſtian Doctrine, 
Without Faith it is impoſſible t0 pleaſe God. 

Now this doth declare and (ignifie that 
there muſt be ſomething upon which this 
Faith muſt work, that muſt be the Object 
and Foundation of it : Faith as it worketh in 
the Creature, Worketh upon ſomething : It 
lays hold upon ſomething in which there is a 
capacity of pleefing God. Now if we are 
all by Nature Children of Wrath, and that 
no one of himſelf can pleaſe God, "then there 
muſt be ſomething that 1s Supernatural that 
muſt be the Obje&t of that Faith by which 
men alone can go God ; and this muſt 


be 
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be made manifeſt ro the Creature for its help, 
for to be its direftor and ſupporter in that 
work that is too mighty for himſelf, too 
great a work for a Man or Woman, tosff 
deep, too profound for any Mans Abilities, 
Power, Wiſdom and Acquirements that hefſi 
can aitain to in this Worid tro Worſhip Godſſ! 
aright : To Worſhip God, that 1s, to per 
form a Pure Worſhip to a Pure God : Whit 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? { 
Now if we are all obliged to bring a clear 
Worſhip, a pure Worſhip to a Pure and 
Holy God who hath Created us and k ; 
things ; where ſhall we haveit ? Not out 0 c 
an unclean Heart, not out of a debled Mind 
there is no bringing of it forth krom thence 
for that is the ſtate and condition that men: 
are fallen into by Sin ; in which their mind 
and Conſciences are defied, their Hearrs are 
polluted , and their AﬀeR.ons depraved and 
fet upon wrong Obje&ts; and 1n this ſtate 
none can ſerve God aright. That which 
is Pure and Holy muſt be firſt made 
known, revealed, diſcovered and believed, 
before People can perform a Right Work; 
ſhip to God, the 
And therefore in vain 1s it to go and,” 
drive People to this and that Worſhip, ag; 


force People to this and thax Service and 
Cart 
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Conformity upon the account of the Wor- 
ſhip of God, This is vain Worſhip, whea 
they have done all it is not acceptable to 
God 3. the poar Creature hath no Return 
. Mfrom the Lord, for God accepts - no Service 
or Worſhip, but only through his Son. 
And if ſo be men cannot Pray and Preach 
in the Spirit of his Son, and cannot preſent 
their Complaints and Supplications to God, 
bat by the affiſtance and help of his bleſſed 
Spirit, there is no reaſon in Religion why 
People ſhould expeRt a return and anſwer 
from God of the Prayers they make. For it 
is the General Doctrine of Chriſtendom thar 
Chriſt Jeſus is appointed of God for a Medi- 
Fatour between God and Man, and all the 
acceptance we have, or defire to have 
nuſt be through him: and therefore if we 
Pray without him, and perform this and 
the other Duty without him : It is contrary 
tothe Dodtrine of Chriſtianity to think that 
ever we ſhall have acceptance in Gods fight, 

Therefore. there is a neceſſity for every 
;ÞMan and Woman that deſires to be Religt. 
"""Yous, that hath a Religious mind and is wil- 
"Fling to Worſhip God, and Serve God aright, 
here is a neceflity that they come to the 
knowledge of Chriſt, who tells us that he is 
The way tothe Father : They that go any 
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ether way, -go a 'wrong way ; but they that 
g2 unto God by Chriſt, | they do ' receive 
rom him power to draw near- to God; 
and through. him they receive | from God 
all thoſe bleſſings that their Souls ſtand in 
need of, BY 6a 

So here would be an end of all-Religions 
the World is full of, of all the ſeveral Wor: 
ſhips that men have made : they have invent 

ed and found out ſeveral ways for People 
to Worſhip and Serve God : This and the 
other Ceremony, this and rhe other obſerva 
tion and Method of Preaching and Praying: 
If all this be without the Aſſiſtance and Dj 
vine Helpof the Mediatour, thro' whom 
loge we can juſtly expeRt acceptance at God 
hands, it is all good for nothing.  Therefo 
the firſt Leſſon of a Chriſtian in pojnt 
Worſhip, is that he come to the knowledglt 
of Chriſt by whom, and through whonlfſh, 
he may expect favour with God, Bt 

Now ſay ſome People, we are alreadlth 

come to the knowledge of Chrift, we havin, 
read the Relation in the Goſpel of his | 
 ception, Birth, Life and Death, RefurreQihye 
on and Aﬀenſion 5 now whether this Belihe | 
doth give a man this kind of Chriſtian knoWhng 

ledge,that doth open a Door and Way i 
him into the Preſence of God ; This ky 
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Queſtion that ought ſeriouſly to be confide- 
xd; for if we err in this Queſtion,” we err 
in-all; this is like ſtumbling-ar ee threſhold, 

I ind never coming into the houſe, If we 
miſtake'in laying hold of Chriſt, we mi- 
ſake-in our Worſhip, and in all matters that 
telate to Life and Salvation, 

"For if we'muſt have another ſort.of know- 

of Chriſt; than we can have from the 

WY ceports of others; if 1-muſt have Chriſt re- 

© vealed in me before I can have the hope of 
© Glory ; if I muſt have the Spirit of Chriſt 

"Fin me to help me to put up my requeſts and 
ſupplications before he can preſent them to 

Yihe Father, then all literal knowledge and 
faith cannot ftand Men in any ftead, but this 

Fs evident by the Teſtimony of all the Wri- 
ers of the New Teſtament, Chriſt and his 

FFApoſtles did concurrently fignifie that the 

hope of a Chriſtian, that the power and 

rength of a Chriſtian, it all lies in this, in 
that they had known the revelation-of Ch: ot 
argand the powerful operation of 'the Spirit 

Tyyworking in them ; this was that which was 

gvell pleafing to God; many Scriptures might 
"pe fpoken of, but you know the Scriptures, 
ond can read them and feein them the con- 

Frrent Teſtimony of all: Holy Men to this 
l ay, that the knowledge they had of Chriſt 
L þ D 2 | Was 
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was 'a Divine Knowledge, @ Spititual 
Knowledge, it was a knowing him 
after the *Spirit, it was a Revelation 
of - Chriſt in them that ſeparated and 
diltioguiſh:d them from Reprobates, /'even 
the knowledge of . God through - Chriſt 
Jeſus their Lord: why ſhould not we core 
co. this Rnowledge as well as. they ? (the 
Lord is the ſame, and his Power is the ſame, 
and his Arm «x not ſberined : we may. ſee as 
much need of Divine Aſiſtance, and Divine 
Loye as ever men did ; we can perform no 
daty either of Prayer or Preaching withou 
Divine Aſſiſtance, nor ſo much as a ſigh, c 
a.groan that may have acceptance with God, ſt 
without the help of his Spirit, Rom,-8. 26. 
The Spirit belpeth- our Infarmities, for welt 
- know not what we ſhould Pray for as will: 
ought, but the Spirit tt ſelf maketh interce|: 
fion for ws with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered. If we go about the Duty of Prayer 
without Divine aftiftance, we- ſee-what fad 
work we'make of it; if we Pray not in the 
Spirit and with underſtanding, how can we 
receive the thing we pray for ? but if we 
Pray in the Spirit, and with underſtandmny 
alſo, then the Spirit belpeth our infirmities; 
the Spirit that came from God brings us the 
things that we ſtand in need of, 
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So that a Chriſtian hath a foundation for . 
his Worſhip and Chriſtian performance : 
08 what is that foundation ? Nothing that 18 
UF corrupt, if it be, ir is good for nothing ; fot 
nl nothing that is corrupted 2nd that defiles, 
itYl can be acceptale 'and plealing ro God ; 
El we are all pollured and dchled by Nature; 
how can Carnal Men Worſhip a Spiritual 
God ? Carnal Men that are in Death and 
Darkneſs cannot Worſhip that God that is 
Light, and dwells in Light, that is inaccel- 
lible, that is -\ purer eyes than to behold Tni- 
quity, Carnal Men want a Foundation for 
their Worſhip, and will do till they come 
to that foundation tHart God hath laid. 

' Now, that I may ſpeak intelligibly what 
the Lord hath laid upon my hearr, T -would 
ſay thus : "There 1s an Univerſal benefit and 
priviledge diſtributed and given freely of 
- God, unto the Bons and Daughters of Men, 
in their Natural State through. his Son. Jeſus 
Chriſt, in that, he hath cauſed his Light to 
vine, and his Grace to be extended to every 

Man; for the Grace of God which bringeth 
vealvation (tor it is riot by Works) hath ap- 
mepeared to all Men, and bringeth Light, by 
« which every Man may fee how to Worſhip 
od, Gad hath enlightned every Man, and 
bis - Light comes by Chriſt the Medlatour, 
D 3 — this 
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this Mediatour | is the- way that. Men -muſt 
walk in if they will come back again to'God, 
for Men are run out and departed from God; 
if Men will draw near to God, and take 
ſome footſteps towards the Kingdom of 
God, from the Kingdom of Sin and Satan, 
they muſt mind the way, the way muſt be 
their Dire&tor, they mult not go which way 
they liſt, ' | | 

This 18 that +which was propheſied of: 
Chriſt, faith God by the Prophet - 1/aiah, | 
will give him for @ Leader, | would fain rt 
- turn to God, and go out of. the Kingdom 
of Sin and Satan, ro the Kingdom of God: 
God hath given Chrift: to lead me, if I 
knew that way he would lead me in, 1 
would go that way, As ſoon as a man takes 
hold of Chriſt, his Grace, and Spirit, and 
Life, he will bereadp to ſay, I am corrupt, 
my ſenſes are corrupt, my mind 1s depraved, 
. my Conſcience defiled and polluted,” but 1 
have found out ſomething thar-Gad hath be- 
ſtowed upon m-, that is eflentially holy and 
pure, that did never conſent to my | Corrup* 
tion, but is a witneſs for God agauntt it: 
here now a Chriſtian lays hold on Chrilt 
the Leader, which way will he lead "me? 
If thou layeft bold on this guide, ' he will 
lead thee out of evil, he will teach rhee r 
cea 
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ceaſe to do evil, and ſpeak evil : This Light 
will lead thee to nothing that will diſhonour 
God, or defile thy own Soul, Bur. this 38 
not. all, we muſt not only. ceaſe to do evil, 
but we muſt be -doing ſomething ; there 
muſt be a breaking off from Pride, Footsfh 
Feſting, Baill Communication, but this 1s not 
all that he will lead me to; let us learn that 
leſſon, ceaſe to do Evil. This Doctrine was 
Preached before Chriftianity was Preached, 
as it is. now Preached, the Prophets of old 
Preached this DaRrine to the Jews tnat 
were under an outward Adminiſtration, 
ceaſe.to do evil, andiearn to do well, then } 
vill plead with you, and diſcourſe with you, 
faith the Lord ; Ce now let ms reaſon to- 
gether, ſaith the Lord, though your ſims be as 
Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snow, 
though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be 
4 wool, 

This ts the fizſt Leſſon that a true Chriſtian 
learns in his turning to God, in his change 
and tranſlation, ro ceaſe from that which s 
evii; here iz a Ccflation of Rebellion, 
and here is ſome hopes of being reconciled 
to God ; a man hath been a Rebel againſt 
his Maker, but he hath now received help 
to reGift thoſe Temptations that prevail over 
him : but there is no warſhiping yet, there 
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is a forward mind in men to' do ſomethit 
that 1s leafing to God, but there'ate fon 
' that-are notitroubled at all for their evil way 
and dread not Gods anger, but make a'modiif 
at -fin, that craw othets to it, and -maki 
themſelves merry in it - but there is a ſo 
ſ> far touched with a Divine ſenſe of God 
Eove to them, that they have alſo a ſenſe of 
his- anger and indignation, becauſe of thei 
Sin; and they would fain be out of his a 
ger, and who can blame them £ When 
Man feels the anger of God burning like 
fire in- his boſome, who can blame that Maniff 

; if he defires peace with God? if he be under 

' a ſenſe 'of the diſpleaſure and indignation. ol 
the Almighty, he muſt not baſt roo ſoon out 
of that Condition - he 1s brought into 5 fe 
this is Gods purpoſe, and this 1s the fruit ol 
all his troubles and afflictions, to take ' away 
Sin: God had no other end or deſign in the 
aMiction that came vpon-him, than to takelif 
away Sin; when God hath brought a Peoþ 
ple into a diſtreſſed and dejeted Stare for 
their Sin, the fruit that God cxpeCts 18 the 
itthing away. of their Sin, and he will hide 
Pride from them, and-humble them. before 
bim ; if this be rhe purpoſe of Gad: that ht 
intends to purge and purifie his People, th 


ſaith the poor Creature, if God defign to Po 
rif' 
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ihe me from Sin, then 1 will pray to God to 
ypport' me, and bear me up under his in- - 
Honation : "that 1s che cry of the Soul that 
ie may not be brought too ſoon from under 
She judgment of God, but that he may be 
pported and- hid in the hollow of Gods 
and until the- time of- remiſſion and refreſh- 
g comes, that he may behold the light” of 
ods Countenance, 
Here is encouragement for every one that 
8 acquainted with this Divine Principle of . 
race, thar will be led by it, and follow it. 
ofar, as to be led out of evil; then they wilf 
te fitted ro do ſomething in the work' of 
W50d; every {igh and groan that thou haft, 
Whe 2ſhiſtance of the Spirit of God to: help 
hee in, is part of Worſhip; all thy bro- 
Wenneſs of heart 3s part of worſhip; hereby 
Whou acknowledgeft the great God, that he is 
bie to help thee on in thy way, and to par- 
akeWon thy iniquity, -and blot out thy tranſ- 
refſton,- and give thee all thole Heavenl 
elings that thy Soul doth ſtand ia need of : 
neFhen thy Soul will bow down to God in 
ts of holy Worſhip, and ſay, with an 
Sumble confidence and expeftation, God 
 herill do all thoſe things in me and for me 
henhat will! promote my Salvation, Ir is no- 
PuFiung in Religion for People! to go from 
Wo | D 5 Praying - 
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Praying and Preaching to Sinning, but God 
muſt have a Holy Sacrifice, - that muſt 
come out of a-pure heart; now when a Man 
is brought by the help of God, and by the 
Divine - aſfiftance of the Mediatour Jeſus 
Chriſt, to, break off from his Sin, then he 
ſtands fair to- become a Child of God, and 
to be a Servant of God, and te do ſome. 
thing for God in his generation, and to. of- 
fer to God -Praiſe and Thankigiving, and 
to perform all other Duties that God {hall 
lead him into. IS 
_ But ſome will ſay, what, muſt we do any 
thing ? . I have deeply weighed . that 
Queſtion, what a poor Man er Womar 
muſt do, that is come” out of bondage? 
there is a propenſity in People to be doing, 
they would fain do ſomething, they would 
be doing, they ſay, what ſhall Ido? If I do 
ſomething that pleaſerh not God, I had bet- 
ter let it -alone, and I can do nothing accept 
able tro God without Divine afhiſtance: ſuct 
' . a one that ſees his own impotency and in 
bility will caft his care upon God, and will 
| fay, the Lord is able to lead me and guide 
q me, I am ready to do thy will,O God, make 
[| it. clear to me that this is thy wall, - and 
that this is that which thou requireſt, | 
am ready to do it, though 1t be croſs to mine 
OW 
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own will; he is ready to go on in Gods way, 
in the way of Chriſtianity; fuch an one that 
hath the true' knowledge of Chriſt, if he 
ſpeaks, the Spirit of Chriſt ſpeaks in him, it 
he prays, it is through the afliſtance of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, through whom God alone 
13 appeaſed and reconciled, and through 
whom they may receive a bleſſing from Gods 
band : but for Men to run qn in their own 
wills, and to do a thing becauſe they will 
do it, they had better far fill 3 this doing in! 
their own wills hath filled the World with 
a fort of Chriſtians that want acceptance 
with God,. which is to be had alone through 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the want of the 
Guidince of Gods Holy Spirit is the miſe- 
ry and downfall of Chriſtianity in our days, 
; 1 Therefore it is our Work and buſineſs to 
Fi build upon that foundation which God 

hath laid; no Worſhip is pleaſing -ro God 
but- that which arifeth from that Spring 
P'Y that is pure and holy ; if I cannot find that. - 
which will keep me from all Pollution and de. 
Ul filement, it I cannot find that,I muſt tay till 
n of ©; for to begin'a Worſhip and a Religion 
"he without that which I know 1s acceptable to 
""'F God,it is but loſt Igbour,& time ſpent in vain. 
Therefore, Friends, let every one that 
delires to be Religious, 'turn their mind 
—_— 
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inward, wait for the gift of God which is 


efſentia]ly pure, that never did confſent*® to 
evil, that never mixed with the corruption 


of Nature, but bears witnefs- to the Light, 
that will guide you, and lead you, and con-. 


duct you, firſt out of Sin; then it will lead 
ycu into that Worſhip and Religion, and 
the performance of thoſe things that are 
pleaſing ro God. They that are come thus 
to Worſhip, they do not only know what 
the Lord requires of them, and when he 
requires it of them, but they are given up 
Into the hands. of God; they Pray, Preach, 
_ Exhort, and Live according to the 'will of 
God. 
© It is hard for People in a Carnal ſtate. to 
believe this, but you that are Believers, that 
are come to know the gift of God in your 
ſelves, and the neceſſity of being ruled by 
him ; you wall believe us, for none elſe will 
believe us; let us Preach to as many People 
and Nations as we will, none will receive 
us 'as true Miniſters, but thoſe that have 
the truth in their own hearts; it there be 
any that deſpiſeth the Grace of God in his 
owrr heart, he hates that which chides and 
reproves him ; if there be ſuch a Man, he 
will hate me becauſe I am a Miniſter and a 
Witneſs of the Grace of God, and of that 
oo: - bs truth 
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MW truth in the inward parts which is the ground 
) MW and foundation that a Man' hath of accept- 
| MW ance with God. A Wicked Carnal Wierch 
, & will ay, I hatc ſuch a one, Thate the Light, 
that which'checks me, and witnefſeth againſt 
1 W me; thou art ſuch a- one as beareſt witneſs 
| WU againſt me, therefore I hate thee : Ir is very 
e Wl true, it cannot be otherwiſe : now our de- 
s I fire and labour is,that Men may come to the 
t Wl love of the truth in themſelves, 

e You know there are a great many other 
0 ll Miniſters, whoſe Labour is to perfwade 
, MY Pcopleto believe what they ſay; to lay down 
ft MW a Doctrine and prove it by Scripture and 
Reaſon, and fer it home upon their Minds 
ol by ſuch reftimony as tke Scripture affords, 
it and hereupon they prevail upon the minds 
r JW a:d judgments of People to believe what 
y Il they lay down, | | 
I It is cafie ro lay down a Poſition and prove 
le JW it, and cenvince People that it muſt be ac. 
e | cording to Scripture; but when a Perſon is 
7e © convinced of a Priaciple of Truth, he 1s not 
xx WE Regenerate thereby, and come to God x 
therefore though he cannot deny the Do- 
Ctrine of Truth in words, yet he can deny 
t in works, and doth not rightly come to 
love it. If People would believe what we 
lay, and obſerve what Arguments we bring 
| for 
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for proving a Poſition, they may be con: 
vinced of the Do&trine of 'Truch, and come 
to a profeſſion of it, and yer be ſtrangers to 
it, till they come to love it in themſelyes ; : 
if it were nor. for this we would leave Preach- 
ing, if. God had not given a meaſure and 
manifeſtacion of the Spirit to every Maa to 
profit withall : you have it in your ſelves, 
we are but as Monitors to you to put you 
in mind. of it; you have ſo much buſineſs in 
the World that you have not had leiſure to 
take notice of it, 

A Man may have a Rich Jewel and be 
Poor notwithſtandiag, till he come to know 
the value of ir. 

A Man hath a Rich and Precious Jewel, a 
Pearl beſtowed upon bim that would make 
him Rich in Faith and Love to God, and 
qualite him for the Kingdom of God, and 
make him an Heir of it, but he knows not 
nor underſtands the value of it, and eſteems 
| It not, therefore God hath raiſed up Mini- 
ſters to put you in mind of ir, that you may 
be bappy for ever, and live in Blefledneſs to 
all Eternity; whoever hath an ear to hear 
let him hear, ' and wizen they hear what we 
fay, let them take the bench: of it to their 
own Souls, We bring not truth to you, 
but God hath b={toweu :: npon you ; " 
Wi 
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will be Rich indeed, if you do as a Man 
that bought a Field where the Precious Pearl - 
was, and digged till he found ir. Come to 
the foundation upon which yoy ſhould build 
all your hopes of happineſs, and depend not 
upon your own Works or Religious Perfor- 
mances for acceptqyce with God, for there 
1s no acceptance witn God but only through 
Chriſt, we are only accepted of God through 
bimsz thoſe that will become Chriſtians in. 
deed, and worſhip God as he hath ordained 
and appointed himſelf ro be worſhipped z 
they muſt come to the Principle of Light and 
Grace in their own hearts, whick they have 
in, and through Chriſt, and then they will 
find acceptance with God. 
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Sermon V, 


1 The Divine Lite of Chriſt 
Teſus. + 


Preached in' Grace-ChurcirStreet, 
Marci 16. 1691. 


BE Bleſtd: Lite of Chriſt js not of 


this World, and-it ought to be your 


care in all your Religious Aſſemblies, that 
you be gathered into the inward feeling 
{caſe of this Divine Life ; that you may feel 
your Fellowſhip and Communion in that 
Life of Chriſt, that is not of this World, 
And may al] of you lay hold upon it, for this 
1s the Nouriſhment and the Heavenly: Bread 
with which tbe Children of the Kingdom are 
fed and nouriſhed from day to day ; there 
are many that feed upon words, that are not 
the Children of the Kingdam of God, but 
- the begotten of God are come to know the 
vertue 
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vertue of: the Divine Life of Chriſt Jeſus, 
their feeding and their nouriſhment is by 
every word that proceedeth our” of the 
mouth of G3d, and they grow up to Lite 
Ecernal by that Divine and Heavenly Gitr, 
that Cod the Father hath beſtowed upon 
them, through his Son Jeſus Chrift z and 
they enjoy the Communion of Saints riuough 
this Divine Head of the Church that Com- 
municates of his Life and- Vertue through 
every Member, by which they are SanCti- 
hed, and every day more and inore prepa- 
red for that Living and Eternal Inheritance, 
prepared for the Children of God, 

And where there are a People that are 
" WI thus gathered into the Life of the Lord Jelus 

JK Chriſt, they are able to draw nigh to God, 
they feel the Power of Enterance, becauſe 
their Sin 15 removed that did formerly lie at 
the door, and the way is opened and conſe- 
crated for them to draw nigh and partake of 
the Table of the Lord; by which they grow 
ſtronger and: ſtronger in his Might and 
Power, and are thereby enabled to perform 
the whole will of God, and that Divize 
Worſhip and Religious Service, which God 
requireth at their hands in their day, 
For it.ts{very certain, and we have found 


it by experience,the words of our Lord ro his 
Diſciples 


'' Yo Tye Divine Life of Chriſt Feſus. 
Diſciples - of old, without.me (faith he) ye 
can do nothing, For though People may 
meer together, and-may pretend end ſer up a 
Ferm of Worſhip and ot Religion in their 
own will, .yet it all amounts tonothing with 
reſpect to acceptance with the Lord ; there 
is no return in. their Sou's, no adgitzon of 
Life, nor enercale and growth of Lifez they 
are not nearer the Ringdom than when they 
hrſt believed, but many times further off, 
by leaning upon a formality, and not really 
entering into the work of God, nor travel. 
ling out of Death into Life, for there muſt 
be Path, and a-travelling m it; 'the. Soul 
muſt have an exerciſe through the Power 
and Life of Jeſus for the overcoming of 
Death, that did ſeparate from God, and a 
preparing for Life, that Life that unires us 
ro God again; and when People are in earneſt 
n this travel, : they are really reſigned up to 
the government, direQion, and leading of 
him-that is gone before, that hath made 4 
way for us, and will further our Progerli 
towards the Kingdom of God, 

And therefore, my Friends, you know 
the way, -and know how the Power hath 
reached to you, and hath opened your un: 
derſtandings that you may be faith; to th! 
power in your own Souk, and may have the 

[ 
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true ofe and improvement of this, and all 
other ſuch Mertings as this; '. for the gather- 
mg: of your 'Minds out 1 cf: all viftible and 
changeable Obje&s, unto that Life which 
God hath revealed, that fo in the exerciſe of 
it, you may hold your fellowſhip with God, 
and with one. another ; here is the bond af 
Perfetion, here is that in which God bath 
Created Peace and Reft, and Joy for his 
People, fo far as every one is PartaKer of 
this innocent Life, and feels himfelt changed 
nto.it, they are gathered-into the Church,” 
and they are gathered into fellowſhip with 
the head: of ir, ' and are comforted im their 
r Memberſhip, in their partaking together, 

1 - Though | be but a litile one, yet L per- 
a © fake of the fame vertue which the Lord ad- 
18 Yadminiſtreth ro the greateſt Samts, | while 
RY) am waiting upon him, and of the ſame 
(0 Divine ' Conſolation, and Operation, and 
of Power that weaneth me 'more and' more 
a from the World, ang that which is cor- 
(F wptible, and raifeth u> in me daily more 
and: more fervent deſires after that Bread 
which periſheth nor. 

Now herein Men and Women have an 
evidence. of that Chriſtianity in themſelves, 
the Spirit of God bearing Record and Witneſs 
eW'o their Spirits, which all the looſe Profeſ- 

ſors 
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© fors of Chriſtianity in the World' are ſtrangers 
to, their evidence in themſelves, being againſt 
themz they ſeek ro: have evidence - without 
them, and to gather up ſome kind of marks 
and tokens, and ſayings, and ſentences from 
without, 'to make them believe that they 
are in Covenant with God, and that they 
are in a ſtate of Salvation by Chriſt; but he 
that ttuly believeth, hath an evidence of 
is Chriſtianity, and of his Reconciliation 
with God : and he hath this evidence in 
himſelf, a Divine Spiritual Teſtimony that 
anſwereth to his own Spirit that witnefſcth to 
him, that he is one of the Children of God, 
And:my Friends, to this you are called, 
whether you are come to.it or no, It is this 
you are called to with a Heaven]y call; that 
you might no lenger live-in the Rudiments iſ 

of this World, - to be ſecking end looking 
here and- there, for a ground of Peace and 
of Reſt; a ground of Hope, but may 
know and feel: theddame thing , the 
ſame ground of Ererral hope that the Saints. 
of old had, what-is that? What reaſon did- 
they give and render of their hope of Eternal 
glory? TheApoſtie tells you plainly the greund 
or reaſon. of their hope of being glorified: 
in the World to come, was Chriſt 1m them 
the:bope of Glory ? they witneſl;d that Chriſt 
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gave. his :Life for the World. Take the 
Glorious Teſtimony, that the Apoſtle did 
bear in one of his Epiſtles, ſairh he,isbe life 
was manifeſted in me; it was not covered 
up. or hidden that People colald not find it : 
God was pleaſed..to bring it ro Light by the 
Goſpel : . When. @ thing is brought to light 
you may ſee in, "Fs he affirmed in his 
day, and the ſame is affirmed in our day, 
The Life is manifeſted, what Life? Not 
the Life of this World, but a Life not de- 
filed, not polluted, but the Life that is of 
God, a Heavenly. Life that .is Holy and 
Purez that Life is manifeſted; we have ſeen 
it, and we exhort all to lay hold of it, to 
lay hold of Eternal Life ; ſome had a fight 
of it, that had not laid hold of it z they ſaw 
itin a Viſion, and they might ſay. poſibly,- 
Oh thar I- could live ſuch a Lite, that there 
yere.no finin me, in my words, or thoughts, 


or ations, what a gracious Lite would that 
be! They had ſeen that Life, they had: ta- 


MWſted of ir, bur they did not lay hold of it, 
id but ler it go by them: take heed of that, 


{when you have fcen it with open eyes. 


Bleſſed are your eyes for they bave ſeen, and 
our ears for they have beard, faith Chriſt 
to his Diſciples, They ſaw chat Life that 
was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled Ke 
| old 
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hold 6n this. Life, eſpecially when you are 
thas aflembled together in a ſolemn man- 
net in the preſence of the Lord waiting to 
behold it, and to ſee it more and more diſco- 
vercd to you, af labout to have that ga- 
thering Power that will bring you to'It, that 
you may know the ſtrength *hat comes by i 
to the Soul, - "ag, 8 

There is none of you but you will meet 
with "Temptations in this World, that will 
draw you into Death and Darkneſs, to 
things That are Carnal, and Senſual, and 
Dewil/iſh ſometimes. How ſhall I ſtand if 
I be not centered in that Life, that was before 
the World began, and before the -Deyll 
was? If T labour to feel the influence of that 
Divine Power, this 1s able to keep me 5 my 
Faith tells me ſo ; I know that Power is able 
to keep me, -if -I keep in the exerciſe of it, 
The truſt of a true Believer is, that what- 
ſoever Temptations and-'Tryals they are ex- 
erciſed with z they know one already come 
In whom they have truſted, who is both able 
and willing to deliver them, So by this 
means he 1s kept harmleſs, and innocent, © 
and blameleſs in his Life and Converſation, © 
Thus' you might be Kept if you would re- 
- gard, and have reſpe@t to the Life that s V 

manifeſted in you. ; 

Whoſoeyer 
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Whoſoever comes to know, and feel, 
and witneſs in-their Souls the diſcovery - and. 
revelation 'of the Life of [Jeſus ; they. know 
there is in it a certain Dominion over that 
which is contrary tout, and you have many 
of you had experience of the exerciſe of the 
Power of 'God in your own Hearts; that 
hath inabled youto reign over: thaſe things, 
that» have formerly ruled over you ; Taat 
you' can ' now fubdue 'vain rhoughts, and 
evil deſires, that you can withſtand Tempta- 
tions that come from without:and from with-. 
in.Now if you could do this, and if ever you 
have done it; you did it by that Power 
that God diſcovered and revealed in you 
from Jeſus Chriſt: You had not ſuch hold 
of this once before you believed, but by be- 
heving the word of God ſent unto you ; it 
being fixed by Faith in the Hearr, That 
Faith which 1s the operation of God ; You 
could then do that which you could not do 
before, and forbear that which you was 
kd away by, Theſe experiences which 
God hath given you ſhould encourage you 
to hold on in your Labour and T ravel, and 
eng2ge you To grow in the Grace of God, and 
in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Whatſoever is propounded by men in the 
Profeſſion of Religion, this oughr'to be our 
BT delign 


96 The Divine Life of Chriſt Jeſus | © 
. deſign and end in the diſcoyery that is: made 
to us of the Life of Chriſt ; that we: may 
grow init, and liveinit; ( indeed there is 
great talking of it) bat we ſhould labour 
to ſhew forth the ReſurreRion of that Life 
in us. 

They that come to be baptized for the 
Dead, baptized.into the Death of Chriſt: : 
The Apoſtle tells you, In that he died 
be died unto: Sin: There are none bap- 
tized for the Dead, made partakers of the 
Death of Chriſt, but- thoſe that die unto 
Sin as he did, - Though Chriſt - had no Sin, 
yet he died unto Sin, What uſe did he 
make of this > That Chriſt knew no Sin, Yi 


but yet did take our Sin upon him ; He died 
unto Sin, that they which did partake of bi 
Death, might be partakers of his Reſarrefion, 

He Liveth again, and after Death Riſeth Yi 


apain, | 
' Thoſe that partake of this Death unto 
Sin, are Crucified unto this World, and 
have taken up Chriſts Croſs, and are Dead 
to all the Pleaſures and Delights of the 
World, which are. whithered away and 
came to nothing. What do they Live tc 
now ? To Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Chaſti- 

ty, Temperance z theſe are pleaſant ro them{Wj 


theſe come to live to Righteouſneſs chroug! 
; | | *— ——_ 


The Divine Life of Chriſt Feſus 97 
the Power of him that loved them, This 
ſhews the Glory and the Power of the 
Grace of God : It is the Grace of God that 
worketh ſuch a change in a Man or Woman. 
They' that delight in Sin and Wickedneſfs, 
in that which is corrupt and ungodly,” they 


; Ml have no delight in this,no delight in Sobriety, 
if Chaſtity, Holineſs and Purity of mind, 


[Y Where did it work fucha change > In all 
- Bl that are freely given up to it: Where any 
eW one is given up to that Life, the grace of 
of God hath the praiſe of it : This is theExal- 
1, Wtation and Praiſe of the Power of God ; fo 
that others may find by this, they may by 
it come to believe, and by believing to be 
ſaved, | 

Thus the Goſpel hath gone forth, from 
one to many, and from many to many more, 
and is encreaſing more and more; forGrace, 
Mercy and Peace are multiplied, by which 
be Heritage of God, and fo every Man and 

oman that partake of this Life, ate ga- 
hered into their Fellowſhip, | 

So thar your. end in coming to theſe Meet- 
nge, is not ſo much to hear what this, and 
hat, and- the other Friend ſaith ; but what 
ou have in your ſelves to witneſs to ; The 
divine Operations of the Power of God in 
our Souls, brioging down ſomething that 
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15 ta be braught down, and. raiſing up 
ſomething that is to be raiſed, 'Tempta 
© tion to Sin hath more prevalency upon me, 
than. it hath upon this, and thar, and the 6 
ther man. I am not come to their degree, 
yet it 1s. hetter with me than it was at my 
fiſt convincement : If thou dot ſay this tolf « 
deceive, others, Cry to God, and Pray eav- 
neſtly that all that 'may be brought dowg 
which 1s contrary to his Grace. ' If thou ſay 
and profeſs this, it at the fame time there 
is a deceitful Hearr to ſtrengthen that 
which is known, by the Light of Chriſt, te 
be againſt the truth of God : How will thy 
appearat the Great Day of God ? The Eye 
of God is upon thy Hypocrifie, He that 
Never Slumbersnor Sleeps, he beholds thee; 
if there be any Sin that thou wouldeſt ker 
and, ſave alive, if thou make a Profeſsiar 
and notwithſtanding fayeſt, this Sin I wi 
keep: The Lord Pardon me inthis thing 
Like Naaman the —_— of the King o 

ria who ſaid to the Prophet, Thy Sof 
47 henceforth will neit her Offer 5 Of "fur 
ing, nor Sacrifice to other Gods, but unto tous 
Lord.. In this the Lord pardon thy Servant for 
that when my Maſter goes into the Houſe th: 
Rimmon to Worſhip there, and he leaneth ae: 
my hand, and I bow my ſelf in the Houſe 

| Rimmoi 


| 

| 
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Rinachon: ;. |. Hm. ] bow : my ſelf im the: Hoaſe 
of Rimmon, the Lord pardan'thy Serwant-in 
bis thing. Ho knewo>Whe bowed not, the 
Kmg wouldtake nonixe of the alteration of his 

erefore he would bow intheHouſe of 
Rivemen :; That Sin he would fave alive uns 
dera Profefien : That Hypocrifie the Lord 
8d abonimate, , 

"Be\uprighre in the fight of God, and be 
faithful ro your own Souls 3 if it be ſoy;then 
wery Sin will be a burthen, zad you will 
ul long to be rid of it 5 if it bet fo, you know 
| whoſe hand ir is that hath brought you fo 
I ar; if you be veal and cordml, and give up 
ye 77 _ to Japan Th M45 which bs 

Wath begun in you, be will finiſh for you, He 
£0 will Goth it or fou, ria: ax ak bim 
p19 nothing ; you give up your ſelves to him, 
oJa6d joyn not with his Encmiesz take heed 
ot bearkning to: them, take heed of every 
Sin: that. will at laſt be a burden and oppreſ- 
live to your Souls, | 
Burif you Live this Heavenly Life of Je- 
fur, you will be ſer ar liberty, ro have Domi- 
gon over Sin, and ſtand without Guilt be- 
Fore the Throne of God. Friepds,. let your 
Hearts be deeply aflcted with the great 
mercies-that God hath beſtowed upon you, 
E z and 
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and' for giving you that Divine Life that'[; 
acceptablec.m bis figbt, ' | 
- | Many [things haverbeen dohe upon the 
account. of- Religion,>znd+ we could+ never 
be fatisgfhed whether they were acceptable 
to.God ; we could not be ſatisfied whether 
| we did any. thing pleafing ro God ; we may 
ſay of them as the Apoſtle Paw] of the 
Fiſh Sacrifices, #here remains a conſcience 
of Sin, \an accufing Conſcience that tells w 
that Guilt is not removed, nor the Sin taken 
away, till the Lord opens this Divine My- 
ſtery to us, that our Juſtification muſt 'be by 
Faith in Jeſus, that nothing could reconcile 
us to God but the Life of Jeſus, :and the-me 
rit of his Death. we 
This Life of Jeſus was a holy, blamelef, 
harmleſs, and innocent Life, which Life be 
gave for the World, which Life is the Light 
of Men; and our Souls being turned to thi 
Life, we ſee the Glory and the Excellency 
of it, and defires are kindled im our hearts 
after it. Many (have purſued and laboured 
and travelled, that they might come to the 
enjoyment of it : the. very diſcovery of this 
Life ought to be highly prized, and your 
Souls aftefted with it, and when you have 
obrained it, you will fay, O what a bleſſed 
Condition am I come into ! that Chriſt hath 
| manifeſted 
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manifeſted-his Divifie Power in me, not only 
in Reconciling -me to God, but taking-away 
the Conſcience of Sin; by that alſo the: Ac- 
cuſer is. caſf out, and 1 may now ling to 
God Songs of Deliverance. Now you taft of - 
the Mercies that God hath beſtowed upon 
you, - this. will, aff:& your Souls with a 
Chyld-like ſubmiſſion and ſubj2tion to him, 
tha bath begutt to ſave and deliver you, 
thar. ſo you-- may refagn up your ſelves ro 
his will, and forſake the World, and the 
things of it, 
' Now when they come. to ſuch a Mzeting 
as this, their minds may be - retired, - and: 
they may be ſenſible of the Power of-Trath: 
upon thelr hearts, but for want of keeping 
their ſubjzxRion to the Divine Power that 
hath opened their Underſtandings when they 
come into. the World again, they are enſna- 
red and entangled, and many times, for 
want of watchfulneſs, through a laoſenefs of 
mind, and uarulineſs of their, tongue, + they 
run into anger and paſſion, - and this grieves 
the Holy Spirit of God, ' And how - ſhould 
you come to God through the Mzdiatour, 
when you grieve his Spirit, and-quench the 
motions of it? 

Theſe things. have been hurtful to many, 
that for- their time might have been Pillars 
E 3 in 
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minds, that you may feel and experience the 
ward adminiſtrations of it 4 thereare many 
that are much affected with the outward 
Miniftry, and are very deſirous to hear the 
Servants of God decſare the things that God 
bath wrought for them, 'and'in' them; 'and 
the wonderful things that God hath'opeifel 
to them z yet when'you'haye heard af that 
| Men canſay about it, if the Divine Miniſtry 
of the word of God doth not make pawer- 
ful impreſGons upon you, and fanRify "and 
renew your Souls, the outward' Miniftry of 
the Word will do you no good: $i 

- Now that you may be eftabliſhed in the' 
truth that you have been taughr, this Teſti- 
mony arifeth in me, to deſire every one to 
heed and attend to the manifeſtation of this 
. Life of Jeſus in your ſelves, WhatſGever 
God hath beſtowed upon me or” another, 
you | may "periſh for all that, and F am not 
the better for what "God hath beſtowed upon 
you, but may periſh notwithſtanding; but 
that God hath manifeſted Eternal Life to 
my Soul, let that be every ones Center : 
this will make you holy and blameleſs, and 
preſerve you'in every State, awd in the hour 


of Tempration, and in'the- midſt of Snares; 


this 


In the Houſe of God. Take heed of this; 
and ler.the goodneſs of God-dwell upen yout | 
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this will be a Bulwark to you; this will: 


as the Walls of Sion, which is the Szlvation 
of the Lord, "Thar fo you may be pfreſcr- 
ved ſenſible of the goodneſs of the Lord : 
That Grace, - Mercy, and Peace may be 
multiplied in your boſoms; this will make 
you dear and affectionate one to another, 
Though there may be an external Fel- 
lowſhip among thofe that Preach and pro+ 
feſs the ſame DoQtrine, yet when they break +. 
off from that, when once Men depart from 
the power of truth, they grow ſtubborn'and 
rebellious; bur when Men come to be ga- 
thered into the inward Fellowſhip thar ſtands 
not in terms and words, but in the Reveia- 
tion. of Chriſt, and in the Participation of 
his vertue and goodneſs s the more you are 
united in this, the more you are 'Rnit one 
to another, and become one, and uſejul 
and helpful one to another, | 
The Lord vouchſate to every one of you 
a taſt of his goodneſs, and you will prefer 
it above all that the Devil and his Inftru- 
ments can preſent; but if you retire more 
into this Heavenly and Divine Life of -Je- 
ſus, you will feel and enjoy more Peace and 
SatizfaRtion, and true Conſolation in your 
Souls, than I, or any Man in the World 
can tell you of, 
E 4 Sermon 
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The Kingdom of God within. 


Preached at Grace Church Street, 
July 26. 1691, 


OU have read and heard much con. 
cerning the Day of the Lord, as a 
Great and Notable Day 5 many of you are 
now Living Witnefſ:s that the Great-and 


Notable Day of the: Lord is coming, n 


which the: Accompliſhment of Great and No- 
table- Things, the Mighty Works of God, 
which have been Propheſizd of may be 
lawfully expeted. Ir is the work of every 
Chriſtian ro wait upon the Lord in the light 
of this Day, and'to be acquainted with the 
Works of the Lord, both inwardly and 
ourwardly'; for the Day of the Lord is a 
. Day of Power, and that Power of God _—_ 
* et 
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1. wonderful things ; and if weare nar, 

in the light of that Day,.. the Lord 

uy work great things, and we not know 
: we ſhall be looked upon as careleſs and 

ligent: Witneſſes of the Works of. the 

fy as thoſe that do not regard them. It 

ou would be: Faithful Witneſſes, | you 
aſt have regard to the Works of the Lord, 
id the Operation of his - hands. Oae. that 
minded to be a Faithful Witneſs, he will 

ake notice of what is faid and done :. you 
re called to be Witnefſes of the Works of 
he Lard Jeſus Chriſt, and of his doings ; 
ou muſt ſtand where you may hear, and ſee, 


Bnd underſtand what the Lord is about 


> do' at this time, 

In your Teſtimony and Wirnef-. bearing, 
be greateſt thing we have to expect in this 
Jay of the Lord, 1s, that God will {et up 
be Kingdom of his S2n Chrift Jeſus : and 
nto:this all the Pcophets did bear witneſs 

their time, and now it 1s our rurn to bear 
itneſs of it by ſenſible and living expe- 
ences of the accompliſhment of thoſe things 
tat they Propheſied of, that the Lord will 

t up. the Kingdom of Chriſt, and bring 
own -and lay waſt the Ringdom of Anti- 
briff, This our Saviour taught his Diſciples 
0 pray for Sixteen Hundred Years ago 

E 5 that 
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bt whe Flog om of God might'come * ai 
by e true Diſciples of iſt ever & 

have prayed for bs coming of his' King 
dom, and many of them have ſeen the 
ming of it, and rejoyced; and others has | 
died m the F ath of and have been 

therey | into the Ringdom of Heaven, © 

: But, my Friends, that which chicfl 
concerns us at this Day, is to behold the 
Kingdom of Chrift, the Eternal ' Son « 
God within us, to go forward and proſper 
and the Kingdom of Antichrift ſuppreliet 
and deſtroyed, and utterly laid waſt s ani 
this is wrought two ways, 1, inward! 
z, outwardly, 

Firſt, inwardly, FR 1s a greater imcl 
nation in the minds of People to look mon 
ar the operation of Gods power in ti 
great work outwardly, than to look at | 
mwardly, but unto that there muſt be: 
daily Croſs taken up, and it is my bufind 
at this time to tell you in the Name of tit 
Lord, that your Duty and mane is to tun 
our minds to the working of the Power « 
God in our ſelves, and to fee that othet 
. Kingdom of the Man of Sin weikned ant 
brought down within us, and the Kingdot 
ef the Son of God ſet up within us 3 the 
there 8 no fear but he will carry on 
wor 
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work eurwardly, and we ſhall ſee as much 
of that work as belongs to our” Generation 2: 
,_ | but the great Matter and chief Concernment 
bY of you and ine, is to ſee the Kingdom of 
aud God ſet up within us, which ſtands in Ho- 
| linefs and Righteouſneſs our bulinefs is to 
2 | wait till we ſee the Righteouſneſs of this 
all iagdom fer up within us in our 'Hearts 
and Souls, and to have a real change 
made, | 

We all know, and we muſt confeſs, that 
we have been ſubjet ro the Man of Sin, 
whatſoever we are now. We , have ſeen 
the Reign and Government, the Rage and 
Tyranny of the Wicked one that hath-led: 
us into Rebellion and Diſobedience to the 
Lord our Maker; how do we like that Go-: 
vernment to be Ruled by the Devil, and co 
be led Captive, and to be made ro do his 
Will, and to Rebel againſt God that gave 
us our Life and our Breath, and Being? bow: 
do we like that Government of Saran? I. 
hope we do none of us like ir. It was fo 
with me, and: they that are under the Tys-- 
rannical Government of Satan, have many 
Cries agd Withes in their Souls, that they 
were freed and delivered from it, and brotight 
under the Government and Obedience of 
Ghrilt Jeſus 3. and that they. were able to- 


lerve 
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ſerve ; God as they ought to do, that they 
might be tranſlated- from the Kingdom of 
Sin and Satan, into the Kingdom of the bleſ- 
ſed and dearly beloved Son of God, 

- This hath been the cry of ſome ever ſince 
they have known the World, and 1 am per- 
ſwaded it is the cry of many at this day z [I 
have good news to bring you, not that the 
day of :your Redemption draws nigh, but 
that it is come ; the day of Redemption is 
now Come, and there are a great many 
blefling and glorifying . the Name of - God 
that they are redeemed and delivered from 
the bondage of Corruption, and have more 
joy. and delight in the ſervice of God that 
made them, than ever they had in the ſer- 
vice-of the God of this World, 

Bur way nat ſome ſay, how ſhall this 
great work be wrought ? for it is a great 
work, and we verily think that nothing but 
an Almighty Power can eff:& it ; for there 
are many 1n this Aſſembly have been trying 
to'no purpoſe, and done what they could 
in their- own ſtrength to deliver their own 
Souls from Death, and yet they find them- 
ſelves in bondage ſtil], nay, they have called 
in the help and affiſtance of thoſe that they 
thought to be ſtronger than themſelves, and 
all have failed, and they are yet weak and 
E intangled, 
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intangled, and they cannot fiad themſelves 
n liberty to ſerve the Lord as they ought to 


0, | 

L am of this mind, that nothing but the 
Almighty power of Gad can. do it; and 
when you come to to my experience,to know 
this as I have done, then I hope you will 
ſeek after that, and you will ſee good-reaſon 
for it, and you will then come to this Poſt- 
tion, if the Lord dggh not help me I am 
undone; if the Lord Puts not forth his Al- 
mighty Power I muſt then periſh, for there 
s no other Power can deliver me : when 
you come to know this, what muſt you do? 
Why, you muſt wait for the Revelation of 
that power that wall take you off from all 
truſt and confidence that you have ever had 
in any thing elſe; a Man that hath nothing 
to truſt ro but the Almighty Power, and 
Mercy and Goodneſs of God, he puts his 
whole truſt and confidence therein, or elſe 
he knows he muſt perifh, 

When a Man or Woman comes to this 
paſe, that they have nothing to rely upon 
but the Lord, then they will meet together 
to wait upon the Lord : and this was the firſt 
ground and motive of our ſetting up Meet- 
ings; and I would to God that that was the 
u'e that every one.would make of them that 


4 com ec 
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come to: them, then they would be juſtly 
and'properly uſed according to the end of 
the inftiturion of them at firſt ; we ſhould 
uſe them.as' poor deſolate helpleſs People that 
are broken oft from all their own confidence 
and truſt, and have nothing''to rely upon 
but the mercy and goodneſs of God; and if 
he pleaſeth ro reveal ' his -power among us, 
we know that he is able to ſave us, and we 
have met with the Revelation of Gods Power, 
and when we have met together in ſimpl: City 
of Mind, the Lord was pleaſed to commu. 
nicate his Spirit to us, and open a door for 
us, and diſcover and reveal to us that it was 
the "day of bis Power, And when we 
carne to examine our ſelves wherher we were I. 
willing in this day of Gods Power (for the 
Prophet gives us a note of diſtintion b2 
eween the People of God, and other People; 
Thy People ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
Power, which is as much as to fay, God dif 
covers and reveals his Power to them, ſuch a 
People are willing to give themſelves over 
to the government of it, when we found we 
were ſubje& to it,) we had j>y in believing 
before we attained the end of our hope ; it 
was gladneſs to us that we found our ſelves 
willing, and I am perſwaded that every one 
of you would be glad to find your ſelves wil- 
ling 
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ling to part with "that which' you cry out 
WC 


What a cry is there of our Bondage and 
Corruption, and of our being led Captive . 
by our Lyſts? we may hear ſuch a cry from 
one end of the Yingdom to the other : Peo- 
ple cry out of | the Bondage of Corruption, 
and of their fubjetion to Sin and Satan :* * 
I would they were in earneſt; there i not 
thar earneſtneſs- and reality in Men and 
Women that :God looks for, and (o there” 
comes nothing of it, There is noredermptien 
and no deliverance, the Lord doth nor hear 
them ; though they come now a days into his 
Prefence ' to offer up their Prayers and Sup- 


' plications, I would have you bein good 


earneſt, I wiſh well to you all, and it would 
be hard to ſay that you do not wiſh well to 
your ſelves : Here lies your welfare, that 
you find your ſelves willing to be ſubje& to 
the Power that made you; you have been 
fbje&t doublefs to the Power that deſtroyed 
youz that Power that never gave you Life 
and B-eath, hath been inſtrumental of -your 
Deſtrution : The Power of the God of 
this World never did men good, but deftroy- 
ed them, deceived them, and deprived them 
of their Lives, . 

Now 
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Now. if. there was. but a  willingne(s in 
every one of us freely to give up our 
ſelves to that Power that Created us to obey 
 hiswill : I am ſure there is never a Man or 
Woman among us ſhall long be without the 
knowledge of it, If I am but willing to be 
| ſubjeX. to the Law of him *thar x. me, 
| It will not'be long before he diſcover it to 
me, and reveal his Power in me in the glory 
and-excellency of ' it ; that Power which 1s 
more able to preſerve me, - than all the Power 
| of Men on_Earth, or all the Power of the 
| Devils in Hell is able to deſtroy me, When 
| the Lord ſhall diſcover and reveal his Power 
| in you, you will be willing to be ſubje& to- 
is 

But methinks the ſound and noiſe of Fleſh 
and Blood grows loud here, I would be 
ſubjet ro God, but I would not have him 
croſs mine intereſt, and deprive meof that 


W 1 love and thrift after; I would aot.have 


[. him imbicter my Carnal Delights and /Plea- 


W ſures, and undo me as to my Reputation in 


the World. 
You may ſee whence this comes that you 
would make a bargaia and draw a contract 
{ With the - God of your Lives about theſe 
things, this is a Nonſenfic?l thing s becauſe 
of , all People in the Worid, you are a Pec- 


ple 
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ple that have had a veneration for the Holy 
Scriptures, the Scriptures of Truth z and 
have been acquainted with them ſo familiar- 
ly as with any Book in the World, wherein 
'ou find Articles drawn, long ago. fixed 
and ſealed, and no new ones are to be drawn, 
If any one will be my Diſciple, Fob or 
bomas, Fames or Peter, or whoever he be, 
he muſt take up his Daily Croſs and Deny 
himſelf, and Follow me, Now here 1sa 
contra made, therefore turn afide from 
all kind of Reaſoning and Conſulting with 
Fl:ſh and Blood. 
If you-will become Spiritual, and partake 
of Spiritual Blefſings and Benefits 5 I would 
Radviſe you to turn from all kind of reaſon- 
ings that come from the Pit of Darkneſs, that 
hath thus far deceived you, and will rvine 
'ou for ever, if you hearken torthem : For 
fſure your ſelves new Goſpel tergqisno man 
in make, and if any come to Preach new 
oſpel terms, count him a deceiver ; for 
ere is no poſſibility of being a Diſciple of 
ariſt, but by taking up a Croſs Daily, and 
Denying our ſelves and Following him as 
our Leader and Guide: To him I muſt go, 
and go in no other way, ſpeak nothing,or do 
nothing but what is Holy and Pure; he muſt 
uit me in my walking, guide me in 
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my way, and juſtifie me in it: Th is to! 
a true Diſciple of Chriſt. 

As ſoon as he comes to adhere and joy 
to the Power of Gad revealed in his Soul, bel 
ſees the. coming of the Kingdom of God 
he ſees it at a diſtance, he ſaith within hin 
ſelf, and makes this conclugon, I wil 
follow my Captain, I will become ſfubjea 
to the Ringdom of Chriſt; 1tI obey thy, 


Divine Principle of the Grace of God andh,, 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, I ſhall be his Diſcip| 
I read in his blefled Book, That as many alk, 
are led by the Spirit of God, are the Childre 

of God, 1 am not to propoſe new term, 
but to accept of the old terms of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt; I ſee that the Kingdom of God 
to be ſet up, and the Kingdom of the Devi 
to be brought down in me: If I followedff 
this Divine Principle, I ſhould never follo 
the Devil more ; if he would have me Lie 
I hall refuſe and fay I cannot do it z if ht 


would have me run into vain and corcuat;; 


Communication and fooliſh jeſting, tha 

will be a bridle to me that I cannot do it 

I fpeak now to perſons that live under the 
Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and that s 

ſubdued-by bis Grace ; I would ſpeak tha 
which all the Logick -in the World canned 

overthrow, that which the moſt. cunning 
Logiciat 
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ogician with all his Wit and Quirks can- 
ot refute and prove erroneous ; If a man be 
d by the Spirit of God he cannat Lae ; this 
$2 common cure-for all men, if T be led by 
irit of Truth, and hearken to the 
"Principle of Truth in my own Soul z this 
"Will cure and heal me of the wounds and. 
Jnaladies of. my corrupt Nature, and ſet me at 
Fiberty from my old Maſter ; I do not. like his 
Per vice, 
I' hope if any of you like the Servitude 
nd Bondage of Sin and Satan, you will 
fire Liberty before you die, Why do not 
"Jou defire it now 2 It may be thou thinkeſt 
"So 'enjoy a Intle Liberty, and Reputation, 
nd Pleaſure in Sin for many years, for Six 
Fr Seven, Nine or Ten years, and then break 
Pit from it, and repent and turn to God ; 
ow doſt thou know that thou haſt ren_days 
olive? It is of high concernment to every 
Woe of us to wait for a diſcovery of Goſpel 
"Tiberty, 'afd an ability and power in firs 
MWoul to enable him #0 break of from the 
tervitude and Bondage of Sin and Satan that 
Te hath fo long lived: under; and to wait 
pon God with_ Patience for the ſetting of 
Ps Soul at Liberty, and ſetting up the 
ingdom of Chrift within hin), ' and pulhng” 
wn the Kingdom of Satan, that he may be 
L brought 
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brought into the Kingdam of Chriſt 3; thatf 
confilts in Peace and Righteouſneſs and f. 
in. the Holy Ghyf. Theſe are the thingy 
that follow one another : when Righteoul. 
neſs 1s ſet up in me, I ſhall not be diſturbed}; 
I ſhall have Peace ; and if I have Peace 
ſhall have. Joy, and this Joy is in. the Holy: 
Ghoſt the Apoſtle ſaith the. Kingdom 4 
God conliſts in theſe things, - uf | 
Now that every one mi'ghe be perſuaded} 
that God hath given a meaſure of his Grace 
to thera, as well-a8 to other folks: Let:ther 
conſider and ay within themſelves, God'ha 
not ſhut me outof the number of his People, 
He hath knocked at the Door of my Heart, 
to bring me to Repentance, he-hath waited 
upon me fo long, ſurely he hath a mind ro 
ſave me: Would -he call upon me, but 
that he intends. I ſhould repeat and cuen to 
him? + 
Bur where is the Power, You will ſay, 
Rnockingyat the door of the Heart ?; and 
checks "6f,. Conſcience we underſtand 
them, but we underſtand not where the 
I” is to be conformable to the Will of 
God, | | 12 | 
People will never underſtand it while they 1 
are in the Kingdom of Satan, and under tlis] | 
the Power of the Prince of ' Darkneſs ; the 
Apoſtl 
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poſtle tells us, That the God of this World 


y | "ar blinded the minds 6 f them that believe 


! 


P þ 


J 


: left the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of 
Chrif Af js the Image of God ſbould ſhine 
into them, If men ſaw the Beauty of the 
oſpel they would run after it, ws! embrace 
itz | therefore whe Devil blinds their minds 
bat they ſhouid-nct tee the Beatty and Ami- 


- ableneſs of the Goſpel, and like the terms of 


Wit: He hath the Rule and Government of 


the-Hearts of the Children of Diſobedience, 

2 long as I live in SubjeQtion to thar 
Deviliſh Helliſh Power which leads me forth 
into- Sin 5 I ſhall be a ftranger to Gods 
Power ithat would enable me to break off 
from it, 

You never read in Scripture of any that 
ever came to be ſaved by the Power of God, 
but there was Faith mixed with'it, that came 
tojoyn with that Power of God, Our Savi- 
our ſaid to the impotent man, Thy Faith bath 
made thee whole; thy Faith joyning with 
that Power of God ; We ſhall be made ftrong 
in the Lord, and inthe Power of bis might ; 
and be able to withſtand Temptations, 

As ſoon as the Soul of Man joyns with 
the Grace of God, he dothforſake the ſervice 


of his old Miſter and Governour : Sin ſhall 


no longer have Dominion over him ; though 


x18 The Kingdom of God within, 
he may meet with-the fame Temptation, 
ſhall not have the ſame power over hix 
but he' will be enabled by the grace of 
te. withſtand. it, and overcome it,, If yah 
- - sk ſuch a Man, how it is that he overcon 
that. Temptation that formerly prevaileho! 
over him; he will tell you-- I have now atſhti 
Helper, am now joyticd to the Grace die; 
God in my Soul, therefore: do I withſtanh 
Temptations, and have power over thenhe 
Thus comes the Kingdom of Chriſt 'to bfely 
fet up in the Soul, and rhis is that whidÞt: 
will fit and prepare us for the everlaſtif 
Kingdom of God : they that do wait upaiſſſim 
God,. ſhall ſee this work wrought inwardl)ſſp 
in them, they know more by Faith thatlfhas 
they can fee: by Senfe: l n. 
I know and am certain that the Power thFGc 
Devil hath in the World ſhall be broken | 
down, and Righteouſneſs ſhall be exalted re 
and juſtice and equity ſhall prevail in. th 
Nations, I ſhall not perhaps live to. ſee ite! 
but E may ſee it by Faith, I may ſesenoughJT« 
for my generation, and they that live in theſſÞÞe: 
next generation- ſhall ſee ir alſo; for theſſſve 
Church of God is the ſame from one genera-ſho) 
tion to another, Now unto us it 18 given toffſbe 
ſee the things that in former generationsſſne 
were Prophelied of, God having (fſaich theſſco 
Apoſtle) 
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\ Wroftle) Provided ſore better thing for as, 
ler they without ns ſhould no be made per fetF, 
The Church of God from one Genera- 
ion to another have their meaſure and des 
Wree of fervice, and bear their proper. Teſti. 
eony, and leave the reft to fucceding Gene- 
Wrions : ir concerns us in our Generation to 
er a change nade inwardly m our Souls, and 
he Kingdom of Chrift ſet up withinus, and 
he Kingdom of Satan brought down in our 
lves, This doth not concern my Son or 
dWtandſon only, but it concerns me, and 
When they grow up to mature Age, in their * 
Wime it will concern them : therefore that 
Which is moſt profitable ro us, is, that we 
Wave ſuch a ſtation, 'and ſtand in ſuch a place 
n. our time, where we may ſee the work of 
od carried on, 
I have conſidered many a time that there 
e many brave Men and Women in' this 
Foe, that might have been eminent Wit- 
thefles of God in the World, and born their 
eſtimony to his truth, but their Faith hath 
cen weak and ineffteual : they have diſco- 
Frered! their unbelieving hearcs, and have 
*Hoyned with the common herd of the World, 
ofIbecauſe they thought ſuch great things could 
never be done, that the Kingdom of Satan 
i would never be pulled down and deſtroyed, 
| and 
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and the Kingdom of Chriſt ſet up withinu 
Bat I would hope better things of you,thing 
that. accompany Salvation ; and that he thu 
hath begun a good work in you, will carr 
1ton to perfe&tion ; that Living Praiſes andj-- 
Joyful Thankſgivings may be rendered tg 
him who alone is worthy, who is God ova, 
all, bleſſed for ever; to whom be Glory and 
Dominion for ever, and ever. Amen, 


Sermon VIL- 
he undefiled Way to Etcr- 


nal Reſt. 


Freached at Devonſhire-Houſe , 
* Fuly the 29th. 1691. 


\ 


My Friends, 


HE Lord will be with all his Peo- 
ple, that are 'undefiled in the Way 
at are Spiritual Travellers walking in 
at undefiled Way, that leads to;;.an 
defiled Reſt. There are ſome. ,.that; by 
is Way are enter'd mto Reſt, that Reſt 
hich God hath prepared for them, We 
nnot apply to our ſelves that promiſe that 
made to us of entring into Reſt, unleſs we 
real and true, Travellers in the Way that 
ads to it, for if we do, We deceive our 
Souls, | 
Therefore you that bave had a Sight and 
RR Vikon 
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Vifien of the Way Everlaſting, that lead 
unto. a Holy Reſt, you are Engag'd Peoplifo 
to make ftraight ſteps therein, and- to have 
your daily Care, and make it your contin 
al Buſineſfs,' to Jook' thar ;your Goings anllffo 
 Foot-ſteps are of the ſame nature and kit 
that the Reſt is that you defare to enter ini 
Far-ut is an- undehiled Reff, that we all 4 
or ought to be * Travelling. after 3- therekc 
every one of us muſt be undefiled in theW; 
and every Foot-ſtep mult be of the ſame ki 
arid nature, and ſeparate from all that whipc 
defileth it and polluteth it'z thar fo ir mWDi 
| have a tendency to the bringingof the 5 
nearer toits Reſt, 

This Holy Reſt many Travellers have 
rained: by this Holy Travel, and many | 
fill i hope to atram it, =_— 

But now they that are full of hope © of 
txining this Reſt; but- their Footſteps a 
Gbidgy are not of the fare nature and kin 
they. dre hot holy and pure, they are not Þ 
defiled : Theſe have not their Faces tri 
Sion-ward, though the Face of their Proj 
fion may ſtand that way ; bur the L 
looks at the' Heart of every one, and 
knows which way- the Heart ſtands ; tl. 
who have their Hearts truly turned -to 


Lord, they have the mark 'of Holineſs 
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atheir Eye, and the mark of purity and righte» 
dFouſneſs in all their Undertakings, becauſe 
"Whey know there isno attaining to that Divine 
Reſt, but by a Holy Way and Travel, there- 
fore their truſt and - reliance is alone on the 
FYLord, thats to keepthem in-all their Way, 
Wor if they be never ſo clearly convinced that 
Jolineſs and Righteouſneſs is their Duty, 
nd 1s the way whereby they may attain to 
be Kingdom of G6d, though they are never 
no fully convinc'd of it, yet there lies an im- 
offibiliry of any walking therein withour the 
Divine Afliſtance of the Grace of God ; for 
"though they have been convinc'd by the 
pearance of his Grace, and haye had a light 
at openeth to them a-{ight of theſe things, 
We is notthis Sight andViſion that will ena- 
Yble them. To run the Race that is ſet before 
bem.” | 
F* For the manifold impurities and hindran- 
nes which are in our Way, - between our 
bming our of Eg yprts Land, the Bondage 
'Wf Corruption,and our tntring mto theKing- 
Bom of God, are too mighty and too great 
Sor any Man with his knowledge and ſtrength 
oovercome; The Children of 1/rae/ might as 
Well have gone - through the Red Sea with- 
wt the help of God, as the Chriſtian 'Tra- 
| Fs velicr 
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veller can go through the many difficult 
and the many impediments that he is to mee 
with in his Way, without the afliftance ol 
God's holy Spirit. IT (i: 
' My Friends, It hath been'a Labour anfflh 
Travel at this time Yr my Mind,” that ally; 
whom God hath fo Gonally Blefſed with 
Rnowledge of the Fruth;z that you muſt 
ſee your Way, and moſt clearly know an 
underſtand, that -yorir "Way leads to Liffd: 
Eternal; - that all» and every one of yt 
In your particular Meetings, are to bave 
 Jependance upon that which can help yo 
-1n your Way, ' t | 
For I have ſeen too many that - have -h: 
a wrong dependance, after-they were right 
' Convinc'd, and-after they -haye had as trut 
knowledge of their Way. wherein the 
ſhould walk ; they have too much*rruſtedi: 
openings and fights which they haverreceiv'd 
they have thought their Mountamn«ſo fur 
and that their Feet bave been paſt ſliding, tl 
there hath grown upa” ſtate. of preſunprioliiſh 
that they have thought they-ſhould' neve 
turn afide, and have not had due regard i 
the renewing of the divine Power of God ul 
their Souls, thar God's Children always milan 
have. They have (as 1 may fo fay 
forgotten what our Lord ſaid, Without 
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ullhe can do  nothing-; they” have paſſed a Sen- 
fence upon thar DoQtrine in their minds, and 
hey bave thought they could do ſomething, 
Fthar they cquld withſtand Temptation, thar 
they could do fome Work tor God, and Ser» 
Fvice to God without: the divine afliſtance of 
h(fthat Power that did beger them; and alas, 
lithe leaſt they have ſuſtained hath been, that 
they have fallen-into Evil, and 'they have 
defiled their Way, and run into Temprations, 
though ir hath pleaſed the Lord, whoſe 
Mercy 18s Infinite, to pull them many times 
diIback again out of the ſnare which they were 
'Yfallen-into, and to take them up again, and 
fro waſh them, and cleanſe them, and purite 
tilthem, and ſet their Feet on a ſure place: 
This was more than they deſerved, but his 
ercy and Gogdneſs and Tendernels is over 

[4all his Works. OE 
0 This he hath wrought for many a one, 
eFand not only once, but many times; it is hard 
bifrenturing ; it had been better-if ſuch a one 
olitad never fallen, or that their Foot-ſteps had 
Wervcr flid from the ways of the Lord, than 
1 (Gatter they are fallen to he renewed again by 
1 Repentance. Ir hath cauſed fore Judgment 
and Condemnation and Anxiety of Spirit : 
1 YAnd they have given their old Enemy an ad- 
antage to whiſper in their Ears, «Thou haſt 
F 4 loſt 
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Lot thy ground ;_thy Sins are-gone-over thif 
Head ; and thou ſhalt never find Repentancaf® 
Theſe-are the Words of the Wicked 'onelf 
who ſceks occaſion againſt us; and. througlif* 
eur careleſneſs, and not being watchful 
we put an advantage into his Hand : No 
ſeeing you know he is vigilant, and ſeeks off 
caſion that he may turn you out of your Waf 
before you attain to the end of it ; you ouyl 
to be vigilant to Keep occaſions from him, IF 
But ſome *may ſay, how "may I keep off 
cafions and advantages from the Enemy" 


I anſwer, the way hath been often col" 


you, and I dare ſay moſt of you have trye 
it, and found it to be true ; that ſo long 
you” haye remained in a watchful State an 
Poſture,and have had your minds exerciſed b 
the Grace of God; by which you we 
convinced of your Sin, and by which you 
Duty was maniteſted to you 5 So lon 
you gave the Enemy of your Souls no oct 
ſion z bur rhe Truth preſerved you where 
ou truſted, and wherein you” hoped an 
waited for the vertue and power of it. Dif" 
you find want of ability then 2 Did till 
Enemy prevail then ? He did not ceaſe i; 
Temprt when you was in the moſt watchiall 
State of a Chriſtian, the Devil did not the 
ceaſe to tempt you ; but you found in ye 
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+ power that x<ſiſted him ; and aid, Ges 


eoce behind me Saten. 
$0. long as you are upon; your watch, ſo 
far as you kesp your mind fixed upon the 
Divine Power ; ſo long you are in a ſure 
Slace, and whoſoever turns aſide from this 
"Whey ſuffer great harm and prejudices and 
f'ever. they be reſtored again it is. with loſs 
ad damage- and fore exerciſe ; and if they | 
2 Þe not reſtored, they are loſt to all Eternity ; 
WT hen it had been better for them not to bave 
mown the way of Righteouſneſs, than after 
Whty  bave known it, to turn from the Holy 
MCommandment delivered to them : And then 
they ſaid within themſelves, this mult be the 
| [ZTA 
MF Sis, theſe things pertain to your Ever- 
Aaſting welfare; I ſpeak to you as to a Pec- 
ple rbat God hath abundantly Loved ; and 
thath been far beyond any thing of deſert: 
e hath made' known his ways to you, the 
YLord may fay: concerning you of this City 
u of old ; What could Thawe done more for 
Vineyard that I have not done?- So he 
may fay concerning you » What could I 
gave done more to make them a grown 
Feople ? a holy People, an intire People 
that They may bear my Name, and waik 
tfore' me in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all 
| E..4 the” 
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the days of their Lives. What ſhould ha 
been done more for them ? 
But thisis an Exerciſe to us whom Ge 
hath bleſſed and ſer as watchmen, to beho 
and ſee the ſtate of his Peoplez and to fel; 
and bear the burthens that are to be born 
and this is the great burden, that after al; 
that God hath done, and that we do .in thi} 
hands of God ; all that is neceflary for tt 
welfare. of the People : Yet here are fon 
that turn afide,. and here are ſome tha 
have _ defiled their way, and we teſti}, 
in. the name of the Lord, that whoſoeve 
walks in a defiled : Way, ſhall never come ti 
an undefiled Reſt ; theretore that you do not 
attain to that undefiled Reſt, it is becauſe ye 
have been defiled : Seeing the Holy conver- 
fation of the People of God is the effect of 
the working of his own Power and Spirit o 
Here comes the Reft, by and through : 
Mediator, even Jeſus Chrift the Righteous 
who is the Mediator between God and Mar 
and the Leader of a!l his People in the wa ' 
of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs which he hath 
made.manifcſt to them that believe and obey 
the Power: And He hath purchaſed Ete 
Salvation for all that Believe and Obey th 
Goſpel. But the Tranſgreflors do not obe) 
the Goſpel ; the Spirit of. Chriſt doth _- 
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lead you- to Tranſgrefiion, and the Power 
and | Light that comes from Chrift doth not 
lead you ' to Pride, Vanity, Envy and Bit- 
terneſs':. Where-ever theſe things © are led 
Fino, there 1s another Spirit, and that other 
MY Spiric hath another rendency, and it leads 
into the wrath of God. 

And- my Friends, this is that which my 
Soul defireth at: your hands, and it is for 
your. good and advantage ; it is my Duty 
1 to- diſcharge my Conſcience, and to ſpeak 
fl plainly as the Lord ſhall give. me utterance, 
to. warn you that you abide i the Truth ; 
S for it fo be you be.not faved, but will turn 
afide after your own Hearts Lufts, after your 
I Pride and the Vanity of the World, and the 
' Luſts thereof; you may blame your ſelves,and 
your Inzquity will be your Raine, We that bave 
Þ given up our ſelves to God for your ſakes, 
TJ and for the Churches fake; we fpeak theſe 
things which we have Learned of God, and 
we earneſtly -preG you that .are convinced 
that you walk in the Truth which you have 
' believed : There is no Þreat need of more 
VE knowledge, -and of the Viſion of Heavenly 
J and Divine, things; for abundance of you 
-have ſeen more of the things of God than 
ever you have travelled and come up unto, 
t would to God that every one of you that 
Fs5 are 
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F. are cofrivinced would come up To the meaſurl 
of the knowledge. you bawe received: O 
that you would anſwer the Lords Power inf? 
opening and diſcoyering his Mind and Wil þy 
concerning your Travel, and the thing 
that belong to your Everlaſting Peace, that 
your footſteps may be directed thereby, _ It 
you Will walk in this undefiled way, yo 
may lie down at Night, and rife in the Me 
ning with Peace, and in the favour of the 
Lord, and have the anſwer of a good. Cor 
ſcience in his fight, | 
The means that muſt help and conduQt 
in this way, muſt be that familiar Converſe 
that the Soul-muſt have with ſomething 
greater then it ſelf z the Familiar Converſe 
'that the Soul muſt have with the Divine 
Power, with that manifeſtation of Divine 
Light and Grace, which through Jcſus 
Chrift God hath given unto you, For if a 
man prize and eſteem the Truth never 6 
much, and ſuffer never ſo muck for ir, anc 
Love the Miniſter never ſo much ; it he 
keep not a Familiar Converſe with the 
Truth ; notwithftanding. all his Profeffion w] 
of Love to the Truths of theGofpel, and 
the Preachers of ir, he will Reproach it: 
_ Though 


4 
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Though 'he Profeſs and. ſay T love thee, 1 
y Fove thee ;- rhough he hath ſuftered much 
- Yin'the way, yer if he love not the Truth in 
uf his own Heart, and defire not to feel the 
MF excellency and the vertue of it ; that man 
"Y will "certainly difhonour the Truth, and 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God. 

e warn you to take heed to' your 
Way, and to your Feet'in your Chriſtian ' 
Y walk, that you may come to have an Abun- 
dant entrance into the Kingdom of God. 
Pray_to God that'the work ot Regeneration 
Y may be wrought upon you, that you may 
{A be born: info another ſeed, and partake of 
the Divine Nature : Ther, though the Devil 
sfilt you, he cannot overcome you'; he - 
will find nothing in you whereby to betray 
you into his hands, when that change 4; 
wrought, and when God hath made an 
alteration, and hath brought you out of the 
:Love.of the World, and the Love of Earth- 
ly things $* And ſet 'your Aﬀettions on things 
above, where” Chriſt ſits at the Right Hand 
of God, Now you can ſay here comes a 
-Temptation with this inftrument, and the 
ether jnſtrumentr, and the Devil layes things 
before me that he would have me to do ; 
bur I have no inclination to it, I have no 
mind to be ſacking at the Worlds breaſts ; 
bur 
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but my - mind. is ſet. upon this, that I ma 
reach acquaintance: with God, Who will be 
a preſent help unto. me, \and tread Satan 
der my Feet. 

There is need of your continual care end 
vigilancy,' and that you. Watch and Pray 
that you may not. enter into Temptation: 
3s not ſo eafie a thing for a Manor Weman 
while they are in this World to do any 
thing without Sin, but God hath called you 
to. a Holy Profeſſion z which. is, that you 
thould do all-you can «do, to do-every thing 
you do without Sin :* For whether y0u Eat 
or Drink or whatſoever y0u' do; you fhoald 
do al. to the glory of God, Here is your 
Profeſſion, bur where is the Life-of it 2 
It is only The Children of God that are led 
by the Spirit of God. This Spirit we would 
have in you, and we would haye- all you 


That have received Chrift Feſus the: Lord, to 


walk in him as you have- received him: 


Then you ſhall be kept undefiled in the 
Way, and delivered from Temptation. 
To this end you muſt be ſtill waiting up- 


on the Lord that you may have ac 


quaintance with him from Day to Day ; 
you. are in the World, but you ſhould not 
be of the World : The Prayer of our Lord 


Ic 
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Diſciples, was not. that he ſhould + Take 
ether out of the World, but keep them from 
Merchants', \ Tradeſmen, and Shop- 
keepers. have always ſomething to do in the 
World, but. they ſhould Pray earneſtly that 
I:Y they .may. Be kept from the Evil of the World. © 
nfl There | is nothing can be done in the World 
FÞ but there is evil in_ it, which we ſhall be 
uÞ overcome- by if we do not keep. our watch. 
u} In the Government of a Family thereare oc- 
gf calions and provocations given men to. be 
Paffionate. and Furious 3 many occaſions are 
offered to Men and Women, but we ſhould 
not, be tranſported.and oyercome : Our Pro- 
feſſion obliges us that when a Child or a. Ser- 
vantgives a provocation,we are not to behave 
our ſelves unſeemly and unbecoming ourHoly 
Profeſſion ;+for it is not in their Power, nor 
0 the-Devils Power neither-to kindle - your 
| Wrath and Anger'into a Flame : If you be 
; £ upon your watch, and wait upon the Lord ; 
{ Þe-will give you Wiſdom and Strength to 
- | ſtand againſt all Temptations whatſoeyer ; 
» | and To order your Converſation according to 
the will of God, and .as becomes the Goſpel 

of our Lord Feſns Chriſt. 
In Merchandize and Buying and Selling 
there are Snarcs,and there is evil we may run 
| into, 
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into, but here'is our comfort and joy; then 


A 
47 
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1s no coertion, 'we' cannot ,be'forced ro, Sinflh, 


the Devil can only. lay . a temptation befordf 


me; if thou wilt rel a Try GJuiepeath di 


ſemble, here's an advantage fqr thee, buff 


| the Devil with allhis ſubtiley," power,” and 


_ —_ 
_ 


alfurements, cannot fay, thou ſhalt run intl; 


this Sin, and be overcome by this Temp 
tion ; for though of our ſelves we can d; 
nothing, yet in the, name and ſtrength of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt we can'do all things; we 
* can do that which is juſt, "and ſtand over 
the Temptation, and trample upon it, - and 
not be owercome of evil, but overcome evil with 
800d. ' When' we” have 'bought and * (old 
We may look back upon what we have done 
with pure Minds, . and clean. Conſciences in 
the fight” of God, and we may come ff 
Victors, and more than Conquerors over 
\ . Temptations, through Chriſt that hath bs 
wed we. 
* The more a Chriſtian keeps himſelf un- 
ſpotted, and the more watchful he ts in” his 
walking, he may go on from” day to day, 
and (ee the ſnares of the Dzvil that lies in this 
Vanity,*and the other Vanity and Tempts- 
tion, and eſcape it. | 

{ would | could fay of ſome of you that 
when the Devil laid a'ſnire before you, you 

; FE Fo did 
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rid not run into it when you ſaw it,' 1 
W0h:ve known ſome that have had underſtand- 
oEing enough,: that they need not to be told 
tere the ſnare of the Devil lies ; yer fo it 
Vithath been, the Devil and their own' hearts 
"0uſts hive ' agi<ed together, and they have 
UWSrun into the Snare. This is from the Old 
Confederacy that Men have with Gods 
Enemy 3 you are my Friends, faith Chriſt, 
if ye do whatſoever I command you ; if you 
are the Friends of Chriſt, you will be his 
1 Subjects, and yield Obedience to him - 
nd When he ſhews them. a Snare they will keep 
Bout of it; this is the proof of-a true 'Chri- 
d ſtian, that he will be true in a time of Trial, 
NE and will truſt in that Divine Power that 
ng keeps hit out of the Snare. 
One thing more I-would fay, thar Divine - 
T5 Fellowſhip that you have with Chrift Jeſus, 
0-F it conſiſts in holineſs of Life and Converſa» 
tion, and the exerciſe of agood Conſcience 
-F towards God, and towards Men, Ir is in 
Wy vain to'tell me that you will walk in Unity 
>} with the Truth, unlefs you have Unity with 
5 the Truth in your own hearts 3 you cannot 
©] deceive"the Lord, nor long deceive his Peo- 
ple neither, Here is the Fellowſhip that you 
I are to live in all your days, to live in Fel- 
lowſhip with the People of God, and Com- 


munion 
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munton of Saints can: the Saints have. Com- 
munion in any thing but Holineſs ? and Ho- 
lineſs is a Blefſed Sacred thing, it becomes rheY? 
Houſe of God for ever ; they-that are Saints 
are ſanified 'and made holy.; and he that 
ſan8ifeeth,, and they that ave {antified, are 
all of one, for which cauſe: be is not aſhamed}©® 
70 call them Brethren, "Heb, 2. 11. They 
that are ſanRified are *became Saints, they: F 
bring forth the Fruits of Holineſs and Sand! 
fication, and they are come into Fellowſhip 
with God, and one another ; Every Branch, 
in me ((aith Chriſt) that beareth not Fruit 

hs taketh away, but every branch that bear« 

eth Fruit, . be . pargeth it, that i may bring 
forth more Fryit. That branch which bear- 
eth not Fruit, is caſt into the Fire and 
. burned, 

There are ſome that bring forth -Fruit, 
but it is Fruit to the Fleſh, and the Wicked 
one, but I hope you. are-nor of that number, 
Theſe ſeparate themſelves from the Life of 
the true Yine, theſe haye no Fellowſhip nor 
true Memberſhip with the Church 'of Chriſt, 
while they walk as Captives to the Devil, 
and Sin; theſe are of the World, and not 
of rhe Chutch, If you would have Fellow- 
ſhip with the Church, do not think to kave 
it by outward Conformity, Do not my 

as that 
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that this will maintain your Fellowſhip with 

brift, without a Life of inward Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs z for that day you break 
with the Truth in your ſelves, you break 
off your Fellowſhip with the Church of 
God, and break your peace with God, and 
can no way be reſtored again to the favour 
of God, but by an unfeigned Repentance, 
For the Myſtery of Faith 1s to be beld in a 
_ Conſcience 5 how is my Conſcience des 

ed if I wrong not this or the other Man or 
Woman? ſome can hold the Myſtery of 
Faith fo. far as it conſiſts in a Profeihon, they 
can profeſs it, and they can Preach it, but 
iey have not held the Myſtery of Faith in 
Chriſt, fo as to receive Life, and Vertue, 
and Comfort from him. You have got the 
Jdiſtory of Words and Doctrines, but as 
, ſoon as you dehile your Conſciences by doing 
J&il things, and depart from a Principle of 
> Grace, as ſoon * as you dehle your Confct- 
fences ; you wake Shipwrack of Faith. 
| But (my Friends) as you havea mind to 
continue and abide.in the Faith, and in this 
| f Travel and Heavenly. Journey , I would 
r give you this as 8 certainty, it may do you 
good when my head lies low. The way to 
contigue in the Church 'of God, and Com- 
munion of-Saints, and to retain your hows 

| | Wat 
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wich God, is-ro keep a Familiar Converſe 
with . the Truth in your own Souls, and it: 
will keep you from falling, and Jead andÞ-- 
guide you in your Way, in/your Travel 
and Jourcey to Heaven, As the Mother 
when her ' Child: cries after her; but cannot} 
go, ſhe takes it by the hand and leads it : fo 
if you keep cloſe'to the Truth, - it can - lead 
you through all Difficulties, through  grea” 
Buſineſs as well as little, and deliver you 
from Snares and Temptations, and when you 
are aflaulted it can bring you off clear, AYP 
for Communion with God, and Commu: 
nion with the Saints and People of God, it 
ſtands in that Peace, and Purity, and keep» 
ing a Holy frame of mind in your Heavenly 
Trave), in the undefiled Way, that will at 
laſt bring you to'the Undefiled . Everlaſting \ 
Reft that remains to the Peoplewf God, 


-Sermon VII. 


The: Dawning of the Day of 
of, Grace and Salyation: 


WE Preached in Grace-Church-Street, 
, Auguſt 2. 1691. 


) 

 1My Friends, |; 

C OU cannot but know and be ſenſible, 

g that a Goſpel Day, a Day of Grace 
and Salvation hath Dawned upon you, and 
ivat the Light of it hath broken through 
many Clouds of Darkneſs, which ſometime 
you could not ſee through; This is an in- 
eſtimable and unſpeakable mercy+ of God 
unto us, that. the Light of the Goſpel of 
Salvation ſhineth upon a' People, that with- 
out it muſt be miſerable, 

BY There hath been a very Dark and Cloudy - 

Day upon our Fore-fathers, and alſo upon 

vs,in the days of our Ignorance, We are apt 

| to 
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. to. wander. hirher and-thither, and to 


turned afide with the wind of Mens Doctringfh 


that we could not. find a reft,a home or a ſet 
tlement for our Souls in order to. Life Eter 
nal, And there be many have. cryed untc 
God. that -he would .pleaſe to reveal hi 
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Way, and to make it known unto 'them 
and they have been apt to Covenant wickiiſhi 


the-Lord, that if once they could come to 
certainty, they would walkin it: Unto ſuc 


as theſe the Lord hath bowed his Ear, andfv 


bath anſwered them ; and 1n his anſwering 


ji} 


the cry 'of the Soul, he hath brought Salva js 


on near, and hath revealed the Power by 
which he would bring it to paſs in every par- 
ticular Soul that receiveth the Goſpel of-hu 
S0Nz 


g 
. 


al 


But now Friends, you that are ſcn{ible of 


this Biefled & Glorious Viſiratien of this Gol. 
pel Day, in which Salvation is brought near; 
It is needful for every one: toexarmine their 


ownHearts whether they have really receivedJt 


the Goſpel, whether they have received and; 


embraced the-great boypty, -and unſpeak: 
able bleſling of the Gofpel, with which the 
-'Lord God of Life hath viſited us ;- or whe 


. ther. they have rejeRed it : For though. it » 
our happine(s. to know the Viſitation of Lite 


yet- it doth. not follow that every one that s 


Viſited 
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MVifred will be made an+ Heir -of it”; for 
BThere are many. that fall ſhort through their 
erfl@#belief.- For there are many : that have-re- 
rFceived rhe Goſpel, ” who do diſobey the Goſ- 
talllpet of Chriſt 3\ and fo have not* Eternal Life 

: by it, 3 : 

ni I When Pepp'le come to this ſerious Exami- 
chFſnation of themſelves herein, then the Lighc 
and Grace that: comes from Chriſt unto'eve= 
ry one of us ; both ro him that rejects it, as 
well as to him that receiveth it ; that- will 
make known to them their State and Con- 

dition with reſpect to_the Goſpel- of Chriſt: 
27 WFor there be a great'many-that by an Aliena- 
r-Ftiorivof their minds from the Light. of Chriſt 
sYJcſus, are apt ro be miſtaken in their State, 
and to make a better judgment of themſelves 
and "of their ſtate» inwardly than really ic 
{will amount to-in the day that the-Lord 
;Yfcarcherh and tryeth them : But: they that 
make a-qudgment - of themſelves, by the 
openings and diſcoveries that they bave, 
Fthrough the Light of Chriſt Jeſus (for fo 
ve are to-do in this weighty: matter; ) 
Fthey make a-judgment of ther ſtate and con- 
dition, according to the Evidence that the 
uM Spirit of. God bears to -their Spirits ; -and 
2 this 1 hope you will all ſay is a moſt certain 
1 Way: For if we go to compare our ſelves 


one 


© Judging and determining, even 10 matters 
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one with-another, and ſay, I am better thay 
thee, and that man 1s better than Iz here wel, 
_ are liable and ſubjeR to. a great many Er, 
rours where there. ought-to be none, - .B 
if we come to meaſure and.'determine our 
preſent: ſtate and condition :by; the Evidence 
of the Spirit of God, - beariggg witneſs -with 
our - Spirits-z- here we-have a toundation toff 
\ Place an infallible andcertain zjudgment.upon 
And they that are obedient.to the: Goſpel of 
Chriſt, - are capable of giving a ſound judg 
ment of. their ſtate, becauſe they.are made} 
partakers through-Chriſt of-that Grace andJ] 
Light and Truth which they ſhould be obe-ff c, 
dient-ro.z and. they are brought into a kindF., 
of Knowledge. and -under{tanding of.theiry j« 
_ Duty, whether they'do.1t-or. no: And thu - 
knowledge and this underſtanding that God 
doth give them, makes chem capable to paſs ,, 
a right judgment / upon. their,..own. ſtate, F 
They will not (call :it-2 good ſtate, / if it be th 
an evil ſtate ; and they will-not call it.an evi] 
ſtate it. it be 4 , good one : They know it 1s 
good by the-principle of Truth.un their jadg-J 
ment. "5 ouivy: _ 
Therefore fince there areſo many uncer- Þ ,. 
tanties..in the World, and that men are off 
apt to take hold of an. uncertain way of | 
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ing to theirSouls : There is a greater apt- 
'Sheſs in People to take hold of uncerta'nt-es in 
udging about the matters of their Souls, than 
choſe things that relate to theirBodiesSeeing 
JPcople are io liabletoir, it can do-none of 
Jus harm to exhort one another, and-move 
DYind fiir up one another to make a calculation 
Jof.cheir ſtate by:famething that will not de- 
eive;, There. aft abundance deceived in 
this :Countrey as well 4s other Countreys-; 
we ſhall” not +need to go into forreign parts 
to find People deceived* and deluded. - It” 
will/not be amiſs to ſay, the: Drunkard, the 
Swearer, 'and the Lyar, and the Oppreſlor, 
the Proud, the Malicious -are deceived : 
If chey'* were not ſo, © they would never be 
overcome by the wicked Oqe 3; the Author 
of all: evil, he--hath deceived them 1n that 
they ſhould think to go 0n-in theſe things, 
and cry peace," peace, to one another, and in 
their own Soals ; this is a great Deluſion, 
and the Devil is'the great Deluder-that they 
are deladed-by : And: it would be worth the 
while to find ouit that which ſhould make (a 
man think himſelf in'a happy ſtate and hope 
to enjoy Eternal Life with God and» Chriſt 
while he goes on- in Sin and-Iniquity 3 it 
would be worth the while to find out'the 
Deluſion, | 

; There 


wa W _ 7 
l -- 
- 


DB wenn SA. is Il Ng 


144 ' The Dawning' of the Day 
There is nothing'ſ6 proper to'turn | every 
one to the-Grace of God; as: 70 ſearch then 
own Hearts, "and" try their Ways, This is 
that which will diſcover their 4houghts, "and 
make them known to themſelves ;* this is 
Gods Grace and Gift. to men while they are 
- yet ſinners 'and-diſobedienr'y - he doth” not 
with-hold' his*Grace;” 'but-gives hisGrace, 
and Light, and Truth; Even'to the Rebels 
ous : He "gioeth Gifts to "men," even to the 


know there.isa God. That ſearches the Heart 
end tries the Reynes, and judgeth all Unrigh- 
teouſneſs, If God hath given thee ſo:much 
Grace,” that he 'mighet have a dwelling in 
thy "Heart ; Should+ not that reſtrain thee 
frota Sin ? . That the Devil by his Temprati- 
ons might not defile thee, *and unkit thee for 
the -Ringdom of God. *When the Lord 
Comes to ſearch the Heart, it is in order to 
the purging of it, and the taking away of 
Iniquity - and Sin-that - would unkt thee for 
his Kingdom.” This is a better Way, and 
more excellent than Living to the Fleſh, and 
fulblling the Lufts thereof, Ler People live 
never- ſomuch- ro their own Corrupt Wills 
in Pride, and Wantonneſs, and 'Looſenc(s 
| and the Vanity of their Minds 3 they. will 

- * - nd 


Rebellions ; that he'might have a Place and 
dwelling among rhem, - thar «they - might. 
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got find ſo much true ſetisfaQion and delight 
as in living a Holy Lite, living in the fear 
of God, and avoiding Sin," and keeping 
themſelves from the Temptations and Snares 
of the Devil. 

This isa more excellent Way, and it 1s 
our work and buſineſs ro-declare to People 
this more excellent Way, which all one time 
or other will confeſs ; This is Ickfome, will 
fome- ſay, this will abate my Pleaſure and 
Delights in the World; and ſpoil my Secular 
Intereſt 3 it it were not for this reaſon, they 
would grant it were berter to Live a Holy 
Life, and to Live in the Fear of God, than 
Live in the Service of the Devil ; their car- 
nal Intereſt lies in the way,and wuighs flown 
the Scale, but it is becauſe thou juunett with 
it, otherwiſe the Devil, and all the Powers 
of Hell could not weigh it down; I P-o- 
ple would conſider theſe things ſeriouſly, 
they would fay, it is better to ſerve God 
that made them, and gave them Life, and 
Breath and 'Being z than him that would de- 
ſtroy them. And then when they meer with 
the Pleaſures and Delights of the World that 
the Devil lays before them, they would ne- 
ver weigh down the ſcale againſt a Divine 
Reaſonz it thou wilt give thy Heart to it, 
and ſeriouſly conſider ir, it will: weigh 

( down 
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down the fcale againſt all Temptations fg 
live in, Siv, and Pleaſure, and*Jolliry. I 
thou wilt but joyn with this Divine Really 
that - tells thee, theſe Carnal Pleaſures anY4: 
Enjoyments are not neceflary forahy SoulfiP, 
but it is neceflary to livea Holy Heavenl gi 
Life, and to ſerve the Lord that gave th; 
Life.and Breath and all Things ; - that hat 

' - vouchſaked thee - manifold Preſervation 

: If chou wilt but joyn with the. Divine. Re 
ſon, and hearken to that which opens thi; 
Truth in thy own Heart, all the De 
can do cannot make thee ſerve him, { 
the Devil hath no Coercion, no Power t 
force thee to commir Sin z; he cannot mak 
aman to work wickedneſs againſt his Wil 
He muſt firſt cloud the Underſtanding, at 
work upon the Will, and allure and inti 
'the AﬀeCtions by Earthly things : So the 
canfſt not be forced by the Devil agair 
thy will to yield to his Temptations, t 
commit any Sin; but thou mult ſay, I wi 
do it. . 

I confeſs when the underſtanding is | 
bed and the will allured and ſeduced by ti 
Devils Temprations, there is no withſtant 
ing them : But on the other hand, if m 
would give up themſelves to the Power 
God ;z they would have Divine afbſtance,a 
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joyning ' with that Power ; they ſhould ; Be 
more than Conquerours, "Therefore we can- 
not but be encouraged to keep in the way of 
the Lord, and have acquaintance with the 
Power of God which will preſerve you, and 
give you victory over all the Temptations 
Fand * Afſaults of the Devil ; and without this 
SPower you cannot oyercome, but if you 
have: the aſſiſtance of this Power, nothing 
will be too hard for you, When you ars 
in ſtraits and in a helpleſs condition 3 you fay 
ſometimes, and are ready to cry out, þ ſhall 
Fnot overcame my Spiritual Enemies, I ſhall 
Fever get victory over Sin and the World, 
and the Fleſh and the Devil ; I ſhall never 
be able. ro withſtand his Temptations, but 
they will prevail over me all my days, No 
Avonder you make this conclufion when you 
tave parted with your Truſt and Dependance 
on that Power that is able to overcome the 
FDevil, and baifle him in your Thoughts, 
Words and Deeds. | 

You may be ready to ſay, alas, of my (elf I 
can -do nothing, I am not able of my Self 
Ulſo much as to think a good Thought ; yet by 

Divine Afiſtance I do many times think 
"Food thoughts : [n me, that #, in my Fleſh, 

there dwells nothing that « good: Not in my 
ayFi:th abſtrattly 5 ſeparate from the Power 
| G 2 of 
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of God and the Divine affiſtance vouchſafedy 

unto me. Jn my Fleſh dwells nothing th 
& pood, Butif you take me asone that hatt 
Faith in Chriſt the Mediatour, this Fait 
. embraceth the tender of the Love of God if 
'the Redeemer. And 'when I have this Faith 
there dwels a good thing in me ; and fror 
this good thing that dwels in"me, there flou 
forth good words and good actions; th 
you' come to be acquainted. with a Powe 
ter than your own, and if you will truf 
1n it you will be able to withſtand Temy 
tations : And when you are: Tempted to any 
Sin, you will not be'o6nly able to withſtand 
the Temptation, but to overcome it too 
and to be more than Conquerors-in yout 
Spiritual Warfare, This relying upor 
and truſting 'in the Power of isthay $ 
which we call Faith ; and this, Faith is thefj le 
Operation of God, | tl 
To ſpeak in plain words, God will opeſf a 
rate upon thy mind and make thee know a: 
that this is his Power, his Light, and Truth y 
and Grace, by which he would ſave theeff L 
And after.God hath wrought and operated} o| 
upon thee- in this manner, it 1s thy Duty t} 
then to believe in it,to put thy Truſt andCongþ tl 
Edence in 1t to be delivered, But rhoughh al 
Faith bo'offered unto me, yet it is not force 
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fellypon mes God hath offered -Faith to all 
| men, but he doth not force it upon all 
Smen : All. have an opportunity offered to 
them if they will but joyn with ir 3 they 
nay have Fairh wrought in them, and be . 
fitted and prepared for the Kingdom of 
nf God. 
" There are many that are convinced of 
the Truth of the Doctrine that we Preach 
ff to them, but rhey do not get into the Power 
WJ of Truths they will hear us Preach of the 
8 Power of Truth, and will hear what this 
TW man ſaith, and what the other man faith ; 
JJ and this will ſerve their turn, that they. may 
talk. of Religion, and make a; Profeſſion ; 
of But they do not ſeek after that Power that 
ſhould enable them, To work out their own 
Salvation, Theſe perſons grow in know« 
J ledge, but they do not grow in Grace; 
they will embrace Truth as far a> DoCtrines 
and Words will go ; they have Profeſſed it, 
and they have ſuffered Reproach for it, and 
yet they have not received the Truth in the 
4 Love of it ; they cannot reach to the Power 
J of it ; they glory in their knowledge and 
their under#anding, But they come not to 
yg that which ſanCtifies them, they are not 
able torefift the Devil, and toftand againſt 
his Temptations ; -when a Temptation comes 
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they joyn with ir, but they cannot withſtand 
it: They come to the knowledge of Truth in 
Words, burthey come not to the knowledge 
of the Power of it in ther Hearts and Minds 
'ſoas to make them prepared veſſels for Gods|iſpi 
Honour z God is more diſhonoured by f 
them, than by thoſe that never Profeſl:d 
his Name: They fall into the Tempra- 
tion of the Devil, and never diſcern the 
Operation of Gods Power in their own 
Hearts, 

2. There is another Errour'as great 
as thisz there are a great many that 
when the Lords Power hath+ wrought 1n 
their Hearts, and they have Truth- opened to 
them in the Power of it, yer they havenot 
believed in ir, they have not had Faith 
wrought in their Hearts, they -bave not 
truſted in, nor relyed upon the Power”; fo 
they are weak and fceble ; they have little 
Faith, which is next to none at all, If they 
have never {o much. knowledge, how eaſily 
can the Devil tempt them *o Sin if they 
have not 'true Faith? The is the Vitory, 
ſaith the Apoltle that overcomes the World, 
even your Faith. This is not my Viaory, 
that [ſee the Subtilry and Wiles of Saran, 
and know much ; bur'that which 1s my 


Victory is my Faith : ts cruſt is in the 
Power 
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wer of God, and my relyance upon him 
ho is God mightier than all the ſtreygth of 
Men and Devils z that God who knows my 
cart. If 1 be Faithful to him, and rely u 

im\/by Faith, I ſhall refiſt the Devil and 


y withſtand his Temptations, I might get Vi- 
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tory over them: 

This Power you may have by the Goſpel, 
ut then you muſt be true to the Power of 

in your felyes, for I'do,diſtinguiſh between 
he” Goſpel, as.it is a DcCtrine and Word 
reached, and "an. Invifible Divine Power 
orking upon Men by the Preaching of the 

oſpel; you will all hear the Goſpel Preach'd, 
bough you be never ſo proud and huffy, and 
ou will fay it is true, but you can never 
ome to the ſaving knowledge ot. the'Goſpel 
je ſelf, till you find it workivg inwardly 
pon your ſelves. | 

We do not pretend to any power of 
opening Mens hearts, as God opened the 
ieart of Lidia; but when People come- to 
art. upon God with a ſerious and religious 
Mind, you will find the Power of the Word 
orking efteftually upon you, and fo the 


ofpel will become the Power of God to your + 


Salvation. This is and ſhall be my Prayer for 
| Religious Afſemblies,that the Lord will be 


leaſed to teach them by his inviſible word, / 
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152 The Dawning of the Day 
_and beget living deſires in them toward 7 
tamſelf, and bring them to an' eſteem off, 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, that they wayſh,, 
adorn the Goſpel of Chriſt, by living Goſ-lſ,; 
pel Lives ; for want of this what Jiſhonourl 
have Men brought to God, and what re. 
proach upon the Goſpel? O thar "People 
would come to hear the word Preachedffi 
with deſires to profit by ir, andſay, Lord 
do me ſome good this day, give me a pow-If 
erful refreſhing Viſiration at this time; give 
me ſome living experience of thy Almighty 
| Power working upon my heart, that I may. 
not be led by this Mans Word, and thatÞ 
Mans Opinion, for if they miſtake, I ſhall 
be miſtaken; but if I build my Faith upon 
what God in his word reveals to me, I {ball 
iofallibly know what I am to-Believe and 
Practice, and-I ſhall receive from God ſome 
good thing, and ſhall hyow what « the good x: 
and acceptable will of God ; I ſhall find that 
there is Power in the Goſpel for building me 
wp in my moſk Holy Faith, and that it « 
' Mighty through God for the pulling down of 
ſtrong holds of Sin and Satan, and 1 ſhall 
ſee the Salvation of God brought near to 
me. 
When the Goſpel becomes the Power of 
God, and worketh upon the Hearts * of Men 


by 
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yy the operation of the Divine Power, they 
nay diſtinguiſh between that Faith that 1s 


built upon the Declarations of Men, and 
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hat which is wrought . by- the Reyelation 
nd difcovery of the mind of God in their 
own Souls z this 1s that which we may bot- 
om upon, and have an Anchor ſure and 

ifaft in our own Souls; when we depend 
pon Chriſt the Rock of Ages, both of this 
\oe, and all other Ages; my Faith muſt be 
laced upon him; and when I hear the word 
f a Man, I muſt have an eye to God,- that 
will reveal his power in my heart ; this will 
nake me believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ind to recerve that ingrafted word which « 
ble to ſave my Soul, I ſhall not only hear 
the word, but live in obedience to it, What 
fiopnifies it to make ©. Profeſſion that I 
dave the Light within, if I do not give obe= 
dience to 11? for without that, it is all Hy- 
poerifie, all Pretence to Holineſs, Righte- 
auſneſs, Mortification, is but Hypocrifie any 
further than we find the pawer of Truth 
making an impreflion upon our Hearts and 
Minds, "bringing us to the obedience of 

aith, 

Let them therefore that profeſs Righteouſ- 
neſs, live Righteouſly, and they that hear 
the Goſpel, live in obedience to it, and thoſe 
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that profeſs to be .Chriſtians, let them live .like 
Chriſtians indeed: When eyery one comes to know 
within himſelf ſo far as the:Goſpel has ſhined up- 
on him, that they have received the Truth in the 
Love of it, and lovethe Truth as it is in Jeſus,and 
are obedient. to the Goſpel, they thall know the 
Salvation of it. There is a diſcovery of Gods Pow. 
er in the Goſpel, and there is a believing of it,and 
a hoping init; this is that which belongs to a 
Chriftian 3. this is the beginning, and the firſt ſtep 
toa Chriſtan-Life ; we muſt believein Chriſt, for 
without Faith it & impoſſible to pleaſe God. "He that 
believerth, ſhould be careful ro walk in the truth 
that he hath received, and then he ſhall havea Te- 
ftiimony of the Power and Vertue of it in his own 
Soul. This Vertue and Power, if he joins with it, 
hath the Government of his Heart and Life, and 
gives him Vitory over the World, and the Temp- 
tations of Satan. 

You know in the Primitive Times, there were 
Believers that not only had Faith, but livedby Faith, 
and by that Faith they got Victory oyer all the al- 
lurements, and pleaſure, and vanines of the World. 
F bave fought a good fight, ſaith the Apoſile, 2 Tim 4. 
7, 8. T have finiſhed my Courſe, I have keps the Faith, 
benceforth is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the Rightesus Fudge ſhall give me 
as that Day, and not to me only, but unto all them alſo 
that love his appearing. Ihave got the victory,” and 
there remains an Eternal Weight of Glory for me. 

My Friends, this is our ambition, andall our 
Labour among you, that you may be built up 1n 
- your moſt Holy Faith, that you may be brought 
home to Chriſt, in all your Meetings, and gathe- 
rings t6gether ; you ſhould defire ro be enriched 
with Faith, and to have your own Store-houſe _ 

| c 
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led with all the:Fruits of the Sprrit, and not only 


and . obedient to what you' know, otherwiſe by 
your Religion you will but hurt your ſelves- And 
the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pet. 1. 12. eds of knowing 
the Truth, and of being eftabli init, and of 
ſome that, ow they bad eſcaped the Pollations of the 
Warld through the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt, they: ars again intangled therein, and 
fvzrcome, . and the latter.end with them is worſe than 
the beginning 3: for #t "4d beed better for them not to 
bave known the way of Righteouſneſs, than after they 
have known it, to turn from the Holy Comma de- 
lrvered to them. There 15 a Power goes along with 

e Preaching of the Goſpel, that will you 
to do what you know ; the Goſpel is a powerful 
Doctrine, whether you know it or not ; or whether 
you ſubmit to it or not, yet pray remember that 
Gods People are « willing People in the day of bk Power, 
. y area certain ſort of People that are devoted to 
God, and ſubmit all their Worldly Honours, Inte- 
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; reſts, Profits, and Pleaſures to the pleaſure of God, 


and defire no other pleaſure or happineſs but to en- 
joy his preſence and favour ; they are ſatisfhed with 
this, and they are a happy People, being made a 
willing People inthe day of Gods Power, they are wil- 
ling todeny themſe'yes;to tak: up their daily Croſs, 
& to followChrifi,8& have Salvation upon his terms. 

There area great many Profeſlors that haveno- 
tions, and out-fide appearances, but they want 
that Vertue, and Life. and power that ſhould ſet- 
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The Lord that knows our Hearts, knows that our 
Labour and Travel among you hath been deſigned 
for your good, and that our bearts defire &, that you 
may be {aved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. We _—_ 

* ave 
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:ek for the knowledge of the truth, bur be ſubject - 


tle them in Religion, and a love of the Truth. * 
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156 The Dawning of the Day 
have le conſider, and attend /and-hear what 
God ſpeaks, and remember what he. hath taught 
you by the Miniſters of the Goſpel : We have all 
ears to hear, let us thank God for that, bleſſed 
be God that there is a power and:an ability of 
- hearing with an outward gar, but there are many 
| that will not fo much as give the- hearing to what 

t from the Lord be {poken to them ; He that 
bath ears to bear let bint bear what the Spirit ſaith 
to the Churches 3 and what he ſaith to his owa Soul; 
hear what theSpirit ſaith of your-own State and 
Condntion ; 1f 1:þe good, bleſs God for it; are 
you in ſo good a Condition that you have no 
trouble, no diftrels to lament, no wants to ſup- 
ply. are you that have none ; but if you 
'find you have dot: amifs, and if the Lord ſhould 
call you this Night to give up your account, 'the 
Lord hath a great deal againſt you I am ſure;. and 
Ltell you itis your duty to turn to the Lord with 
unfeigned Repentance, that through Chriſt Jeſus 
you may receive Pardon and Remiſlion of all your 
Sing, | and ſo hear what the Spirit ſaith to your 
ſelves, and in your ſelves. 
Pray come and make it your work and buſineſs 
the reſt of the time that you have to live, t9 work 
out your Salvation with fear and trembling, that 
when Chrift comes, you may'ſay, come Lord Jeſus 
come quick!y, purfie me, and fanifie me, pre- 
pare me to be preſented to the Father without ſpot, 
and blameleſs, *the day is coming that this will be 
the defire of every one of you. 

* Anditisthe earneſt breathing and defire of my 
Saul, thar every one of you may have an eye unto 
the Lord, and he will look down from Heaven, 
and have regard to the cry and the ighing of the 
Needy Soul. God will aniſe, and find out the we 
ple 
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ple that breath after him, and that deſire to be re. 
conciled to him through the Mediatour Chriſt Je- 
fus 3 the Lord loyeth to find out ſuch a People,and 
Iam glad to Preach to ſuch a People the glad ti- 
dings of the Goſpel;and to teach them,as God hath 
taright me, Good and Ypright is the Lord, therefore. 
will be teach and gnide you in the way which you ſhould 
£6. Walk humbly with God, he will refit the Proud, 
be will give Grace untozhe bumble. Walk upright- 
ly before the Lord in this Goſpel Day that ſhines 
upon you 3 love the appearance of God, andprize 
it, though it hath not been ſo Glorious to you, as 
to ſome others, yer defpiſe. not the Day of ſmall 
things live in ſubjeRion to that Grace that the 
Lord hath given you, and the-Lord will give you 
more Grace, and pour out his Spirit, and multjp!y 
his ngs upon you ; the Lord hath begun 4 good 
work in you, and he will carry it on 10 the day of 
Chrift, and will vouchiafe ro bring the Glorious 
Day of his Viſitation upon you. | 
Tothe Lord L leave you, to his Favour and Pro- 
rectionI commit you, remember that zhere is no 
Salvation but by Jeſus Chriſt, and notie ro be had 
by Chrift, .till you come to Believein him ; to him 
that ſearcheth the Heart, and tries the Reins, that 
pardoneth Iniquity, Tranſgreſtion, and - Sim, for 
rheſake of Chriſt Jeſus the Mediatour, to him Ido 
commit you, not doubting but that he that hath 
begun a good-work in you, wiltat laſt complear 
and finiſh it to his qwn Praiſe and your Salyatien. 
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Sermon _ IX. 


The Excellency of... Peace with 
© -God- > 


Preached at Devonſhire-Houſe, 
Auguſt 5. +691, 


My Friends, ; $4 
T is Mans-great happineſs 1n this World to have 
Acquaintance with God, with the Lord that 
made him, 'from whom he hath Life and; Breath 
here, and his Eternal welfare hereafter ; ' this 
doubtleſs every one will acknowledge one time 
or. other, that.peace with God is a great Jewel, 
and the beſt Eſtate and 'Riches. -It'is the great 
defire of every. one that they may attain this, one 
time or other, and there is a great riegiect of hap- 
pineſs among the Sons and Daughters of Men, 1n 
not ſeeking of 1:, and not labouring to. attain it 
while ic1s ro be had , On! how many trifle away 
their time about. ding and periſhing Objects, 
and they know at the lame infant that they are 
yet deſtitute of the fayour of God,. and of peace 
_ with him, Oh, Friends, the yery thoughts and 
confideration 


| | 


The Excellency of Peace wth God. 159 4 


confideration of the worth of this Jewel, and of ' 
the miſery of being without it, and. of the un- 
certainty of our time while it 1s to be attained, 
might put eyery one upon a ſerious, diligent en- 
quiry after the way and . means whereby they 
night attain it, that ſo they Ars have a reſting 
place for their Souls, and fatisfation t6 their in- 
ward Man, that it ſhall go well with them, when 
time ſhall be no-mors. Bu Xx 
' _ And they that cometo this Conſideration, and 
are | reſolved in their [hearts and minds that 
they will labour afrer this, and ſer their whole 
endeavour after iv, they will in the” firſt place 


Bleek the Kingdom -of God, and the Righteouſneſs 


thereof: Theſe do need a daily encouragement 1n 
their way to Heaven, and there 1s nothing an the 
Lords part wanting'to ſuch Souls, - but that they 

may attain their deſire. I 
But, alas, this hath been, and is til} the mi- 
ſery of thouſands, they are ſeeking after peace 
with God, bur they err in the way to it, they 
do not. ſeek in that way, nor take hold of thoſe 
Methods by and through which God hath pro- 
miſed Peace ; you ſhall ſcarce meet with any 
body, bur they would have Eternal] Life and Peace 
with God ; we ſhall not need-to per{wade People 
to wiſh for, and to deſire to have. Peace with 
God when they ſhall come to die, and lay down 
their heads in the duft. There 1s not a Balaam 
but he defires to die tbe Death of the Righteous,and + 
that bk. laſt- end may be like bs. There is not a 
Scribe, or Phari(ee, or any that profeſs Religion, 
but- they are ſeeking after Eternal Lite.. The Lord 
Jeſus did witneſs concerning them, that they were 
an envious, proud, perſecuting People, yet that 
they did ſeek after Eternal Life, they pitched 
upon 
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upon ſome Metliods and Ways whereby they p 
thought to ger and enjoy 1t, bur all this was er- 
rour ſtill, they were: our of 'the way of attain- 
ing it, and fo are a. great many people at this 
very day; they are ina: Stare and Condition 
wherein they are never like © enjoy it ; the I; 
”- Methods and the ways that they have choſen to .h.; 
themſelves to find Ererhal Life by, and to obtain 
peace. with God, will never anfwer the end. | F 

And God hath been pleaſed ro diſcover ro us 
the many by -ways that Peopl2 have, choſen and. 
ſeek after peace with God by, therefore we are 
willing at all tumes to ſhew People their errour - 
in thele great matters of higheſt concernment .ro 
them. -If chey did err in their way. of ſeeking: 
to obtain ſome earthly good, and miſſed of their 
end; they know the price of it, 1t is but a loſs of 
ſo muth, which if they had taken a right courſe 
they might have arrained ; bur itis an unſpeak- 
able loſs, af meſtimable loſs, if they loſe peace 


with God, and all the piins and labour they are + 
at to obtain 1t. | Þ 
- I befeech you, Friends, conſider, theſe things, JN... 
they are of great weight, and you will fay {© _ 


one day: or other; for, faith our Saviour, what 
will it profit a Man to gain the whole World, and - 
loſe bis own Soul, or what ſhall a Man give in ex- 
change for bj Soul? O how fad is it to confider I} 1, 
that a Man hath not made proviſion for his 
Soul, that he hath. not a place of reft for his im- 
mortal Soul, and that the arms of the Lord Jeſus | ,z 
Chriſt arenor open to receive his Soul, when his |}, 
Body can retain it no longer. If this be a Mans |, 
ſtate when he comes to die, it had been better Fx 

\_ for lum that he had never been born; Men may 
live, and gather Riches, and enjoy a plentiful 
Eſtate, 


Bwith  rheſe 


Eftate, but if they be deſtitute of the fayour of 
God, and peace with him, what will they_do 
riſhing enjoyments ? they cannot 
poflibly ſatiske themſelves wich theſe Tranfitory 
viſible pen, pe if theſe perſons only mind their 
Bodies, and negle& their Souls, do they not live 
ike the Beaſts that periſh > "The Beaſt ſeeks after 
is Meat, and when ke finds it he eats it with de- 
light and pleaſure, and in a little while he les 


down arid dies, and there is an end; fo it is with 


areleſs Souls, that have no regard to their fu- 
ture State'; but they ſay, Let ws eat 4nd drink and 
be merry, for #0 morrow we el die. 

Oh that every one of us here did apply our 
hearts ſeriouſly to the conſideration of the weight 
of theſe things that concern. our Eternal Stare 3 
if perſons did this, then they might come 'to an 
enquiry in their own Souls, what method and 
way 1s moſt ſafe for the attaining of ſo bleſſed 
an end. For you know there are abundance of 
People if you look up and down in the World, 
jou will ſee every body almoft hunting up and 
down in ſome way of Religion or other, and are 
engaged in Religious Performances, what 1s the 
matter > what would you have? We would haye 
peace with God here, and everlaſting Reft here- 
after in the Kingdom of Heaven, that we would 
have. Thus have the Nations been ſcattered and 
driven up and down in the purſuit of Happinels: 
and Satisfaction. 

There is a general Belief amongſt people, that 
there 1s ® Heaven and a Hell, and that they muſt 
have their part in one of them ; there are none 
that defire a Portion in the Lake that burns with 
Fire and Brimftone. Thoſe Prophane Wretches 
that cry to to damn them, they do not 

Mmecan 
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mean what "they ſpeak, they would be ſaved for Wf 1 
all-that ; every one will cry at laſt, Lord have 
mercy upon me, it he hath but time to-ſay fo : 
Ler us cry Lord have mercy upon me,now, Lord 
beſtow thy Favour upon me. Lord lift up the light of 
thy Countenance upon me, Lord touch my- hard 6c 
heart, - and fofren it, and break it by the power 
of thy Spirit; open mine eyes that I may ſee the won- 
derful things of thy Law; open mine cars that I 
may hear thy voice. Ir is good for People toi 
make. uſe of time white they have it, for who-' 
ſoever calls upon the name of the Lord hall be 
ſaved, and God will pour out bs wrath upon thoſe 
that call not-upon bis Name. He that. calls upon ſþ 
the Name of the Lord fhall be ſaved, and God 
gives. great encouragement to People to ſeek 
after him. 

What mean you by ſeeking after God? I haye 
gone to Church, and faid my Prayers, I have 
gone in that way which my Fathers have lead 
me, and direted me, TI hope I ſha'l rd mercy 
at laſt; Iam a Believer, I believe in Jeſus Chrift Yr 
that died for my Sins, and roſe again for my Ju- ſe: 
Rification ; I hope through the merits of Jeſus | 
Chrift I ſhall! be ſaved. What mean you by leek- 
ing after the Lord? Do not we all hear of him, 
and pray to him every day? , 

Is there any thing more common than this that 
People ſpeak to one another generally about? as 
for the general! knowledge of God, you and I 
may lee to our ſorrow, that a great many cry 
Lord, Lord, that are never like to enter Mto the 
Kingdom of 'God, If all that take the name of 
God 1n their mouths ſhould enter into. the King- 
dom of Heayen, it would be a very. foul King: 
dom : If all the-Drunkards and WROURERITS 

0 
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or Bf England, | and all prophane ungod!y Perſons 
at will rake the name of God in their mouths 
Should enter 1nto.the Kingdom- of Heaven, it 
puld be a very unclear! and impure Kingdom ; 
here is nothing enters there that + unclean, that is 
bominable, that loveth and maketh « lys. So that 
here muſt be ſome more peculiar People that 
hall have an abundant. enterance into the King- 
pm of God, and there muſt be ſomething that 
111 intitle them to it. For you may remember 
Sur Saviour faith, No Min knoweth the Father but 
be Son, and he to whom the Son ſhall reveal him. 
o much'as may be known of God by works you' 
nd 1 may know without the Revelation of 
hiſt, we need not wait for this knowledge, we 
an have it by Books, we can have it withbur: 
*hrifts Revelation. Nothing wou'd ſerve ſome 
our Sayiours time but Eterraal Life, and our 
ord Jeſus bids them ſearch the Scriptures, for in 
bem (ſaith he) you think to have Eternal Life, and 
hey are they which teftlifie of me. Yet for all the 
profeſſion they made, ke tells them, No Man bath 
zen God at ary time, neither (cen his ſhape, nor heard 
b& voice; they were ſtrangers to God, though 
hey had a general knowledge of God. 
 $o\it is at this day, there 1s a general know- 
ledge” of. God, and people hope to atrain peace 
ich God, and Eternal Life. Their Parents and 
their- Tutors have inftrutted them'in the Prin- 
ples of Chriſtianity, and about the Attributes of 
God, bur all this will not bring a Man to a ſa- 
ing kn&ledge of God, and reconciliation with 
him. For a Man that is as wicked as the Deyil 
can make him knows theſe things, = may be” .. 
a Servanc of the Devil, and do his work ; he 1s 
dorn ag2in and become a Child by all his Extern 
. knowledge, 
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knowledge. Now he that deſtres to come to thi”* 
true ſaving knowledge of Gad, our Saviour hathif 
rold' us, "That none know the Father but the - Son 
and he to whom the Son will reveel him, that 1s af 
ſure way to come to the true knowledge of God 
by Jeſus Chriſt, he hath the Key that openeth the 
Heart, and he will bring us to the true know 
ledge of God the Father. | Chrift hath the Key 4 
David which openeth and no Man ſhutteth, and ſhuref®; 
zeth, and no Man openeth. He can bring us to be” 
hold the glory of God in his own Face; withoulf”® 
him we are never like to come to the ſaving 
knowledge of God. 
Poor Man is in. a lapſed fallen ftate, he is fal 
len into Sin, and is in a ſtate of alienation fro 
God, and therefore he cannot come to him but 1 
by a Mediatour; There #® one Mediatour between 
God and Man, the Man Chrift Jeſus, and he muſty© 
make peace for kim, eife he will never have jr p 
how then ſhall we come to Chriſt if he is the only 
means, and there is no other by which we may 
come to the knowledge of God, as the Scriptpre 
fpeaks? hearken to ir, how may we come to 
Chrift? I anſwer, you will never come to him, 1 
he firft come not to you, you will never be able}/ 
todo it. Ir is not coming to Chriſt when you 
ſay you-do believe that Chriſt died and roſe a-}f 
gain, and aſcended up into Heaven, and fits at | 
the Right hand'ot God, and lives for ever to make 
interceffion for kis People. and to read thoſe words 
and Dodtrines which he preached up and down at 
Meetings, -and folemn Afſemblies ; but i#you be-| 
heve that he is the Eternal Son of God, and the Au- 
thor of Eternal Satuation to all that obey him, you 
muſt come to him, and entirely give up your 
{elves to his Glory and Service; without _ 
cannot 


V 
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rh Jannot come to him, nor will he bring you to 
nai Father ; Chriſt is come near to us, he ſtands 
Sonþt the door of -our hearts, and . he ffands and 
is Knocks; behold, that is a word that calls for at- 
5 Mention, for Peoj.;e to take notice of. Behold- I 
theilf42d at the Door 4nd Rnock ; what doſt thou knock 
»w.$or ? faith Chriſt, that thou” mayſt open the door 
, of thy heart; for if any. Man open I will come in 
ad Sup with bim, and be with me, and my Father 
will come to him, and we will make our Abode with 


, Ml. : 

no} Now-People are Joth to be at cape and 

Ftrouble toopen the door of theirHearts | 
1 they will not believeirt 15 Chrift that knocks, and 
that rebukes and checks them when they refuſed 
to open to him ; when they find ſomething within 
that: reproves them for Sin, and doth con- 
Sdemn them that they canniot be quiet : They will 


| they 2 He 1s Aſcended up: to Heaven, 
ref Will you make me believe that this is Chrift 
knocking - at the door of. my Heart, I cannot 
believe 3 but what ſaith our Saviour, leſs 
e | 104 believe that T am be, youſball Die in your Sins. 
u OE INES GEI00P elſe can help you out of 


of There is a twofold conſideration that we are to 
have of Chriſt ; one 1s as he is Made of 2 Woman, 


Chriſt is, as he ts the Eternal Son-of God, Men 
have very groſs thoughts of Chrift to think thar 
becauſe he 1s in Heaven, therefore he cannot be 
here too : They meaſure him by themſelves ; they 
know. becauſe a man is at Londen, therefore he 
canngt be at Tork at the ſame time, Thusthele 

men 
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never believe that this is Chriſt ; How can this be 


made underthe Law ; and another confideration of 


If you have the Light, Believe ig the Light» 1 have 
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men object, Chriſt is in Heaven, "How can he be thi 
here > His'Dodtrine and Precepts are here, let 
make ule of them all ; he will come: again at the 
Day of Judgment; + but there, is a Day of Jude 
ment ; Doth not he Judge you now ? He & 1 
Fndge bath of Quick and Dead, and be % the ſearcher 
of Hearts, and the tryer of the Reines ; ſo that thou 
canft not think an ill thought but he will tell thee 
of it; he is nearer to thee than the Wife of thy 7 
boſome, or thy Hysband that is 'near_ to thee : « 
Husband and Wife may think an ill thought, bur,” 
they cannot tell one anotherof ix ; but Chriſt is]? 
one"that comes ſo near thee, that thou canſ not 
concerye an 11] thought againſt thy Neighbour but b 
he will tell thee of it. 

This is the Lord Chrift, as a Spirit, a quickning 
Spirit who is made maniteft in'the'Fleſh ; He bath 


given to every man meaſure of the Spirit toprofit with © 


# : The Grace of God which bringeth Salvation bath | © 
appeared unto all men. Notwithſtanding the di- F 
ſtintion by Learned Men between Common p 
Grace and Spiritual Grace ; this Grace That brings 

Satuation hath appeared 10 all men: This manifelta- |} © 
tion-of the Spirit and Light within wehave from | * 
Chriſt. *Theſe are the Ways arid Methods that | 
the Lord Chriſt hath taker to approach near to 

us. Now your own reaſon will tell you, if this be 
the way and means that Chriſt takes to approach 
near to us, we cannot take another way to ap- 
proach-to him; if Chrift hath taken ([fay) 
this way to approach to us; by the Light and Ma- 
nifeftation of his own Spirit which convinceth us 
of Sin : If this be Chriſts way of coming to us, 
there can be no other way of our coming to him, 
but by the ſame method of his Grace. He faith, 


the 
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MFehe Light, 1 am Enlightned, there is ſomethins 
that Diſcovereth'my evil Thonghts; Why muft 
WÞ:licve Mm. the Light? - That you may be the 

Children - of Lighr, as our- Sayiour © ſpeaks, 
> FThey that are the Children -of Light ſhall 
have 1t for their Inheritance ; and they that are 
Children of Darkneſs, muſt have Darknels for 
their Inheritance : While we- have the Light, we 
muſt believe in 1t; and we {ball be made Children 
+. Nof.Light : God hath ſent-his' Son, and the Son 
= hath ſent his Spirit and his Heavenly Grace into 
our, Hearts, that we may draw near to;him. and 
be direted how to artain acquaintance with him ; 
and to do that which pleaſeth God, and come ta 
be 4n union: with him, and dothe works of Gog. 
This is that which God requires of us, That we 
th BN vill believe on him whom he bath ſent : That we may 
þ. embrace the Light, and-. believe 1n the Light, in 
th | the Lord-Jetus Chriſt. _ . bs : 
i. | Pray what do. you mean by believing ? there is 
n | ſomething -within me Checks.and Reproves me 
rs for Sir, and calls me off fromt, and bids meturn 
1- | over a. new Leaf: Muſt I hearken to this? Is this 
n || that which you mean by believing ? Asto this de- 


ye hereafter; forall the World at laſt, and 
e | the Damned in Hell ſhall certainly confeſs, that 
h | there was Grace, and Light, and Means afforded 
- | to them, and+ they migtit have gone farther and 
) | have eſcaped that milery that they are fallen 
_ F into. - 

e But there is 2 more precious Faith that I would 
have you partake of, a- Faith that worketh by Love. 
, | Since the: Lord hath been ſo gracious as toex- 
tend his mercy and Love to me; 1 am fotakea with 


LH_—_— CE, 


" 
- _—— — _ 
- — —_—_— __4 4 
A _ 
— — _ 


of believing, they, that- reject ut now, ſhall” 
it} belic _ 


the Loye. of God that I will be obedient to .; 
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189. The Excellency of Peace with God 
this Faith that worketh by Love, .3s the F aith of God 
Ele#; that by which we may obtainViory ov 
our Paſſions and Lufts, and over Satan and thei 
Snares of the World; when we are come to cloſe 
with the Grace of God, and to believe in Chriſt 
this-is well : But we muft alſo yield obedience ant 
ſubjeftion. Yet when Faith hath brought fort 
obedience, you cannot be juſtified by it, you cari 

not be ſaved by your obedience; but by Chrift a 

lone; He is the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, and 
a Mediatour from firſt tolaft.' . 

' _ Now all that come to cloſe with the appear 
ance of Chriſt in their own hearts, they have laid 
hold on” the merhod appointed tor their coming 
to him... It is Chniſt they muſt hear, he is come 
ſo near to Men that they may hear his voice, and 
hear him tell usour very thoughts. Why thouldſ#f 
not I hear him when he checks me and reprovesfl 
me for Sin? he comes near and tellsme I haveſſ®' 
done amiſs ; Lord; I have done iniquity, 1 will 
do fo no more. Thus Chriſt- Converſeth with 
his People, and doth-not only check and reprove 
them when they do that which. 1s evil, but per- 
ſwades them and enables them to do-good. He 
is a Mediatour, he is a rgddle Perſon, and hath 
taken Fleſh upon him, that he*might reconcile 
them to God, that do believe in him. - - B 

. Now, when we come to haye acquaintance 

with God, and have choſen him to be our God, 

he teaches us to do-what is good, and. reprovesÞ 

us for what evil we have done. Who can chuſeF" 

a better guide to lead him into ,acquaintance with 

God, than Chriſt that 1s converſant with *« us, 

picreing mto our thoughts, and ſpeaking to us? 

I may hear him with the inward ear of my heart, 

when I do evil he checks me for. it, and tollogs 
/ the 


iN The Excellency of Peace with God. 18 


| 


he thing 1 ſhould ſeek is of ineſtimable value, and 
if through my unbelief and careleſneſs I muſs of 


F it, it had been better for me that I had never 


been born ; now we are in the way of coming to | 
receive the end of our Faith, the Salyation of our 


i Souls, let us not negleft ſo great Salvation. No 


Man - can ſave himſelf, nor fave the Soul of his 
Brother; nor find a Ranſom, nor procure an Of-- 
fering for the expiating of his Sin, therefore let 
every one that would have his Sin expiated and 
pardoned, ' and cannot be fatisfied and quieted 
till he hath peace with God ; ler.him come to 
kriſt the Mediatour, and come with Faith and 
Truth in the inward parts, and ſubmit to him, 
and be. willing to be ruled by him, then Chrift 
will fave him, and preſent bim without ſpbt and 
blemiſh 20 his Father. ' ' 
. - Confiderthat thoſe that are the People of God 
re led by the Spirit of God, and they* have 
miſſed their way to reconciliation with God, . that 
love any other way, or think to come to God any 
dther way than by Jeſus the Mediatour, their 
labour will be loft, therefore I muſt exhort and 
perſwade you that 'are out of the way, that you 
would take Gods methqd, and come” into Gods 
way. The torments I have told you are made al- 


_, ready ; the bargain is not to make now, I will 


ave you ſo much to be at peace with God, or I 
vill part with this and the other thing that is dear 
to re. No, the Agreement is made between God 
and Chriſt, and his Covenant is ordered in all things, 
rd ſure, and his Covenant ftands ſure with none 


,Put thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus. There was a 


ovenant made with Abraham. In thy ſeed ſhall all 


Ft? Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. Thepromiles 


rate to the Seed, that i to thoſe thar-are: in 


3 
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Chriſt, the Faithful are counted the Seed, now the 
Faithful art thoſe that are obedient to Chriſt , whc 
15.the ſeed of the promiſe, in whom 411 the Familiz 
of the Earth are bleſſed. They muR come to Chrift 
the they, muſt not rebel againſt him, the) 
muſt come to him and beligye in him, be there 
never ſo many Nations and Families in the World 
the Promiſe .is not to them, but 70 9s many as the 
Lard our. God ſoall call. - OY 
:. Here is the-way for People k.1 la ho of for 
coming into acquaintance wit z Which 1s of 
{o neceſſity before they die, they muſt cc 
ro himſelf by us Spirit in their own he: 
We neednot goto this and the otherLearned Ma 
and inquire of-this and the other ſort of People 
but we muſt cry to God for help and direfion.and} 
come unto him, and give up all the powers and faF, 
culcies of our Souls to him to be ronegd by himy ; 
| God will have Servants that will be obedicnr rf, 
him ; if ever we come to obtain galvation we mu 
haye another Maſter, one is your Maſter even Chriſt, I 
muſt come under the government of Chriſt, and hg - 
muſt lead me andrule me 1f I will be aChild of GodFſ, 
When People come to ſee there is no effetua f 
way but ſubmitting to the grace of God in theig, 
own hearts, and yielding themſelves up to the c fe 
Cates of the Spirit of Chriſt in their Souls 3 whey”. 
they come to this, there are many hazards and dif g 
ficulties to be encounter'd with ; there is the ap 
pearance of the Croſs of Chrift, and wemuſt tak 
- uÞ this Croſs if we will follow Chriſt, and be ob 
cient in R—_ urito him. This is that which wi ;,1 
kill all my ures, lay waſt all my Religion, an 
deftroy all my hopes; I muſt be like a Man th 
hath built a houſe witkouta good foundation ;.J . 
muſt pull it all down again, and Imuſt come t 
build again upon a new toundation. » 
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 Heremany have turned aſide, the Cro of Chrift 
hath ſeemed to them ſo ſharp, and hard and intol- 
lerable, thar they could not bear it ; they would 
not beat the charge of ſuch a-Religion, what muſt I 
part with all my delights, and my beloved lufts and 
2 pleaſures; and all my interefts in the world for 
wa Chrift > Icannot part with theſe, theſe things lie in 


what is ſo grateful to me, and joyn with the light of 
S mine own Conſcience,and the truth in my 
L parts? What muſt not I have ſo much as of 
J thought ?- What muſt my thoughts be | 
that which is ſo croſs and rePUgnARe to my mi 
Muft Irhrow outall evil thoughts out of my keart, 
and ſuffer none but good thoughts to remain there? 
wy Who can ſtand here? Who can bear ſuch  ftriftneſs 
as this > Rather than endure this, I will chuſe to loſe 
my Soul; many have loſt the Truth on this ac- 
count, and many are in danger to loſe tbeir Souls. 
If there be in you, Sirs, any defire of peace with 
ft, God, that you may not go hence before you have 
F attained it, take hold of rhe preſent opportunity 3 
hardneſs of heart is a deſperate - ir comes 
:N from a long obftinate continuance in fin, when we 
have withſtood the day of Gods Patience and Long-Suf- 
fering, and grievel the Holy Shirit of God, then God 
"© £5u*th 5 wp :0 our own Hety:ts Lufts ; becauſe we will 


Tl ſo wiſely ; when we ſtop our ears and will no: attend to 
Fche Calls of God ; when Men will go on and no- 
"FF thing can ſtop them in the career of their Lufts and 
Þlealures, but they will retain their Carnal Delights 
 *"Yand Friendſhip with the World ; this hardneſs of 
"NY eart 15a deſperate-plague ; take heed of it, that it 
2 Rdoth not overtake you, and bring ruine and de- 
Rruction upon you : Confider the Patience and Long- 

H z: ſuffering 


my way, I muſt rather loſe my Soul than part with - 


not hearken tothe voice of the Charmer, charm he never © 
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' ſuffering of God, and let his goodneſs lead you to Repen-Y - 
ny ic God hath waited to be gracious _ 
he bath exerciſed much long-ſuffering and patience to 
wards you; whereas he mnught have cut you of 
+ Jong ago, & given you your Yortion with the dam 
ned 1n Hell, but he hath hearkned to the Mediatour 
that . hath pleaded for you ; he hath extended his 
/\-patience and Long-ſuffering to the Wicked and Re 
 Foltious all ; 4nd for this reaion the Apoſtle tells u 
that Chriſt is the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of ther 
; -#hax believe. ; 
... Now. the Patience and ng ny of Goc 
hath lengthned our to us all, and we have nc 
improved it. Conſcience hath been ſenfible of the 
inward ftroaks and rebukes of God for fin, and 0 
'theinward calls of his Grace tobring us to Repent 
"ance ; but we have not refarded thoſe Calls, no 
© kearkned to the voice of God ſo asto kear that ou 
"Souls might live. O let us not pur off our Repent 
ance any longer; but to day while it % called to day 
let us bear bis voice and not barden our bearts, but be 
of a tender heart, let our hearts be ſoftned, and en 
rendered under the word of God, and'under tht 
ſtroaks of his Judgments. lf ever the Lord bring 
. you unto atender frame,you will recqve the word 
of God with meekneſs, and mix it with Faith,ther 
it will work effetually $0 the amendment of you 
Lives, it will work Eazth in thoſe that are Unbe 
lievers, and ftrengthen the Faith of thoſe thar Be 
eve. Then we ſhall have cauſe to bleſs the Lord 
and Praiſe and Magnifie his Great Name for h 
Patience, Long-ſuffering, and Mercy, which at t 
Day he hath lengthned out, and graciouſly ex 
rended tO US» ; 
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Sermon X. 
True Chriſtianity. | 


Preached at Grace-Church ſfreet 
April 10, 1692. 


T HE Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Religion was 
for this purpoſe, that Holineſs and Righte- 
ouineſs might be brought forth in the Earth ; that 
God through his Son Jeſus Chriſt might take de- 
light in the Sons and Daughters of Men ; that they 
be recanciled to him ; For that which the Law could 
x0: dahy-veaſon of its weakneſs, God bath had a purpoſe 
to do by his Son, and to him be gave all Power in Hed- 
ven and Earth : that thereby he might be eoabled- 
to perform the great work of God, 1n eftabliſhing 
Righteouſreſs, and in bringing forth a Holy Peo- 
ple, to ſerve a Holy God. This is the great bleſ- 
ſing that is come to us.and to all Mankind,through 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that 
came to turn every one from the evil of their ways. 
That is the way and method by which our Lord 
Jeſus accompliſhed the end of Ins coming, and the 
Will of his Heavenly Father ; Moſes and all his 
Waſhings, and Off:rings, and Sacrifices, could 
not make clean and purge the Conſcience, and 
by all his Offerings and Sacrifices, kecould notre- 
concile us to God : Bur Feſns by bis once Offering bim- 
ſelf did forever perfeft them that are ſanfified :- and by 


one Offering reconciled 15 to the Father, and 1o brings 


H 3 forth 


186 True Chriſtianity. 
forth a Holy Generation unto God, through Re 
generation and the Sanctification of the Spirit. 

And ſeeing the Lord hath been pleated in the 
Riches of his Grace, to open this new-and living 
way, ſor man's returning again into unity, and 
fellowſhip with his Maker. The Queſtion my 
Friends that I would put to you on the behalf of Ev 
God, 15 for all of you to confider, whether it is Hit 
not beſt for every one of us to lay hoid of Salva- ft 
tion, to Jay hold of that bleſſing wherewith the Ba 
Lotd hath bleſſed us, that ſo the principal inftitu- Fd 
ton of Chriſtianity, might not: only be named and } « 
noiſed, but might come ta be enj oyed and witnel- 
ſed inevery one of our own Souls ; And that all 
might wait with expetation on the iLord Jeſus 
_—_ for fulfilling of this great Wor kin them» 
telves. 

There is a gefieral Notion among People , that 
Heaven 1s a Holy Place, and that nothingUhar is 
' uncleancanenter into it to have a habitation there, 
when time in this World ſhall be no more with us, 
andthat tinie which we have given us, I am ſure 1s 
given us of God, as ati oppartunity of fitting and 
preparing us for his dwelling place, and every day 
and hgur of 1t ought to be 1mployed in that great 
Work, that ſo we might-draw nearer and nearer 
to that ftate and condition. that ſuits and befirs that 
holy dwelling where Saints and Angels, for ever- 
more praiſe the Grear and Glorious God 5 So that 
Iam perſualed you believe, that you and all of: us, 
are:0 be accouatab'e to God for all the time which 
he hath beftowed upon us, whether we ule it to 
the purpoſes for which he hath given it,or whether 
we miſpend our time upon thoſe things that are not 
profitable tous, and upon theſe confiderations we 


had need all of us to take heed to our preſent ow 
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that we are come to, and are arrived atin the pre 
ſent time. As for the future time, that we all know 
we are not ſure of,and the furure ſtate that wemay 
hope tocome to : There is no certainty of it,unleſs 
therebe.an Improvement of the preſent tme,and 
the opportunities of our preſent ftate, therefore e- 
very one ſhould apply their Hearts unto the ſeek- 
ing of Wiſdom and Underflanding, and unto God 
that he may give us to underſtand our preſent late, 
and our ent fitneſs or unfitneſs for the King- 
dom of Glory and Happineſs, and of that Holy 
dwelling we hope to enjoy for ever. 

If I will but turn my mind inward,to the ſerious 
confidtration of mypreſent ſtate and condition, I 
can te]l whether ! arr, fir or ur fir,to approach Gads 
preſence-; And if F find I am unfit, I muſt have re- 
courſe tothe Divine. Working of that great Power, 
which God hath ordained and append for this 

purpoſe,l muſt come to him to-work all my works 
in me, and for nie according to his good pleaſure ; 
And that he never will do, unleſfsit be by crefling 
me in my Carnal Pleaſure and Corrupt Inclinati- 
ons, for that which pleaſeth man, coth not p'eaſe 


God: And God will not revoke the Holy Scripture 


that tells us, That they which live in pleaſure dre dead 
while they live,they that are indulgent to 1heir own 
AﬀeRions and their coun Delights, and their own 
humours, they are not at all ready to pleaſe and 
lorifie God, they -are rot fitted for it, therefore 
e never {anCifies.nor brirgs any mito a true Chri- 
ftian ſtate, but through a daily Croſs, ſfothat if I am 
not fitted and prepared to do that which is pleafi 
to God I may be fitted by _ up a daily Cro 
to Glorifie Sod here, and enjoy him for ever. 
What thoſe things are that you are to do, I need 
not tell you, nor what you haye.done, Ijudge no 
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mary: There 1s one that judgeth, he will tell you 
ifyon ask him, what your ftate and condition is: 
He will tell the Drnnkard if he ask him, whether 
he1s fit for Heaven,ard alſo the Frond and Haugh- 
ty perſon, whether they are fit for Heaven ; Let 
ſuch as are guilty of thele or any other Sins,enquire 
of the Oracle in their own boſorns, am not I fit for 
Heaven, notwithſtanding all this? He will tell rhee 
no, there 1s no unclean thing ſhall enter there, nothing 
#bat defiles, nothing that hures or oppreſleth ; The 
Proud, Peeviſh, Malicious perſon that 1s hurtful to 
others, that hurts his Neighbour, he is-ſhut our, 
Rev. 21. 27. There ſhall in no wiſe enter into Heaven 
any thing that defileth, and Rev. 22.15. For without 
are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whore-mongers, and Mur- 
deyers, and Idolaterr;- and whoſoever loveth and maketh 
« Lie.” None {hall enterinto the Holy City of God, 


' but thoſe that are purified and purged from all Ini- 


quity : Therefore Sod hath ſent his Son Jeſus, ſee- 
ing none elſe could doit : Moſes and the Prophets 
could not do 1t, therefore he ſent Jeſus to Meſs 2 
in turning every one of 1s from our Iniquites, and from 
our evil ways 3 one man hath thisevil way,anorher 
that evil way : It 1s all oneto him, his Work 1s to 
turn every one of us from our evil ways. 


But why then (you may ſay) are ſo few turned 


from their evil ways througkour Ciriftendom ? 
Where Chrift is Believed in, Frofefſed, Read, and 
Heard, that yet ſo few are converted and turned, 
ior we fee great numbers of Lyars, Swearers,Drun- 
kards, Unclean Perſons among us, where Chrift 15 
cried up at a mighty rate, and yet people are nor 
turned from the evil of their ways, there is fome- 
thing ſure that 1sthe reaſon of it. | 

I would have all of you conſider what the reaſon 
of it is, that thoſe that prefels to be Chriſtians are 
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not turned from the evilof heir ways, for Chrift 
bath all Power in Heaven and Earth committed t0' bin, 
and heis able todo it, and he was ſent from'God 
on purpoſe ro do it, bur this isa certain truth; it is 
not done,” and what is the reaſon of 'it } He came t0' 
his own, and bis own received him not, what is the 
reaſon 2 He hath cauſed his Grace to appear toeve- 


'ry matiin the World; and yet they are not taught 


byit-Here is an objeR of Faith for all,and God hath 
off:red Faith to all men, fince he hathraiſed -up Feſus 
from theDead,yetmen have it not; what is the reaſon 
chat this Nation as well as other Nations, have been 
puzzled about it,to find out things that are fo plain 
in Scripture, in relation to tne Love of God ta 
Mankind,and in relation to Chrift Jeſus the Saviour 
and yer ſo little of this work 15 wrought among us? 
Some fay there 1s never a man 1n the World 
turned from the evil of their ways, they live in Sin, 
and they are under a fixed neceflity of continuing 
in it; and lying under it all the days of their Life, 
for all this belief of the Loveof God, and the Pow- 
er of -Chniſt, and che- Profefiton of it, ſome ſay 
there 1s never a Chriftitan in the World, can live 
one day without in, but will defile himſelf with 
ane thing or other. that che Deyil will prevail over 
men, and Sin will mixt 1: ſelt with our Prayers, 
and Alms, and all our Holy Darties, ſo that there 
is nothing clean,nothing pure that we can perform 
to. God. There are others that are not ſo raſh in 
their Judgment, and not ſo inconfiderate bur they 
will believe ſome Men and Women may come to 7 
2 Power and Ability to withſtand Satan, 'and refiſt 
him 1a his Temptations, and thar there arethoſe 
that have been turned from the evil of their ways, 
but they are not» What 1s the matter? You have 
ſpent time about this, whatis the Reaſon you are: 
Hs not 
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not turned from the evil of your ways ? The Devil 
hath told the People in former Days; that the rea- 
fn why men live ia fin, is becauſe God hath 
pointed it ſo to, be: and thar hath ſtopt the mouth 
of many e plain-hearted, tender Chriftian : They 
haye cried unto God under the weight of their Sin, 
and they ſee no deliverance after all their Prayers 
and Tears, becauſe they have been told they cannot 
do it, and that God hath appointed it ſhould be 
ſo, and required them to dothat they cannot do, 
and with ſome the Cuſtom of Sin hath taken away 
the Senſe of Sin, and-they go on to Perdition in 
Is 1 friends that God hath opened 
my friends that [+) your 
Eyes, and that you have better thoughts of God, 
than that he hath "ſet you a Work and a Labour 
to do, and by his Eternal Power and Decree, hath 
Ordained that you ſhould never do-it, but Damn 
you after all. Conſider there are Men and Women 
in Bondage and Captivity, and God hath [ſent his 
into the World, to redeemthem fromall Ini- 
quity, and turnthem from their evil ways; we are 
not turned, what is the reaſon of it ? I beſeech you 
in the Love of God, be ſcrious in this matter, ſe- 
ripus you muſt be one time or other, when you 
come to the Tribunal of God,there muſt be reaſon 
ven, Or if not you muſt be ſpeechleſs; therefore 
nd it out here. What is the reaſon that Famnot 
turned from my evil ways, ſince God hath ſent his 
Son Jeſus to do it, and given him power to doit : 
why then 1s it not done 2? 

Some perſons npon enquiry, and - after their 
ſearch have brought forth rhis reafon:They haye al- 
ledged the great power the Devil hath; The Devil 
is ſo ftrange and hath ſuch a Power to darken their 
Tainds, and inchant their affeftions ; He _—_— and 
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brings things into their minds before they are a 

of 1t: I confeſs this, and I would nn ey: 
will conteſs 2s much as the argument will bear,thar 
the Devil hath great power, and a way of injetion 
of kings into the Spirits and Aﬀetions of People : 
He 18 Gods Enemy avd ours too,and he lies in wait 
and will do as much as he can againf us,that never 
a one {hall get to Hgaven,if we come thither it ſhall 
be againſt his Will;Lhave heard ſome me the 
Devils Power to ſuch a degree, that he hath ſuch 
power over a man or woman,that he is able to kee; 
them in fin all their Life,thoughGod hath put 

the exceeding greatneſs of his power for their Re. - 
demption : This is hard to believe,that the Devil is 
ſtronger than Chriſt Jeſus; Well,as great as his pow- 
er is, we arein a capacity-of knowing a greater - 


 power,the Apoſtle did comfort Chnfttans,notwith 


Randing all the power the Devil uſed with them- 
to defilethem, and keep them from inheriting the, | 
Kingdom of God, 1 Joh. 1.4 Tou are of God,livtle chil- 
dren, and have overcome, becauſe greater & be that is in 
you;than he that is in the World. | would have you be- 
lieve this, do believe it heartily,the Devil only rates 
in the Hearts of the Children of Diſobedience, and he 
that hath = Holy Ghoſt in him, hathrone greater 
than be that is in the Wor!d:If you believe this,then 
the queſtions thus far anſwered, that we haye a Sa- 
viour-a Deliverer, that is moreable toRedeem 


than the Devil is to keep us in Bondage; T hope wh. i 


are pretty. well, now we know we have akeeper ; 
We are aſſaulted with the Devils ng roy and 
they are powerful, How powerful?He hath ſo much 
power,as he finds in us an inclination toyield arid 
Jjoyn with his temptations: lf he comes with a temp- 
tation to a manor womanthat hath no inclination 
to that thing he rempts them to, if they. hate _ 
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thing, then there 1s an.end of it ; The Devils powe” 
Yyesin this; when he brings a temptation that I haye 
an inclination to, then he hath a party within me, 
if that be rooted out what ſignifies his power, let 
Kim bring never fo many temptations ? 

There are many of you that underſtand what I 
uy, if a ternptation cones to a man to commit an 
act of uncleznneſs, if he be a chaſt man, there is no 

tes it,it is anabomiration itfelf,and grievous and 
provoking to God, it he doth it, a'man abhors it, 
then, what powerful cempration 1s it? If it light up- 
ona man of an unclean mind, that is defiled in his 

Heart, ke hath not only the Devil but his own Luſt 
and corrupt inclination to contend-with, but if a 
. ran believeth in Chriſt,ke relies upon him,and he 

will ay, Lord thou ſeeſt I am under a temptation, 

here1s a gn and a powerful temptation, I can ne- 
. ver with it,but I truſt mthy name and power, 
+ do thou ariſe and deliver me from ir: Thus when 
God doth ariſe his Enemies will be ſcattered ; Tho 
the. Devils power be greart, yet there is a Deliverer 


that is ſtronger than he; The reaſon of mens being, 
overcome doth not lie in the greatneſs of the Devils 


rower,but 1g the frailty of our nature. | 
Some will ſay that our natures are fo frail and 
weak,and depraved, that wecan do nothing as we 
ought to do, this is given for another reaſon, and 
"ow is truth mit, but that truth is but a deluſion, 
y would excuſe themſelves when they have 
yielded to a Temptation, lam weak and frail, 1 
" cannot reſiſt the Devil,tho the Devil is not ſtronger 
than Chriſt, yet he is ſtronger than 1, he worketh 
with all his might, power and ſubtilty ro deceive 
. mend enſnare me,and overcome me,l ama poor 
” rail Creature, therefore I muſt yield to him 3 This 
| is 
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is a carnal reaſon,ifI were to grapple with the De... 


vil in mine own ftrength, and to deiiver my Soul, 
2s if God had left me to my ſelf ;- If thou fay Lord 
thou haſt ſet me to grapple with the Devil, and to 
withſtand this temptations, Lord I am not ablero 
do it'my ſelf; God will anſwer thee,I have laid belp 
upon one that is mighty,that is able t0 ſave tothe utter- 
moſt,a!ll that come to me by him ; So that thou are not 
to overcome the Devil by thine own power and 
ability;If any man reaſon thus,tke reafon is out of 
Doors, for we are ſaved by Chriſt, therefore I can- 
not plead mine own frailty, ſeeing God hath provi- . 
ded a Rock for my detence that 7s ftrorger and bigh- 
er than I,that I way truft and relye upon. 

So that you'lee the fratlties of our nature 1s not 
a ſufficient reaſon, we muſt ſeek further for it yer, 
and when we come to ſearchnarrowly, andto the 
botromvot our Kearts,I will tell you hereit refis ir 
hath irs center m the perverſenels 6f rhe Will that 
1s in mgn.that is contrary 6 the Will of God; It is 
the oppoſition of our Will to the Will of God, we 
may talk what we will of Salvation and Chriftiani- 


. ty,that we have a mind tobe faved, and go unto 


God when we die, and to enjoy the happineis of 
Heayen'to Eternity: We may ta'k thus, butas long 
as the perverſeneis of the W1ll continues, Lam the 
cauſe of mine own ruine, if 1 grow ina profeſſion, 
this perverſe W1ll will grow up with me under thar 
profeſſion, and under any profeflioa; change your 
judgment and opinion as often as you Lift;this will 
go along with you, the reaſon and the bottom of 
things will come to this.none can overcome theDe- 
vil,nor be a Diſciple of Chrift without a daily croſs.” 
When people come to this to ſee a necefiity of tak- 
ing up the croſs of Chriſt,and denying themſelves : 
When 1t comes to this there are ſuch ſhifts and 
| evaliong 
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| evaſions and arts that mcn have to cover- themſelves, 
to make themſelves and others believe, thatſuch and 
ſuch a thing 1s conſiſtent wich the Will of God, and 
that they may do ir, and fave their own Souls, but they 
boaſt of their own deceit, and are glad that they an 
make ſhift to ſave their own Souls,fo chat there is no 
hopes of their ever being purged and cleavſed,and of 
having any holy work brought forth by them; bur 
when a-man comes to be ſenfiblepf his ſpiticual condi. 
tion,and 15 fincere and honeft, he will oceady to ſay 
unro God, if I be deceived jn any thing, open mine 
Eye;;Lord if I indiflge'my ſelfin any thirg that hath a 
comrariety to thy holy Will : Lord I beſeech thee dif 
cover it to me;ſuch a. man will lay aſide his own Witl, 
if it be contrary to Gods Wilk Nowhert's one that is 
a very fit Obje& for Chriſt ro workupbn, he will nor 
be long before he be ſavingly convinced ; When a man 
comes to the Word, heis convirced of ſuch an evil in 
his Conſcience, where no body bur God and himſelf 
were privy to it,or had any knowledge vf it : It is dif 
covered that he liveth in ſuch a practice axis contrary 
to the mind of : God hath convinced thee, that 
thou loveſt it,andliveſt in 1t: And if chou wilt but break 


. off thatevilpraRice that hath ſent his Son JeſusChriſt 


to turn thee from every. evil way, and to Redeem thee 
from al} Iniquity. a - Pp 

' Thistruth hath a favour in ir,and if thou att ſincere 
and uprighe,there 1s nothing for thee to fay or do, but 
to ſer thy ſelf againſt every thing thar 1s contrary to 
the mind of God, and thou wilt have lighe from Hea- 
ven ſent to guide thee and direR thee in thy way chi- - 
ther, if thou wilt but receive that Grace that is freely 
given of God untorhee through Jeſus Chrift, he will 
certainly purge thee and cleanie thee from thy Sin, 
and rurn thee from every evil way, notwithſtanding 


+ the peryerſenels of thine own Will and Power of Sa- 
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tan 3 Andhe will work in thy Heart by his Grage,tifl 
it. hath wrought thee off from thine iniquity, and 
wrought oy our of rhec, and ſo bring forth a holy 
work to God. 


Withaut Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; We cannor '- 


aſe God without Faith, nor with it neither, unleſs it 
the giſt of God; There isa great deal of Faith in 
this Nation, andip this City : Butdo you believe all 
their ways are pleaſing to God? We muſt diſtinguiſh of 
Faith nga the Apoſile wauld give adeſcription 


of ſaving Faith,he'tells you that 37 # the Operation of God, 
if I have not that Operarion,zand a_regard to it, how 
can I have that working ? Bug ſince it 1s the diſpenfa- 
tion of the Goſpel of Chrift,, and deſign of Chriſt to 
turn pedple to-the operation of God in their own 
hearrs,we would have them believe it. 

If there be a drunkard or a prophane perſon, jf 
God work faith in his Heart,he will be convinced and 


ſay, what a firoak hath the Lord given upon my Con=- - 


ſcience,and-he will ſee it is the-Lords work; Then be- 
lieye whoever. thou art, ard lay hold of this, for this is 
theOperation of God tor thy Salvacion,this is the Q- 
rion of God upon a belieying Soul, the ſiroak of Gods 
hand and the Power of God, and then thou haſt the 
work of Faith, by which Faith thou are enabled to 
keep rhy elf from chat thing;thar God (mote thee for, 
and betore hegive thee over, the ame hour thou wilt 
figd che fame hand, ſmiting thee for another fin, this 
will be ike fire 1n thy bones kindling up thy zeal ard 
hatred agaiaſt thy fin, and will kindle in thee # holy 


fire of Love to God, that hath notler thee lie in thy - 


miſery, but mznded thy condition and had compaſſion 
on thee; This laye God will ſhed abroad, which will run 
over thy Heart, Me hath (hed abroad bis Lowe,(faith the A- 
poſtle) Rom. 5, »pen opr bearts by the Holy Ghoſt, to con- 
ſtrain us to yield obedience when thou falleſt into the 
way 
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way of Faith, which is the Operation of God, the De- 
vil "comes and knocks and 'bounceth on this fide and 
thar,and will rempr thee to walk inthy'old courſe, bur 
God will not fail rogive thee the power to withſtand 
- rerfiptation. 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt he wo in peop!es 
Hearts tg turn them from the evil okthew ways that fo 
he may bring forth holineſs ang righteouſneſs, and re- 


deem a people from under the aſe of Sin, agd fir 


them for the Kingdom of his Fa 
Apoſtles words) preſent them before {Tpron of God, 
without ſp3t and v1amleſs, bY will purifie them, and ſprinkle 
them from an evil Conſcienct,their bodies being waſhed 
with-pure Water, he will Gncrfie the Creature, his 
Word 15 nigh them and their Hearts, he begins a 
good Work in many and will carry it nin one and in 
another, | 
Here lies the chief Work, it is the good hand of God 
# muſt work allour works in us and for us, according to the 
- good pleaſure.of big will. work 19 you a gags to 
beerthe Croſs of Chrift, and to defy your ſelves; he 
will operate for you for this purpofe, therefore ybu 
- muſt commit your ſelves ro him. 


It 1s not our Preaching which will Convert, Men to 


God, bur it is the word of God that is pure, which 
Converts the Soul ro God) and that cleanlerh aad firs 
and prepares ir: far cthe-Kingdom of. Heaven, 'Pſa/m 
19.7. We muſt come ro the word of God, that will 
cqav1ace as, reprove us, ftrengrhen, encourage, iilw-' 
minate us, and do 1n us'and tor us all that we ftaud 


in-need of; to him be all che praiſe rhat worketh aſl 


in you, and prepares you 0 b! 4 Peculiar People to him« 
ſelf. To the word of his Grace | commit you all, rake 
heed of doing any thing contrary tot; 1if you do, 
that which would be your Comfort, will be: your 
Condemnation, 

His 
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"His Prayer after Sermon. 


BE: God, and Father of Life. thou ayt Glorious in 
Holineſs, Infimte in Power, the Eternal God, thy Do- 
muzion # an everlaſting Dominion, thy Kingdom u without 
ind; 0 Lord, we'bleſend praiſe thy Glorious Name, that 
thou haſt made knownthy ſelf among the Sous and Daughttrs 
of Men; thou baſt revealed to us in thy word the manner of 
the coming of thy. Kingdom among us, in ſetting up Righteoyſ- 
neſs and Truth, and throwing down iniquity, Powerful God of 
Life, ſubjett thi{Minds and Hearts of all thy Peop!e to thy 
Dvin: power and pleaſure, ant"Uttgbt dread of thy ſelf reſt 
upon our Spirits, that every ont ofucs may fear to' Sin againſt 
thee, and to ds deſpite to thy Spirit, tht Syirit of t by Grace, 
that we may every” ont of 15 turn from our Tniquities, the evil 
of our hearts and ways that wt may praiſe thee in the Land of 
of the Living, and may become faithſul witneſſts of that Sat- 
vation which thou haſt wrought for 1s, and for all themthat 
belzere, Powerful God of Life, the Souls of thy Prople which 
thou baſt gathered out of the World do praiſe and magnifie 
thy Name for what thty have ſeen, and for what thou ba(t 
wrought ; thou baſk wonderfully appeared in thy love, and 
brought Salvationnear, and gathtred many inta it, it is bt- 
come @ Wall, and a Bulwark to them that they are defended 


from. the Evil One, and from the evils of the world; O 


drareſt God of Life v4iſe 1p povy aud nedy Souls out of 
the duſt, that they may ſervy thee, and obey thee, * and 

thy will, and ſhew forth thy power and ſlrength in 
their weakneſs and infirmity, that they may truſt 
in ther, and rely upon thee -in the time of thisr diſtreſs, 
Bleſſed Father of life and power, give grace to the humble 
and meh, and teach them 1n thy way, Wehave bad expe» 
rience O Lord, of thy fulfilling thy promiſts, thou art ſtill fal- 
fling of them to all that truly wait upon thet; thou haſt be- 
gun a good work, wilt thou carry it onto tht praiſe and txal- 
tation of thy great name, Bleſſed Father reveal thy Power 
mare 
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His Prayer after Sermon. 


more and more in the Nations round about, that they that long 
after the life of the living God may come and find thet, and 
b:bold thy Divine apptarance through the Sox of thy Love in 
their own Spirits, that ſo they may receive thy word, and thy 
word may quicken them, to ſtand up from the dead, and live ; 
for it is the living, tht living, O Lord, that praiſe thee, that 
honour thy Name, that offer praiſe and glorifie thee. O Bleſſed. N* 
Father of Life carry on thy great work with power throughout 
all the Earth, gather & remnant of thy ſttd that art ſcatte- 
r:4, and bring them home into the Kingdom of thy dear Son, 
that we may praiſe thee together, and vioyct in thy Name, 
Dear Father, thou _ {gved this Nation, thiLand of our Na» NÞ 
tivity to this day, by a wonderful power, by thy powerſul 
arms; our Souls are dteply ſenfible of the ſtretching forth of thy NY? 
Almighty hand inour preſervation at this day ; ſo living Fe- 
ther, if it be thy heavenly pleaſure, lengtbenf orth our Trangui= 
lity, and the enjoyment of thy mercy and goodneſs to the Inha- 
bitants thereof, that thty may learn to fear thee, and turn to 
# thee with their whole hearts, and break off by true Repentan;e 
from al | thoſt fins that grieve thy Holy ſpirit 3 that ſo living 
Father of life, they may come to walk in Love and in Union 
with the bequtnly Power, and have Concord one with ane- 
ther 5 and ſhew forth the Power of thy Gract manifeſted ta 
them, and magnifit thy lyue and power, ard give thee honour || 
and 1euwn for that great ſalyation, that thou haſt wrought }| 
for them, that ſo thy grtat name may be exalted, and. thy | 
will may be done on Earth as it is in Heauen;, that the 
Souls of thy People may be refreſhid with thy love, and the 
J0Js of thy preſence,and the revelat ion of thy Heavenly power , 
for this, Living Praiſes, and Chriſtian Thank ſgivings, we 
er wp tothe, in and through the Lord Feſus Chriſt, for 
thou art witthy of all Pr aiſe, and Glory, and Dominion, for 
ever, and ever, Amen, GETS 
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A. Catalegue of Books Printed for Naths 
Crouch, at the Bell in the Poultrey, near 


th Cheapſide, 


”_ Viſkozy, 

bat ;*h | 
Ted. Nr Nglands Monarchs : Or, A Compendious Re- 
out lation of the moſt remarkable TravſeQtons, 


te- from Fulius Ceſar to this preſent;adorned with Poems, 
on, and the Picture of eyery Monarch, from K. Will. the 
ne, {Corqueror to RK Will, and Q..M. With a Liſt of the 
[a Nobility, and the number of the Lords and Commons 
{u1 Jia both Houſes of Parliament. Pr. one fhilling. 
thy 2s HE Hiſtory of the Houſe of Orange: Or, a 
_ BrietRelation of theGloriousArchievements 
6. Not his Majefties Renowned Predcceflors, and likewiſe 
4 (of His own Heroick A&ions , till the late wonderful 
to Revolution. Together with the Hiſtory of K. W. and 
ie (Q: M. Being ar impartial Account of che moſt Re- 
xg Imarkable Paflages from Their Majeſties H Ac» 
on - | ceſſion to the Throne, to-this time. By R. BY Pr. rs. 
o- | 3- HE Hiſtory of the two late Kings, Charles the 
ta - IH. and James the II. being an Imparrial 
ur [| Account of the moſt remarkable TrenſzQions,and ob- 
bt I ſervable paſſages during their Reigns : and the ſecrer 
by | French and Popiſh Inrrigues and Defigns managed in 
be | thoſe times, _ Pr: one ſhilling. 
4 HE Hiſtory of Oliver Cromwel being an Im- 
*, parrial Account of all the Battels, Sieges,and 
other Milirary A:chievements, wherein te was ingaged 
n England, Scotland and Ireland; and likewiſe of his 
vil Admimftrations, while he had the Supreme 
Government, till his Death, Relating only marters of 
Fa&,»ithour RefleQion or Obſervation.By R.B. pr. 1. 
$ HE Wars in England, Scorland and Ireland, 
Y þ containing a particular and imparial Ac- 
| | count 


\ 
% 


hy, NR 


= axe to te ſold by Nath. Crouch. 
count 'of all the Barrels, Sieges, and other remarkable 
\ Trapſa&ions, Revolutions and Accidents, which hap- 
pened from the beginning of the Relgn of K.Charley I. 
With his Tryal at large, and laft ſpeech; and the 
_ moſt conſiderable marrers nll 1650. Wirth Piftures of 
ſeveral Accidents. Price one ſhilling. 
6, [A iis Remarks end Obſercations of the Antient 
and PreiſentState of London and Weſtminſter, 
ſhewingthe Foundations/Walls,Gates,Towers,Bridg- 
es, Churches, Rivers, Wards, Halls, Companies, Govern- 
. ment, Courts, Hoſpitals, Schools, Inns' of Courts, Char- 
ters, Franchiſes, and- Priviledges thereof; with the 
moſt remarkableAccidents,as ro Wars,Fires, Plagues, 
and other occurrences, for above $00.years paſt, Pr. 15, 
7. A Dmirable Curiofities, Rarities and Wonders 
in England; Scotland and Ireland ; or an 
account of many remarkable perſons and places ; 
likewiſe of the © Bartels', Sieges, Tem , In- 
undations, Thunders , © Lightnings, Fires, Mur- 
ders and. other Occurrences and Accidents for ma- 
ny hundred years paſt : Together wh the Natura 
and Aftificial Rarities in-every County in England” 
With ſeveral curious Sculprures. Price one ſhilling, 
i HE Hiftory of the Kingdom of Ireland, bein 
: * I an Accounr of che Antient Inhabirants, an 
of all che Bartels,Sieges,and other conſiderable Tranm(- 
ations both Civil ard Military 10 that Countrey, from 
the firſt Conqueſt thereof, under King Henry If. til 
; Irs entire ReduRtion by Ki 1, Togerher with the moſt 
remarkable Paflages, that kave fince happened there 
to this time, By R, B Price one ſhilling. 
9, _ HE Enghſh Empire in America,or a proſpe&@ 
of His Majefties Dominions in the Weſt- In- 
dies, pamely, New-found-land, New-England New- 
York, New- Jerſey, Penfylvania, Mary-land, Virginiaz 
Carolina, Bermuda, Barbuda, Anguilla, Mopſerrar, Do- 
| minica, 


ay 


Alexandria, &c, 2. The Travels of 14 


Books Printed for, and «. 
minica, $t. Vincent, Antego, Mevis or Nevis,St.Chri- 


" ſtophers,Barbadoes and [amaica : With an accoube of ' 


their Diſcovery, Scituation and Produd :.,The Reſt» 

gion and Manners of the Indians, &c. Ilaſtrated with 

Maps and Pifares. Price one ſhilling. 

19, View of the Engliſh Acquiſitions in Guinea 
and the Eaſt-indics : With an Account of 

che Rehgion,, Government, Wars, ſtrange Cuſtoms, 

Beaſts, Serpents, Monſters and other Obſervables in 


thoſe Countricy, intermixt with Pleaſant Relations, 


Price one fhilling. 

11, HE Engliſh Hero: Or, Sir Francis Drake 
| [ Revived, Being & full Account of the dan- 
gerous Voyages, admirable Adventures, notable Dil: 


coveries,and Magnanimous Atchievements of that Va- 
'Hhant and Renowned Commauder, By R. B. Pr. rs, 


I2, Wo Journeys ro Jeruſalem, Containing fieft 
An Account of the Travels of two Engliſh 
Pilgrims ſome years fince to Jeruſalem, Grand Cairo, 


Mer- 
chants in 1669. from Scanderoon to Trig, Jo 
Ramah, Jeruſalem, Berhlehem,yJericho,the To4--g 
dan, theLake of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. Beauri- 
fied with Pigures. Price one filling. 


I3, Xtraordinary Adventures of feveral Famous - 


Men-: . With the ſtrange Events, and ſignal 
muratzonsand changes in the Fortgnes of divers Illuſ- 
trious places and nw in all Apes; being an account 
of a multitude of ftupendious Revo]uriens, Accidents, 


--and obſervable marters in divers Srcares and Provinces 


thronghour the World ; with Pictures. Price 15. 


World : Three whereof were Gentiles ; 
1. HeQor Son of Priamus. 2. Alexander the great, 
-3- Julius Czfar. Three Jews. 4. Jolhpa. 5. David. 
6. Judas Maccabeus, Three Chriſtians,” 7, Arrhur. K. 
of 


I4. T's Hiſtory of the Nine Worthies of the | 


Et len, Illuftrated with Poems and the PiRture of cach 


- are.to be ſold by Nath Crouch, 
of Britain, 8. Charles the Grear, 9, Godfrey of But 


Worthy. By R. B. Price one ſhilling. 
15. T*Emale Excellency, or the Ladies Glory, Lilu- 
ſtrated in the Worthy Lives of nine Famous 
Women, who have been renowned in ſeveral Ages 
of the World : As 1. Dgborah the Prophetefs. 2.The 
valiant Judith. 3. Gn: Eſther. 4, The yirtuous $u- 
ſanah. 5. The Chaſt Lucreria. 6. Yoadicia Q. of Brit- 
_ tain. '7, Mariamne Wife of King Hzrod. 8 Clotilda 
Q. . of France. 9. Andegoua Princels of Spain, The 
whole adorned with poems and pictures to each 
Hiſtory. By R. B,-Pr. 15. | 
16, A Onertll Prodigles' of Judgment and Mercy 
diſcoyered 1n above 300. memorable Hif- 
tories; conraining, 1. Dreadful Judgments upon A- 
theifts,e+c. 2.The. miſcrable ends of Magicians. 2.Re- 
markable prediions and preiages of approaching 
Death. 4. Fearful Judgments upon bloody Tyrants. 
. Admirable Deliverances from dangers at Sca and 
fond. laſtly, Diyine goodneſs to Penitents, Pr. 15, 
17.) J'Nparallelld Varieties, or the matchleſs Ai» ' 
ons and Paſſions of Mankind ; diſplayed in 
near 400. notable Inſtances and Examples; Pr. 15, 
18. T HE Kingdom of darkneſs: Or, the Hiſtory 


of Demons, Spe&ers, Witches, Apparitions, 
Poſſcflions, Diſturbances, and other wonderful and (u- 
pernarural Delufions, Miſchievous Feats and Malicious 
Impoſtures ' of the. Devil. Containing near 80 
memorable Relations, Foreign and: Domefiick, both 
antient and modern. Price one ſhilling. 
I9. MA Frima Accidents and Unheard of 
Tranſactions, containing an account of (ec. 
vera ſtcange Events: As the. Depoſing of Tyrants, 
Lamentable Mipwracks, Diſmal Misfortunes, Strara- 
gems of War, Perilous Adventures, Happy Deliveran- 
Ces, 


' Books Printed for, and 

/-pesg with other remarkable Occurences, and (eleR Hi- 

torical paſſages, 'which have happened 'in ſeveral 

; Countries in this laſt Age. Printed at Bruflels ip 1691. 

\ And Dedicated to His preſent Majeſty K. Wilkam 
Publiſhed in Engliſh by R. B. Pr. rs. | 

NETY Artyrs in Flaines, or Popery in its true 


a | Colours, being a Brief Relation of the * 
7 horrid Craelties and Perſecutions of che Pope and 
' 4 . Church of Rome, for many hundreds of years paſt, te 
1a this time, Price one ſhilling, ; 
2 Piſcellanies. 
23 Elights for the [ngenious, in above Fifry Se- 
bY | lecand ice Emblems,Divine and Mo- 
GC | Tal, ancient and Modern, curiouſly ingraven upon 


\_ | Copper Plates, with .$o delightful Poems and Lars, for 
the more lively 1Iluftration of each Emblem, where- 
2 by inftruRion a counſel may be promoted 
; | and furthered, by ah honeſt and pleaſant Recreation, 
4 | Colleted by R. B. Price 25. 6d. | 3% 
-23- Rcellent Contemplations Divine and Moral, 
z# Written by the Magnanimaus A-L, Capel Ba- 
-ron of Hadham ; with fome account of hig Life, and 
his afteAtonare Letters to his Lady the day before his 
Death. As alſo the Speeches of D. Ham. andthe E. of 
4 | Holl. who ſuffered with him, Price. 1s. 
il i W! nter Evenings Entertainments, in two parts, 
Y Containing, 1. Ten pleaſant Relations of 
many Rare and Notable Accidents\and Occurrences : 
2, Fifry Ingenious Riddles, with their Explanations, 
| and uſeful Obſeryations and Morals upon each, En- 
liveved with above 60, Pictures. Price one ſhilling, 
"25, Elighrſul Fables.in Proſe and Verſe, none of 
them tobe found in op, butcollefted 
from divers ancient and modern Authgrs,withP1Qures 


and Morals, By R. B, Pr. 18. 
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Divinity. 


Dime Banquer, or Sacrament! Dev: 
Re Commmpiies ld HaO Re crrtyiny. 
T rs, cemp r100ns Hym every 
thesWeek, in order to DARE OR ER 
hes ny Companies, refpelenringt 
. and;degrees TE 
| n -- Ghoſt. Or. Is. | 
-to'Ete) ; Or, Brief DireRj- 
wo; how to artain_Rver- 
ion's: anti Jre added ſeveral other | 


x Forty 


{ec Fa c *emetnber their 
of their oath, With the Lives | 
x: young Perſon = 4" Sexes; and | 
gre of chat Cech tha 


GOP; e ling 
, YT, a os Pen Front 5% gh Neceſiny and 
f Faich Prayer; Wherein diverſe weigh- 
xs and Caſes-of Con aboutpraying 
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